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PREFACE 

The data for Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS), 1996 have 

been given to the National Data Archive on Child Abuse and Neglect for public distribution by 

the Children's Bureau. Funding for the project was provided by the Children's Bureau, 

Administration on Children, Youth and Families, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services. 
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ABSTRACT
 

The Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System (AFCARS) is a federally mandated 

data collection system intended to provide case specific information on all children covered by the 

protections of Title IV-B of the Social Security Act (Section 427). Under the final AFCARS rules, 

states are required to collect data on all children in foster care for whom the state child welfare 

agency has responsibility for placement, care, or supervision. States are also required to collect 

data on all adopted children who were placed by the state child welfare agency or by private 

agencies under contract with the public child welfare agency. In addition, states are encouraged to 

report other adoptions that are finalized in the state. The AFCARS data are designed to address 

policy development and program management issues at both the state and federal levels. It is also 

useful for researchers interested in analyzing aspects of the United States' foster care and adoption 

programs. Tables and other reports summarizing the AFCARS data are available from the 

Children's Bureau home page on the world wide web (http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/cb). 

The Fiscal Year 1996 AFCARS dataset consists of data from the AFCARS reporting period 

extending from October 1, 1995 to September 30, 1996. Two data files are being distributed: one 

contains adoption data and the other foster care data. The adoption data file contains 45 elements 

and 16,010 unduplicated cases representing data collected from 38 states including the District of 

Columbia and Puerto Rico. Information is provided on the adoptive child's finalization date, 

gender, race, birth date, ethnicity, dates parental rights were terminated, characteristics of birth 

and adoptive parents, prior relationship of the adoptive parents to the child, and whether the child 

was placed from within the United States or from another country. The foster care data file 

contains 89 elements and 335,836 cases representing data from 17 states including the District of 

Columbia. Information is provided on child demographics including gender, birth date, race, and 

ethnicity, as well as other information such as the number of previous stays in foster care, service 

goals, availability for adoption, duration of care, funding sources and information on the 

biological and foster parents. 

http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/cb


 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

NDACAN Dataset #80 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF ASSISTANCE 

All manuscripts that use data made available through the National Data Archive on Child Abuse 

and Neglect should acknowledge that fact as well as identify the original collector of the data. 

Users of these data are urged to follow some adaptation of the following statement. 

The data in this publication were made available by the National Data Archive on 

Child Abuse and Neglect, Cornell University, Ithaca NY, and have been used by 

permission. Data from Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and Reporting System 

(AFCARS), 1996 were originally collected by the Children's Bureau. Funding was 

provided by the Children's Bureau, Administration on Children, Youth and Families, 

Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human 

Services. Neither the collector of the original data, the funder, the Archive, Cornell 

University, or its agents or employees bear any responsibility for the analyses or 

interpretations presented here.
 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE USE OF ARCHIVAL RESOURCES 

To provide funding agencies with essential information about the use of NDACAN resources 

and to facilitate the exchange of information about research activities among data users and 

contributors, each user of these data is required to send two copies of any completed manuscript, 

thesis abstract, or reprint to the National Data Archive on Child Abuse and Neglect, Cornell 

University, Family Life Development Center, MVR Hall, Ithaca, New York 14853-4401. 





 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NDACAN Dataset #80 

TABLE OF CONTENTS
 

OVERVIEW...................................................................................................................................1
 
Background ..........................................................................................................................1
 
Purpose of AFCARS ............................................................................................................1
 
Data Collection ....................................................................................................................2
 

Creating the Adoption File.............................................................................................3
 
Creating the Foster Care File .........................................................................................3
 

Confidentiality Protections for Children in the AFCARS ...................................................4
 
State Footnotes .....................................................................................................................4
 

DESCRIPTION OF THE DATA FILES ....................................................................................5
 
File Characteristics...............................................................................................................5
 

FOSTER96.....................................................................................................................5
 
ADOPT96 ......................................................................................................................5
 

Notes Regarding the Data Files ...........................................................................................5
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY..........................................................................................................................7
 

Materials Related to the AFCARS.......................................................................................7
 
Related Policy Documentation.............................................................................................7
 
Related Web Site Information..............................................................................................8
 

APPENDIX A: Foster Care Variable Information.....................................................................9
 
Foster Care Data Elements: Sorted Alphabetically ..........................................................11
 
Foster Care Data Elements: Sorted By Data Element Number ........................................14
 
Foster Care Codebook Information ...................................................................................17
 

APPENDIX B: Adoption Variable Information.......................................................................51
 
Adoption Data Elements: Sorted Alphabetically ..............................................................53
 
Adoption Data Elements: Sorted By Element Number ....................................................55
 
Adoption Codebook Information.......................................................................................57
 

APPENDIX C: State Footnotes ..................................................................................................73
 
APPENDIX D: AFCARS Final Rule..........................................................................................95
 



 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 

NDACAN Dataset #80 



 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

  

____________________________________________________________________________________________  
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

NDACAN Dataset #80 

OVERVIEW
 

Background 

In 1982 the Department of Health and Human Services Administration on Children, Youth and 
Families, through a grant to the American Public Welfare Association (APWA), implemented 
the Voluntary Cooperative Information System (VCIS) which collected national data on foster 
care and adoption. The VCIS system had many weaknesses including variation from state to 
state in reporting periods, a lack of common definitions for data elements and services, and 
inconsistent methodologies in reporting. In addition, the aggregate nature of the data limited the 
analyses that could be performed and limited its usefulness for purposes of planning or policy 
development at the federal and state levels. Due to these weaknesses in the VCIS system, the 
U.S. Congress set forth to establish an improved, mandatory national reporting system. 

In 1986 Congress approved an amendment to Title IV-E of the Social Security Act (section 479) 
requiring that an advisory committee be established to prepare a report to Congress and HHS 
with recommendations for establishing, administering, and financing a system for collecting data 
on adoption and foster care in the United States. The advisory committee submitted its final 
report which detailed recommendations for a mandatory system that would collect data on all 
children covered by the protections of Title IV-B of the Social Security Act (Section 427). On 
September 27, 1990, HHS published proposed federal regulations to implement the data 
collection system, which has become known as the Adoption and Foster Care Analysis and 
Reporting System (AFCARS). On December 22, 1993, the final rule implementing AFCARS 
appeared in the Federal Register. (See Appendix D for a copy of the final rule). 

Purpose of AFCARS 

The purpose of AFCARS is twofold. First, AFCARS is designed to address policy development 
and program management issues at both the state and federal levels. Second, the data will be 
useful for research aimed at analyzing aspects of the United States' foster care and adoption 
programs, such as characteristics related to timing, trends, and populations. It is important to 
keep in mind that AFCARS was developed as an on-going data collection system and does not 
conform to traditional research design. 

Specific objectives of AFCARS include the following: 
•	 Reliable and consistent data through the use of uniform definitions, methodologies, and data 

standards. 
•	 Statewide and national information on the characteristics of adoptive and foster care children 

and their parents (biological parents, adoptive parents, and foster care parents). 
•	 Statewide and national information on the status of the foster care population (i.e., number of 

children in care, type of placement, length of placement, availability for adoption, and goals 
for ending or continuing care). 

•	 Information on the extent and nature of assistance provided by federal, state, and local 
adoption and foster care programs. 

Overview • 1 



 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________  
  

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

NDACAN Dataset #80 

•	 Information on the characteristics of the children to whom varying levels of assistance is 
provided. 

•	 Information on the number and characteristics of children placed or removed from foster 
care. 

•	 Information on the number and characteristics of adopted children and adoptive parents. 
•	 Information on the number and characteristics of children placed in foster care outside of the 

state that has responsibility. 

Data Collection 

Under the final AFCARS rules, states are required to collect case specific data on all children in 
foster care for whom the state child welfare agency has responsibility for placement, care, or 
supervision, regardless of eligibility for Title IV-E funds. States are also required to collect data 
on all adopted children who were placed by the state child welfare agency or by private agencies 
under contract with the public child welfare agency. States are encouraged to report other 
adoptions finalized in the state (e.g., private and independent adoptions). For the states that 
participated, the fiscal year 1996 AFCARS data provide case-level information for children 
served by the foster care system and children whose adoptions were finalized from October 1, 
1995 to September 30, 1996. 

Financial penalties for states that did not submit AFCARS data or that submitted poor quality 
data were imposed with the 1998 submission. Before 1998, data submission was encouraged, but 
not required, while many states brought their information systems online. Therefore, the 
AFCARS Fiscal Year 1996 dataset is not as complete or reliable as subsequent datasets. For 
1996, 40 states submitted at least the adoption or the foster care data of sufficient quality to be 
included in the final dataset. Dramatic improvements in data quality and completeness are 
expected in the coming years as states continue to develop their electronic information systems 
and financial penalties are levied. 

AFCARS is structured on semi-annual reporting periods. These reporting periods close on 
March 31 and September 30 of each year. States are required to submit all of their foster care 
and adoption data electronically to the federal government for the specified period at the close of 
each reporting period. States submit data based on 66 data elements for the foster care data and 
37 data elements for the adoption data (The data elements are detailed in Appendices A and B). 
State-specific footnotes are presented in Appendix C and the final AFCARS requirements as 
specified in the Code of Federal Regulations are detailed in Appendix D: The AFCARS Final 
Rules. 

The foster care and adoption data files are composed of data from two different report periods 
(October 1 through March 31 and April 1 through September 30). The first and second report 
periods of any federal fiscal year (FFY) are identified by the two-digit FFY, followed by the 
letters A or B, respectively. For example, the first FFY 1996 report period (October 1, 1995
March 31, 1996) is called “96A,” and the second report period (April 1, 1996-September 30, 
1996) is “96B.” Also, once all the state files have been combined into the annual database, the 
national annual database is identified by the two-digit FFY, followed by the letter C. Therefore, 
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in keeping with our example, the annual FFY 1996 database is referred to as “96C.” 

Creating the Adoption File 
The adoption data contain information for adopted children who were placed by the state child 
welfare agency, by private agencies under contract with the public child welfare agency, or by 
private adoptions voluntarily reported during the given reporting period. States submit data for 
each child with a finalized adoption. Duplicate records were detected and removed and the 
remaining records are sorted by the year that the adoption was finalized. 

It is important to note that for many adoptions finalized in the 1996 Fiscal Year, the actual 
electronic data transmission might not occur until a subsequent year. To the extent possible, 
adoption transmissions received from FY 1997 through FY 1999 on an adoption finalized in FY 
1996 have been included in the 1996 adoption data file, but the adoption count should not be 
considered an absolute, final count. Data submissions in the years after FY 1999 may contain a 
number of 1996 adoptions, which will lead to small increases in the final count. To account for 
this updating of the data, there will be new annual releases of these data. 

Creating the Foster Care File 
To produce an annual database of foster care children, the Children’s Bureau must first compare 
the information sent by states for each of the two AFCARS report periods (October-March and 
April-September) in that fiscal year. On a state-by-state basis, the Children’s Bureau creates 
interim extract files, matching case records across the two reporting periods. Through matching 
and extraction, an unduplicated annual file is created for each state. Finally, the state files are 
combined to create the annual database. 

Each year this same process is used to construct an annual database from the semi-annual A and 
B files. Here are the basic principles of AFCARS reporting and analysis, which will help you 
understand the construction of an annual database: 

•	 As long as a child is in foster care, the state must submit an AFCARS record for every report 
period during which the child is in care. When the child is discharged from foster care, the 
state will submit the child’s record for that report period, along with the discharge 
information. 

•	 Each child’s AFCARS record has a “Date of Latest Removal.” This is the date the child 
entered foster care for the current episode. As long as the child remains in foster care without 
being discharged, this date of latest removal will not change. 

•	 AFCARS extract files identify, match, and capture unique records across the two report 
periods, to avoid having more than one record for the same foster care child in the total 
annual database. The extract file excludes duplicate records that matched between two files. 

•	 Focusing on the child as the unit of analysis, the annual database will include only the last 
record received for a child served. This means that if a child is in care or comes into care at 
the start of the year, exits care, and then later returns to care in the second half of the year, 
the record representing this child in the annual database will be the one submitted in the 
second report period when the child has returned to care . 

The construction of the fiscal year 1996 annual database began with the creation of five separate 
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files using the 96A and 96B datasets from a particular state: 2 discharge files and 3 entry files. 

From the state’s 96A dataset, only one file, “Dis96A,” with all foster care children discharged 
during the 96A report period was created. 

From the State’s 96B dataset, four other files were created: 
•	 “E/96Ainc” file of children who entered care before the start of 96A and were still in care 

at the close of 96B 
•	 “E96Ainc” file of children who entered care during 96A and were still in care at the close 

of 96B 
•	 “E96Binc” file of children who entered care during 96B and were still in care at the close 

of 96B 
•	 “Dis96B” file of children who were discharged during 96B 

Confidentiality Protections for Children in the AFCARS 
Before distributing the AFCARS data to the public, NDACAN staff make two data 
manipulations to the foster care data to protect the confidentiality of the children in the data files. 
First, geographic FIPS codes for the children from counties with fewer than 1,000 children in 
foster care are removed and given a FIPS code of 8, which means "Not provided for reasons of 
confidentiality". Second, the child's day of birth is recoded to correspond to the week of birth. 
For example, children born from the first to the seventh day of the month will all have a day of 
birth equal to 1. 

County FIPS codes and child's day of birth are not reported to AFCARS. Therefore, no 
adjustments were necessary to assure confidentiality of the data. 

State Footnotes 
In addition to the required data elements states are encouraged (but not required) to provide 
footnote information with their data submissions. The footnotes allow states to provide 
additional information they deem vital to the interpretation of their data. The footnotes may 
include the following: 

•	 General characteristics of the state's adoption and foster care system. 
•	 Characteristics of the population, whether certain types of placements are included. 
•	 State definitions that vary from the federal AFCARS definition. 
•	 Explanations for data counts such as the number of deaths in foster care, the number of 

children with disabilities, or the number of children in types of institutional settings. 

More information about the technical implementation of AFCARS can be found at 
http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/programs/oss/afcars/!afcars.htm 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE DATA FILES
 

NDACAN distributes these data as SAS transport or SPSS portable files. Other file formats and 
data subsets can be prepared by special request. Please refer to the NDACAN order form, web 
site, or call for more information. 

File Characteristics 

NDACAN distributes two files for this study. Brief descriptions of the data files are provided 
below. For information regarding variables, please refer to the codebook information in 
Appendices A and B. Frequencies and summary statistics are available from the NDACAN web 
site. For each file the child represents the unit of analysis. 

FOSTER96 
This data file contains 89 variables and 335,836 cases representing data from 17 states, including 
the District of Columbia. Information is provided on child demographics including gender, birth, 
race, and ethnicity, as well as information on the number of previous stays in foster care, service 
goals, availability for adoption, duration of care, funding sources and information on the 
biological and foster parents. 

ADOPT96 
This data file contains 45 variables and 16,010 cases representing data from 38 states, including 
the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. Information is provided on child demographics 
including gender, birth, race, and ethnicity, as well as some information on disability or special 
needs of the child, funding sources, and information on the adoptive parents. 

Notes Regarding the Data Files 

In using these data, one should be aware of the following: 

•	 In the adoption data file, each record should represent a unique child whose adoption was 
finalized during the fiscal year. 

•	 There is some duplication of the foster care files, primarily amongst the discharge records; 
however, it is estimated to be less than 2%. 

•	 Many states extracted their data from "legacy" (old) information systems or new information 
systems under development. 

•	 The state footnotes (Appendix C) associated with each state should always be taken into 
account when utilizing data contained in the states. Footnotes specific to particular data 
elements can also be found in the variable information appendices. 

•	 Information on child discharges are extracted from the subsequent period after the close of a 
fiscal year for inclusion in the fiscal year under review, therefore an undercount of discharges 
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is believed to be minimal. 

•	 Differing state policies have an impact on how information is categorized and reported and 
any attempt to compare states should be sensitive to these differences. 

Please contact the Archive directly if you have questions or 
encounter problems in using this dataset. 
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APPENDIX A: FOSTER CARE VARIABLE INFORMATION 

This appendix consists of three sections. The first and second are lists of all the data elements in 
the FOSTER96 data file, sorted alphabetically and by element number, respectively. The third 
section provides a description of the foster care data elements. The elements are arranged in the 
order found in FOSTER96. For each element, the element number, variable name, variable label, 
and variable format is provided on the first line. A more extensive description of the variable 
follows with any state footnotes specific to the element. Finally, variable values and their 
corresponding labels are listed as appropriate. 

The text of the footnotes were submitted by the states and are presented as is. 

Appendix A: Foster Care Variable Information • 9 



 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________  
  

NDACAN Dataset #80 

Appendix A: Foster Care Variable Information • 10
 



 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

  

_________________________________________________________________________________________  
  

 
 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

NDACAN Dataset #80 

Foster Care Data Elements: Sorted Alphabetically 

Element # Variable Label Page 

31 AACHILD Alcohol Abuse Child 33 

29 AAPARENT Alcohol Abuse Parent 32 

38 ABANDMNT Abandonment 36 

17 AGEADOPT Age At Adoption 26 

43 CASEGOAL Most Recent Case Plan Goal 39 

34 CHBEHPRB Child Behavior Problem 34 

33 CHILDIS Child Disability 34 

10 CLINDIS Diagnosed Disability 23 

45 CTK1YR Year of Birth of 1st Caretaker 40 

50 CTK1YR Year of Birth of 1st Foster Caretaker 42 

46 CTK2YR Year of Birth 2nd Caretaker 41 

51 CTK2YR Year of Birth 2nd Foster Caretaker 43 

44 CTKFAMST Caretaker Family Structure 40 

41 CURPLSET Current Placement Setting 37 

23d CURSETDA Placement Date, Day 30 

23m CURSETMO Placement Date, Month 30 

23y CURSETYR Placement Date, Year 30 

32 DACHILD Drug Abuse Child 34 

30 DAPARENT Drug Abuse Parent 33 

58 DISREASN Discharge Reason 46 

20d DLSTFCDA Discharge Date, Day 28 

20m DLSTFCMO Discharge Date, Month 28 

20y DLSTFCYR Discharge Date, Year 28 

06m DOBMO Child's Date of Birth, Month 21 

06w DOBWK Child's Date of Birth, Day 21 

06y DOBYR Child's Date of Birth, Year 21 

56d DODFCDA Discharge Day 45 

56m DODFCMO Discharge Month 45 

56y DODFCYR Discharge Year 45 

57d DODTRNDA Discharge Transaction Day 45 

57m DODTRNMO Discharge Transaction Month 45 

57y DODTRNYR Discharge Transaction Year 45 

14 DSMIII Emotionally Disturbed 25 
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16 EVERADPT Child Adopted 26 

66 FCMNTPAY Amount of Monthly Foster Care Payment 49 

03 FIPS Local Agency FIPS Code 17 

49 FOSFAMST Foster Family Structure 42 

09 HISORGIN Hispanic Origin 23 

53 HOFCCTK1 Hispanic Origin of 1st Foster Caretaker 43 

55 HOFCCTK2 Hispanic Origin of 2nd Foster Caretaker 44 

40 HOUSING Inadequate Housing 37 

61 IVAAFDC Title IVA 47 

62 IVDCHSUP Title IVD 47 

60 IVEAA Title IVE Adoption 47 

59 IVEFC Title IVE Foster Care 46 

21d LATREMDA Latest Removal Date, Day 29 

21m LATREMMO Latest Removal Date, Month 29 

21y LATREMYR Latest Removal Date, Year 28 

25 MANREM Removal Manner 31 

11 MR Mental Retardation 24 

28 NEGLECT Neglect 32 

65 NOA None of the Above 48 

37 NOCOPE Caretaker Inability Cope 35 

24 NUMPLEP Previous Placement Settings 30 

15 OTHERMED Other Diagnosed Condition 25 

05d PEDREVDA Date Of Most Recent Periodic Review, Day 20 

05m PEDREVMO Date Of Most Recent Periodic Review, Month 20 

05y PEDREVYR Date Of Most Recent Periodic Review, Year 20 

26 PHYABUSE Physical Abuse 31 

13 PHYDIS Physically Disabled 25 

42 PLACEOUT Out Of State Placement 38 

48d PRTDADDA TPR Father, Day 42 

48m PRTDADMO TPR Father, Month 42 

48y PRTDADYR TPR Father, Year 41 

47d PRTMOMDA TPR Mother, Day 41 

47m PRTMOMMO TPR Mother, Month 41 

47y PRTMOMYR TPR Mother, Year 41 

35 PRTSDIED Parent Death 35 

36 PRTSJAIL Parent Incarceration 35 
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08 RACE Child Race 22 

04 RECNUMBR Record Number 19 

39 RELINQSH Relinquishment 36 

18d REM1DA First Removal Date, Day 27 

18m REM1MO First Removal Date, Month 27 

18y REM1YR First Removal Date, Year 27 

22d REMTRNDA Removal Transaction Date, Day 30 

22m REMTRNMO Removal Transaction Date, Month 30 

22y REMTRNYR Removal Transaction Date, Year 29 

02m REPDATMO Report End Date, Month 17 

02y REPDATYR Report End Date, Year 17 

52 RFCCTK1 Race of 1st Foster Caretaker 43 

54 RFCCTK2 Race of 2nd Foster Caretaker 44 

07 SEX Child Sex 22 

27 SEXABUSE Sexual Abuse 32 

64 SSIOTHER SSI 48 

01 STATE State 17 

19 TOTALREM Total Number of Removals 27 

12 VISHEAR Visually Hearing Impaired 24 

63 XIXMEDCD Title XIX 48 
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Foster Care Data Elements: Sorted By Data Element Number 

Element # Variable Label Page 

01 STATE State 17
 

02y REPDATYR Report End Date, Year 17
 

02m REPDATMO Report End Date, Month 17
 

03 FIPS Local Agency FIPS Code 17
 

04 RECNUMBR Record Number 19
 

05y PEDREVYR Date Of Most Recent Periodic Review, Year 20
 

05m PEDREVMO Date Of Most Recent Periodic Review, Month 20
 

05d PEDREVDA Date Of Most Recent Periodic Review, Day 20
 

06y DOBYR Child's Date of Birth, Year 21
 

06m DOBMO Child's Date of Birth, Month 21
 

06w DOBWK Child's Date of Birth, Day 21
 

07 SEX Child Sex 22
 

08 RACE Child Race 22
 

09 HISORGIN Hispanic Origin 23
 

10 CLINDIS Diagnosed Disability 23
 

11 MR Mental Retardation 24
 

12 VISHEAR Visually Hearing Impaired 24
 

13 PHYDIS Physically Disabled 25
 

14 DSMIII Emotionally Disturbed 25
 

15 OTHERMED Other Diagnosed Condition 25
 

16 EVERADPT Child Adopted 26
 

17 AGEADOPT Age At Adoption 26
 

18y REM1YR First Removal Date, Year 27
 

18m REM1MO First Removal Date, Month 27
 

18d REM1DA First Removal Date, Day 27
 

19 TOTALREM Total Number of Removals 27
 

20y DLSTFCYR Discharge Date, Year 28
 

20m DLSTFCMO Discharge Date, Month 28
 

20d DLSTFCDA Discharge Date, Day 28
 

21y LATREMYR Latest Removal Date, Year 28
 

21m LATREMMO Latest Removal Date, Month 29
 

21d LATREMDA Latest Removal Date, Day 29
 

22y REMTRNYR Removal Transaction Date, Year 29
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22m REMTRNMO Removal Transaction Date, Month 30
 

22d REMTRNDA Removal Transaction Date, Day 30
 

23y CURSETYR Placement Date, Year 30
 

23m CURSETMO Placement Date, Month 30
 

23d CURSETDA Placement Date, Day 30
 

24 NUMPLEP Previous Placement Settings 30
 

25 MANREM Removal Manner 31
 

26 PHYABUSE Physical Abuse 31
 

27 SEXABUSE Sexual Abuse 32
 

28 NEGLECT Neglect 32
 

29 AAPARENT Alcohol Abuse Parent 32
 

30 DAPARENT Drug Abuse Parent 33
 

31 AACHILD Alcohol Abuse Child 33
 

32 DACHILD Drug Abuse Child 34
 

33 CHILDIS Child Disability 34
 

34 CHBEHPRB Child Behavior Problem 34
 

35 PRTSDIED Parent Death 35
 

36 PRTSJAIL Parent Incarceration 35
 

37 NOCOPE Caretaker Inability Cope 35
 

38 ABANDMNT Abandonment 36
 

39 RELINQSH Relinquishment 36
 

40 HOUSING Inadequate Housing 37
 

41 CURPLSET Current Placement Setting 37
 

42 PLACEOUT Out Of State Placement 38
 

43 CASEGOAL Most Recent Case Plan Goal 39
 

44 CTKFAMST Caretaker Family Structure 40
 

45 CTK1YR Year of Birth of 1st Caretaker 40
 

46 CTK2YR Year of Birth 2nd Caretaker 41
 

47y PRTMOMYR TPR Mother, Year 41
 

47m PRTMOMMO TPR Mother, Month 41
 

47d PRTMOMDA TPR Mother, Day 41
 

48y PRTDADYR TPR Father, Year 41
 

48m PRTDADMO TPR Father, Month 42
 

48d PRTDADDA TPR Father, Day 42
 

49 FOSFAMST Foster Family Structure 42
 

50 CTK1YR Year of Birth of 1st Foster Caretaker 42
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51 CTK2YR Year of Birth 2nd Foster Caretaker 43
 

52 RFCCTK1 Race of 1st Foster Caretaker 43
 

53 HOFCCTK1 Hispanic Origin of 1st Foster Caretaker 43
 

54 RFCCTK2 Race of 2nd Foster Caretaker 44
 

55 HOFCCTK2 Hispanic Origin of 2nd Foster Caretaker 44
 

56y DODFCYR Discharge Year 45
 

56m DODFCMO Discharge Month 45
 

56d DODFCDA Discharge Day 45
 

57y DODTRNYR Discharge Transaction Year 45
 

57m DODTRNMO Discharge Transaction Month 45
 

57d DODTRNDA Discharge Transaction Day 45
 

58 DISREASN Discharge Reason 46
 

59 IVEFC Title IVE Foster Care 46
 

60 IVEAA Title IVE Adoption 47
 

61 IVAAFDC Title IVA 47
 

62 IVDCHSUP Title IVD 47
 

63 XIXMEDCD Title XIX 48
 

64 SSIOTHER SSI 48
 

65 NOA None of the Above 48
 

66 FCMNTPAY Amount of Monthly Foster Care Payment 49
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NDACAN Dataset #80 

Foster Care Codebook Information 

The variables in this codebook are arranged in the order in which they appear in the FOSTER96 
data file. The first line in the description of each of the variables gives the AFCARS Data 
Element Number and the name (in all capital letters), label, and format for the variable. Formats 
beginning with the letter "F" are numeric. Those beginning with "A" are string, or character, 
variables. The numbers in the format refer to the number of digits allowed for the variable. 
Below the first line, a brief explanation of the variable, relevant state footnotes, and the 
allowable values with their labels are provided. For the state footnotes, the submission period for 
which the note applies are indicated by "03" for March or "09" for September. The text of the 
footnotes were submitted by the states and are presented as is. 

01 STATE State Format: F8 

Identity of the State reporting on the record. Use the two digit Federal 
Information Processing Standards (FIPS) code for the State. 

Value 
2 
5 
6 
8 

11 
12 
17 
23 
25 
28 
34 
37 
44 
45 
49 
50 
53 

Label 
Alaska 
Arkansas
California
Colorado
District of Columbia
Florida
Illinois 
Maine 
Massachusetts 
Mississippi 
New Jersey 
North Carolina 
Rhode Island 
South Carolina 
Utah 
Vermont 
Washington 

02y REPDATYR Report End Date, Year Format: F2 

The last year for the reporting period. 

02m REPDATMO Report End Date, Month Format: F2 

The last month for the reporting period. 

03 FIPS Local Agency FIPS Code Format: F8 
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NDACAN Dataset #80 

Identity of the county or equivalent unit which has responsibility for the 
case. The 5 digit Federal Information Processing Standard (FIPS) must 
be used. For FIPS regions with fewer than 1000 children in foster care, 
the FIPS code has been replaced with a value of "8," meaning that the 
FIPS code is not being provided to protect the confidentiality of the 
children in the region. 

State Footnotes 
FL 03,09	 Where the service area includes multiple counties, 

the child's residence county is used if among the 
counties served, else the home office county is 
used. 

RI 03,09	 RI currently has one central office from where all 
placements are made this being Providence. 

WI 03	 In addition to reporting by county, WI reports cases 
by tribe. So far we have been unable to determine 
whether or not FIPS codes have been assigned for 
them.mm559603f16 although WI does track 
adoption placements of children 

Value Label 
8 Not provided for reasons of confidentiality 
9 Missing
 

2020 Anchorage Borough
 
6001 Alameda County
 
6007 Butte County
 
6013 Contra Costa County
 
6019 Fresno County
 
6029 Kern County
 
6037 Los Angeles County
 
6059 Orange County
 
6065 Riverside County
 
6067 Sacramento County
 
6071 San Bernardino county
 
6073 San Diego County
 
6075 San Francisco County
 
6077 San Joaquin County
 
6085 Santa Clara County
 
6099 Stanislaus County
 
6107 Tulare County
 
6111 Ventura County
 
8001 Adams County
 
8005 Arapahoe County
 
8031 Denver County
 
8041 El Paso County
 

11001 District of Columbia
 
12011 Broward County
 
12025 Dade County
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12031 Duval County 
12033 Escambia County 
12057 Hillsborough County 
12095 Orange County 
12099 Palm Beach County 
12103 Pinellas County 
12105 Polk County 
17007 Boone County 
17031 Cook County 
17089 Kane County 
17097 Lake County 
17143 Peoria County 
17163 St. Clair County, IL 
25005 Bristol County, MA (part) 
25009 Essex County, MA (part) 
25013 Hampden County, MA (part) 
25015 Hampshire County, MA (part) 
25017 Middlesex County, MA (part) 
25023 Plymouth County, MA (part) 
25025 Suffolk County, MA 
25027 Worcester County, MA (part) 
34007 Camden County, NJ 
34013 Essex County 
37081 Guilford County 
37119 Mecklenburg County, NC 
44007 Providence County, RI 
49035 Salt Lake County 
53033 King County 
53053 Pierce County 
53061 Snohomish County 
53063 Spokane County 

04 RECNUMBR Record Number Format: A12 

The sequential number which the State uses to transmit data to the 
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) or a unique 
(encrypted) number which follows the child as long as he or she is in 
foster care. Encrypted values may appear garbled in the data file; this is 
not an error. The record number cannot be linked to the child's case I.D. 
number except at the State or local level. 

State Footnotes 
FL 03,09 A sequential number is created and stored in the 

state data base for the child. 
MA 03,09 Record number is encrypted state child identified 
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NM 03,09  A unique encrypted number is assigned to each 
child; this unique number will follow the child as 
long as he or she is in foster care. 

PA 09 Record number is encrypted state child identifier 
number. 

SC 03,09 This data element is encrypted. 

05y PEDREVYR Date Of Most Recent Periodic Review, Year	 Format: F2 

For children who have been in care seven months or longer, enter year 
of the most recent administrative or court review, including 
dispositional hearing. For children who have been in care less than 
seven months, leave the field blank. An entry in this field certifies that 
the child's computer record is current up to this date. 

State Footnotes 
HI 03	 Periodic reviews are being held for all children in 

foster care. However, this information is currently 
not being inputted into the system for all cases. 

MN 03,09  MN's current foster care data system does not 
collect data on the date of the most recent periodic 
review. 

NM 03,09  Procedurally, social workers submit paperwork at 
the end of each month to the data entry operator. 
Events continue to occur, such as a citizen review 
board, or internal review. System updates do not 
occur as events occur. 

NM 03,09  A date in this field does not certify the child's 
computer record is current up to this date. 
Procedurally, it is not realistic to certify the child's 
computer record is current at the same time a 
'review date' is entered into the system. 

05m PEDREVMO Date Of Most Recent Periodic Review, Month	 Format: F2 

For children who have been in care seven months or longer, enter month 
of the most recent administrative or court review, including 
dispositional hearing. For children who have been in care less than 
seven months, leave the field blank. An entry in this field certifies that 
the child's computer record is current up to this date. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 05y 

05d PEDREVDA Date Of Most Recent Periodic Review, Day	 Format: F2 
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For children who have been in care seven months or longer, enter day of 
the most recent administrative or court review, including dispositional 
hearing. For children who have been in care less than seven months, 
leave the field blank. An entry in this field certifies that the child's 
computer record is current up to this date. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 05y 

06y DOBYR Child's Date of Birth, Year Format: F2 

Year of child's birth. If the child is abandoned or the date of birth is 
otherwise unknown, enter an approximate date of birth. 

State Footnotes 
NM 03,09

OH 03 

The automated system requires child's date of 
birth. 
Date-of-Birth is currently unedited in the Micro-
FACSIS County base systems. A service request 
has been released to require its entry, and to ensure 
the values are reasonable. Failure of this edit will 
then disallow the Client registration 

06m DOBMO Child's Date of Birth, Month Format: F2 

Month of child's birth. If the child is abandoned or the date of birth is 
otherwise unknown, enter an approximate date of birth. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 06y 

06w DOBWK Child's Date of Birth, Day Format: F2 

Day of child's birth. If the child is abandoned or the date of birth is 
otherwise unknown, enter an approximate date of birth. To protect the 
confidentiality of children in foster care, this variable has been recoded 
so that all possible days are collapsed into 4 values, representing each 
week of the month. The day of the month (1, 8, 15, 22) has been 
preserved in case the 3 date of birth variables are combined into a single 
variable with a date format. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 06y 

Value Label 
1 1st to the 7th day 
8 8th to the 14th day 

15 15th to the 21st day 
22 22nd to the 31st day 
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07 SEX Child Sex	 Format: F1 

The gender of the child. Indicate as appropriate. 

State Footnotes 
OH 03	 The sex code is currently unedited in the Micro-

FACSIS County base systems. A service request 
has been released to require its entry, and to ensure 
the values are reasonable. Failure of this edit will 
then disallow the Client registration 

Value Label 
1	 Male 
2	 Female 

08 RACE Child Race	 Format: F1 

In general, a person's race is determined by how others define them or 
by how they define themselves. In the case of young children, parents 
determine the race of the child. 

State Footnotes 
FL 09	 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data 

is reflected as blanks rather than unable to 
determine. 

HI 03	 HI currently collects data on ethnicity; not races. 
We are in the process of making the necessary 
modifications to the system to conform to 
AFCARS' definitions. 

MA 03,09	 Puerto Rican, Cuban, Mexican, other Hispanic 
coded as 5-unable to determine on FC #08 and 1
yes on FC #09 

NM 03,09  If Hispanic origin is yes, then race data is not 
available. Data element for 2nd ethnicity will be 
added September 1996, July 1997. 

RI 03,09	 RI currently includes Hispanic as a racial group we 
have placed them in the unable to determine 
category. 

SC 03,09	 The system can report on three options for race: 
black, white, and other. 

Value Label 
1 White (a person of European, North African, or Middle 

Eastern origin). 
2 Black (A person whose ancestry is any of the black racial 

groups of Africa). 
3	 American Indian/Alaskan Native (A person whose ancestry is 

North American, and who maintains tribal affiliation or is so 
recognized in the community) 

Foster Care Variable Information • 22 



 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

  

_________________________________________________________________________________________  
  

   

 
   

 
 

    

  

 
  

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    

 
    
    
    
   

 
 

    

  

 
  

 

NDACAN Dataset #80 

4 

5 

Asian/Pacific Islander (A person whose origin is the Far East, 
Southeast Asia, the Indian Sub-continent, or the Pacific 
islands. This includes for example, China, India, Japan, Korea, 
the Philippine Islands, Samoa and Vietnam) 
Unable to determine (The specific race category is "unable to 
determine "because the child is very young or is severely 
disabled and no person is available to identify the child's race). 

09 HISORGIN Hispanic Origin Format: F1 

Answer yes if the child is a Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or 
South American person, or person of other Spanish cultural origin 
regardless of race. Whether or not a person is Hispanic is determined by 
how others define them or how they define themselves. In the case of 
young children, parents determine the race of the child. 

State Footnotes 
FL 09 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data 

is reflected as blanks rather than unable to 
determine. 

FL 

HI 

RI 

03,09 

03 

03,09 

Effective January 17, 1996, FL began capturing 
ethnicity for subjects of new abuse reports. This 
data is not yet available for all children in care. 
HI currently collects some information related to 
Hispanic origin. We are in the process of making 
the necessary modifications to the system to 
conform more accurately to AFCARS' definitions. 
RI does not collect this information as a single data 
element but as an option in race identification. 
This number reflects cases were race was selected 

Value Label 
as Hispanic. 

1 Yes 
2 No 
3 Unable to determine (the child is very young or is severely 

disabled and no person is available to determine whether or not 
the child is Hispanic). 

10 CLINDIS Diagnosed Disability Format: F1 

Has the child been clinically diagnosed by a qualified professional as 
having one or more of the following: mental retardation; emotional 
disturbance; specific learning disability; hearing, speech or sight 
impairment; physical disability; or other clinically diagnosed handicap. 
Include regardless of whether the disability(ies) was one of the factors 
which led to the child's removal. 

State Footnotes 
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FL 09 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data 
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to 
determine. 

FL 03,09 Entry in state diagnosis fields is optional and does 
not necessarily mean there has not been a 
diagnosis; therefore no entry is coded as not yet 
determined. 

MA 
NM 

03,09 
03,09

State disability data too unreliable to use 
Data for clinical diagnosis of disability is not 
collected. Data elements #10 - #15 will be added 

OH 03 
September 1996, July 1997. 
Also related to F11-F15, there are currently no edits 
to ensure the coordination of these elements, 
although the elements themselves are individually 
available. This will be corrected in planned County 
releases of the Micro-FACSIS software. 

Value Label
 1 

2 

Yes (A qualified professional has clinically diagnosed the 
child as having at least one of the disabilities listed in the 
definition above).
No (A qualified professional has conducted a clinical 
assessment of the child and has determined that the child has 

3 
no disabilities).
Not Yet Determined (A clinical assessment of the child by a 
qualified professional has not been conducted). 

11 MR Mental Retardation Format: F1 

Significantly sub-average general cognitive and motor functioning 
existing concurrently with deficits in adaptive behavior manifested 
during the developmental period that adversely affect a child's/youth's 
socialization and learning. (Clinical diagnosis by a qualified 
professional). 

State Footnotes 
MA 

Value 
03,09 

Label 
State disability data too unreliable to use 

0 
1 

Condition does not apply 
Condition applies 

12 VISHEAR Visually Hearing Impaired Format: F1 

Having a visual impairment that may significantly affect educational 
performance or development; or a hearing impairment, whether 
permanent or fluctuating, that adversely affects educational 
performance. (Clinical diagnosis by a qualified professional). 

State Footnotes 
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MA 
RI 

03,09 
03,09 

State disability data too unreliable to use 
RI includes speech impaired in this disability 

Value Label 
group. 

0 
1 

Condition does not apply 
Condition applies 

13 PHYDIS Physically Disabled Format: F1 

A physical condition that adversely affects the child's day-to-day motor 
functioning, such as cerebral palsy, spina bifida, multiple sclerosis, 
orthopedic impairments, and other physical disabilities. (Clinical 
diagnosis by a qualified professional). 

State Footnotes 
MA 

Value 
03,09 

Label 
State disability data too unreliable to use 

0 
1 

Condition does not apply 
Condition applies 

14 DSMIII Emotionally Disturbed Format: F1 

A condition exhibiting one or more of the following characteristics over 
a long period of time and to a marked degree: an inability to build or 
maintain satisfactory interpersonal relationships; inappropriate types of 
behavior or feelings under normal circumstances; a general pervasive 
mood of unhappiness or depression; or a tendency to develop physical 
symptoms or fears associated with personal problems. The term 
includes persons who are schizophrenic or autistic. The term does not 
include persons who are socially maladjusted , unless it is determined 
that they are also seriously emotionally disturbed. The diagnosis is 
based on the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders 
(Third Edition) (DSM III) or the most recent edition. (Clinical diagnosis 
by a qualified professional). 

State Footnotes 
MA 

Value 
03,09 

Label 
State disability data too unreliable to use 

0 
1 

Condition does not apply 
Condition applies 

15 OTHERMED Other Diagnosed Condition Format: F1 

Conditions other than those noted in AFCARS under types of 
disabilities (mental retardation, visually or hearing impaired, physically 
disabled, emotionally disturbed) which require special medical care 
such as chronic illnesses. Included are children diagnosed as HIV 
positive or with AIDS. (Clinical diagnosis by a qualified professional). 
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NDACAN Dataset #80 

State Footnotes 
FL 

MA 
Value 

0 
1 

03,09 Based on state code for other developmental 
disability. 

03,09 State disability data too unreliable to use 
Label 
Condition does not apply 
Condition applies 

16 EVERADPT Child Adopted Format: F1 

Has child ever been legally adopted. 

State Footnotes 
FL 09 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data 

is reflected as blanks rather than unable to 

MA 
MN 

NM 

TN 
Value 

1 

03,09 
03,09

03,09

03,09 

determine. 
Child ever adopted data not collected 
MN's current foster care data system does not 
collect data on whether a child was "ever adopted." 
Previous adoption data is not collected. Data 
elements #16 - #17 will be added September 1996, 
July 1997. 
This data element is currently not being captured 

2 
3 

17 AGEADOPT Age At Adoption Format: F1 

For a child in foster care system who has previously been adopted, 
indicate child's age in years, actual or estimated, at the time of the 
legalized adoption. 

State Footnotes 
FL 09 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data 

is reflected as blanks rather than unable to 
determine. 

MA 
MN 

TN 
Value 

03,09 
03,09 

03,09 
Label 

Age of child at prior adoption not collected 
MN's current foster care data system does not 
collect data on the age at which a child was "ever 
adopted." 
This data element is currently not being captured 

0 
1 
2 

Not Applicable 
less than 2 years old 
2-5 years old 
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3 
4 
5 

6-12 years old 
13 years or older 
Unable to Determine 

18y REM1YR First Removal Date, Year Format: F2 

Year the child was removed from home for the first time for purpose of 
placement in a foster care setting. If the current removal is the first 
removal, enter the date of the current removal. 

State Footnotes 
MN 03,09

NM 03,09

 MN's current foster care data system does not 
collect data on the date of the first removal. 
Date of removal from home is not collected. Date 
of first placement is used. 

18m REM1MO First Removal Date, Month Format: F2 

Month the child was removed from home for the first time for purpose 
of placement in a foster care setting. If the current removal is the first 
removal, enter the date of the current removal. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 18y 

18d REM1DA First Removal Date, Day Format: F2 

Day the child was removed from home for the first time for purpose of 
placement in a foster care setting. If the current removal is the first 
removal, enter the date of the current removal. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 18y 

19 TOTALREM Total Number of Removals Format: F2 

The number of times the child was removed from home, including the 
current removal. 

State Footnotes 
MN 03,09

NM 03,09

 MN's current foster care data system does not 
collect data on the total number of removals to date. 
Total number of removals from home are 
estimated based on the current system data 
structure. A complex program approximates the 
number of foster care episodes, and then estimates 
the total removals from home. Data conversion 
issues remain 
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OH 03	 Also related to F20-F21, there are currently no edits 
to ensure the accuracy of the event dates. Also, 
backdating/predating facilities in the Micro-based 
County systems allow for consistency errors. Plans 
for F22 will also correct these. 

SC 03,09	 Child's disability: entry of data into this field in 
current system does not require a diagnosis, but is 
the caseworker's opinion. 

20y DLSTFCYR Discharge Date, Year	 Format: F2 

For children with prior removals, enter the year they were discharged 
from care for the episode immediately prior to the current episode. For 
children with no prior removals, leave blank. 

State Footnotes 
NM 03,09  Discharge date is approximated from two data 

elements that do not map directly. Depending on 
circumstances, placement termination date or loss 
of custody date is used. 

20m DLSTFCMO Discharge Date, Month	 Format: F2 

For children with prior removals, enter the month they were discharged 
from care for the episode immediately prior to the current episode. For 
children with no prior removals, leave blank. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 20y 

20d DLSTFCDA Discharge Date, Day	 Format: F2 

For children with prior removals, enter the day they were discharged 
from care for the episode immediately prior to the current episode. For 
children with no prior removals, leave blank. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 20y 

21y LATREMYR Latest Removal Date, Year	 Format: F2 

Year the child was last removed from his/her home for the purpose of 
being placed in foster care. This would be the date for the current 
episode or, if the child has exited foster care, the date of removal for the 
most recent removal. 

State Footnotes 
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NM 

PA 

03,09

09 

Latest removal from home is approximated from 
placement date, when beginning of foster care 
episode is determined. 
Counties have most of the transaction dates 
exceeding the 60day limit because they have been 
entering archival data and/or converting systems. 

21m LATREMMO Latest Removal Date, Month Format: F2 

Month the child was last removed from his/her home for the purpose of 
being placed in foster care. This would be the date for the current 
episode or, if the child has exited foster care, the date of removal for 
the most recent removal. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 21y 

21d LATREMDA Latest Removal Date, Day Format: F2 

Day the child was last removed from his/her home for the purpose of 
being placed in foster care. This would be the date for the current 
episode or, if the child has exited foster care, the date of removal for 
the most recent removal. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 21y 

22y REMTRNYR 
Removal Transaction Date, Year 

Format: F2 

A computer-generated date which accurately indicates the year the 
response to "Date of Latest Removal From Home" was entered into the 
information system. 

State Footnotes 
MN 03,09  MN's current foster care data system is not able to 

collect data on the removal transaction date. 
NM 

OH 

OK 

03,09

03 

03 

Removal transaction date is not collected. Data 
element will be added September 1996, July 1997. 
A State data integrity audit also pointed out the lack 
of an unmodifiable transaction date stamp. The 
correction is under analysis at this time, but it 
represents a fundamental departure from the current 
County system architecture. 
A majority of subject records are out of compliance 
due to conversion of existing data. As this element 
does not accurately reflect timeliness for these 
records, we strongly feel they should not be subject 
to this error. 
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RI 03,09	 RI did not record transaction dates prior to 1992. 
For these events prior to 1992 we are using event 
dates. 

TN 03,09 This data element is currently not being captured 

22m REMTRNMO Removal Transaction Date, Month	 Format: F2 

A computer-generated date which accurately indicates the month the 
response to "Date of Latest Removal From Home" was entered into the 
information system. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 22y 

22d REMTRNDA Removal Transaction Date, Day	 Format: F2 

A computer-generated date which accurately indicates the day the 
response to "Date of Latest Removal From Home" was entered into the 
information system. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 22y 

23y CURSETYR Placement Date, Year	 Format: F2 

Year the child moved into the current foster home, facility, residence, 
shelter, institution, etc. for purposes of continued foster care. 

23m CURSETMO Placement Date, Month	 Format: F2 

Month the child moved into the current foster home, facility, residence, 
shelter, institution, etc. for purposes of continued foster care. 

23d CURSETDA Placement Date, Day	 Format: F2 

Day the child moved into the current foster home, facility, residence, 
shelter, institution, etc. for purposes of continued foster care. 

24 NUMPLEP Previous Placement Settings	 Format: F2 

The number of places the child has lived, including the current setting, 
during the current removal episode. Do not include trial home visits as a 
placement setting. 

State Footnotes 
RI 03,09	 RI can only record changes in address as placement 

change, thus our events will currently include 
changes in address while placed with the same care 
taker. 

Foster Care Variable Information • 30 



 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________   

  

_________________________________________________________________________________________  
  

 
    

  

 
  

 
    

 
    

 
    
   

 
   

 
   

 
 

    

  

 
  

 
     
    

 
    

 
    

 
    
    
    

NDACAN Dataset #80 

25 MANREM Removal Manner	 Format: F1 

For the current placement episode for children in foster care, indicate 
whether the current placement agreement was voluntary, court ordered, 
or not yet determined. 

State Footnotes 
FL 09	 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data 

is reflected as blanks rather than unable to 
determine. 

TN 03,09	 Manner removal home - both computer systems 
original order can be 

Value Label 
1	 Voluntary (An official voluntary placement agreement has 

been executed between the caretaker and the agency. The 
placement remains voluntary even if a subsequent court order 
is issued to continue the child in foster care). 

2	 Court Ordered (The court has issued an order which is the 
basis of the child's removal). 

3	 Not Yet Determined (A voluntary placement agreement has 
not been signed or a court order has not been issued. This will 
mostly occur in very short-term cases. When either a voluntary 
placement agreement is signed or a court order issued, the 
record should be updated to reflect the manner of removal at 
that time). 

26 PHYABUSE Physical Abuse	 Format: F1 

As a condition associated with a child's removal from home and contact 
with the foster care system, alleged or substantiated physical abuse, 
injury or maltreatment of the child by a person responsible for the 
child's welfare. 

State Footnotes 
MA 03,09	 Physical abuse data not collected 
NM 03,09  Condition associated with a child's removal from 

home is not collected. Data elements #26 - #40 
will be added September 1996, July 1997. 

RI 03,09	 RI collects data on abuse/neglect but does not brake 
it down into type of abuse/neglect. Number reflects 
cases where removal was associated with 
abuse/neglect. 

SC 03,09	 The current system reports on physical abuse and 
sexual abuse combined. 

Value Label 
0	 Condition does not apply 
1	 Condition applies 

Foster Care Variable Information • 31 



 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________  
  

 
    

  

 
  

 
     
    

 
    

 
    
    
    
 

    

  

 
  

 
     
     
    

 
    
    
    
 

    

  

 
  

 
     
    

 

NDACAN Dataset #80 

27 SEXABUSE Sexual Abuse Format: F1 

As a condition associated with a child's removal from home and contact 
with the foster care system, alleged or substantiated sexual abuse or 
exploitation of a child by a person who is responsible for the child's 
welfare. 

State Footnotes 
MA 03,09 Sexual abuse data not collected 

RI 03,09 RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

SC 03,09 The current system reports on physical abuse and 
sexual abuse combined. 

Value Label 
0 Condition does not apply 
1 Condition applies 

28 NEGLECT Neglect Format: F1 

As a condition associated with a child's removal from home and contact 
with the foster care system, alleged or substantiated negligent treatment 
or maltreatment, including failure to provide adequate food, clothing, 
shelter or care. 

State Footnotes 
FL 03,09 Includes state codes for neglect and mental injury. 

MA 03,09 Neglect data not collected 
RI 03,09 RI does not have this brake down of information 

available see F26. 
Value Label 

0 Condition does not apply 
1 Condition applies 

29 AAPARENT Alcohol Abuse Parent Format: F1 

As a condition associated with a child's removal from home and contact 
with the foster care system, the principal caretaker's compulsive use of 
alcohol that is not of a temporary nature. 

State Footnotes 
MA 03,09 
MN 03,09

Alcohol abuse (parent) data not collected 
MN's current foster care data system collects data 
on child substance abuse without splitting it into 
drug and alcohol. 
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OH 

RI 

03 

03,09 

Also applies to F30-F33, F38-F40. These are 
essentially Caretaker Family oriented and therefore 
not available for entry. They will be included in 
the next software release to the Counties, along 
with the facilities for multiple "reasons". 
RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

SC 

TN 
Value 

03,09 

03,09 
Label 

The current system does not differentiate among 
types of substance abuse. 
This data element is currently not being captured 

0 
1 

Condition does not apply 
Condition applies 

30 DAPARENT Drug Abuse Parent Format: F1 

As a condition associated with a child's removal from home and contact 
with the foster care system, the principal caretaker's compulsive use of 
drugs that is not of a temporary nature. 

State Footnotes 
MA 
MN 

RI 

03,09 
03,09

03,09 

Drug abuse (parent) data not collected 
All instances of substance abuse were mapped into 
AFCARS alcohol abuse since alcohol is by far the 
most prevalent type of substance abuse noted. 
RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

SC 

TN 
Value 

03,09 

03,09 
Label 

The current system does not differentiate among 
types of substance abuse. 
This data element is currently not being captured 

0 
1 

Condition does not apply 
Condition applies 

31 AACHILD Alcohol Abuse Child Format: F1 

As a condition associated with a child's removal from home and contact 
with the foster care system, the Child's compulsive use of or need for 
alcohol. This element should include infants addicted at birth. 

State Footnotes 
MA 
MN 

RI 

03,09
03,09

03,09 

Alcohol abuse (child) data not collected 
MN's current foster care data system collects data 
on child substance abuse without splitting it into 
drug and alcohol. 
RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 
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TN 
Value 

03,09 
Label 

This data element is currently not being captured 

0 
1 

Condition does not apply 
Condition applies 

32 DACHILD Drug Abuse Child Format: F1 

As a condition associated with a child's removal from home and contact 
with the foster care system, the child's compulsive use of or need for 
narcotics. This element should include infants addicted at birth. 

State Footnotes 
MA 
MN 

RI 

TN 
Value 

03,09 
03,09

03,09 

03,09 
Label 

Drug abuse (child) data not collected 
All instances of substance abuse were mapped into 
AFCARS alcohol abuse since alcohol is by far the 
most prevalent type of substance abuse noted. 
RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 
This data element is currently not being captured 

0 
1 

Condition does not apply 
Condition applies 

33 CHILDIS Child Disability Format: F1 

As a condition associated with a child's removal from home and contact 
with the foster care system, a clinical diagnosis by a qualified 
professional of one or more of the following: mental retardation; 
emotional disturbance; specific learning disability; hearing, speech or 
sight impairment; physical disability; or other clinically diagnosed 
handicap. Include only if the disability(ies) was at least one of the 
factors which led to the child's removal. 

State Footnotes 
MA 

RI 

Value 

03,09 
03,09 

Label 

State disability data too unreliable to use 
RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

0 
1 

Condition does not apply 
Condition applies 

34 CHBEHPRB Child Behavior Problem Format: F1 
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As a condition associated with a child's removal from home and contact 
with the foster care system, child's behavior in the school and/or 
community that adversely affects socialization, learning, growth and 
moral development. These may include adjudicated or non-adjudicated 
child behavior problems. This would include the child's running away 
from home or other placement. 

State Footnotes 
FL 03,09 Includes state codes for runaway, truancy and 

beyond control. 
MA 03,09 Child's behavior problem data not collected 

RI 03,09 RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

Value Label 
0 Condition does not apply 
1 Condition applies 

35 PRTSDIED Parent Death Format: F1 

As a condition associated with a child's removal from home and contact 
with the foster care system, family stress or inability to care for child 
due to death of a parent or caretaker. 

State Footnotes 
MA 03,09 Death of parent(s) data not collected 

RI 03,09 RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

Value Label 
0 Condition does not apply 
1 Condition applies 

36 PRTSJAIL Parent Incarceration Format: F1 

As a condition associated with a child's removal from home and contact 
with the foster care system, temporary or permanent placement of a 
parent or caretaker in jail that adversely affects care for the child. 

State Footnotes 
MA 03,09 

RI 03,09 
Incarceration of parent(s) data not collected 
RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

Value 
0 
1 

Label 
Condition does not apply 
Condition applies 

37 NOCOPE Caretaker Inability Cope Format: F1 
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As a condition associated with a child's removal from home and contact 
with the foster care system, physical or emotional illness or disabling 
condition adversely affecting the caretaker's ability to care for the child. 

State Footnotes 
FL 

MA 
RI 

RI 

Value 

03,09 

03,09 
03 

03,09 

Label 

Includes state code for other dependency; other 
dependency includes parent deceased or 
incarcerated which cannot be separated under F35 
and F36. 
Caretaker's inability to cope data not collected 
RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 
RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

0 
1 

Condition does not apply 
Condition applies 

38 ABANDMNT Abandonment Format: F1 

As a condition associated with a child's removal from home and contact 
with the foster care system, the child has been left alone or with others; 
caretaker did not return or make whereabouts known. 

State Footnotes 
MA 

RI 
03,09 
03,09 

Abandonment data not collected 
RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

Value 
0 
1 

Label 
Condition does not apply 
Condition applies 

39 RELINQSH Relinquishment Format: F1 

As a condition associated with a child's removal from home and contact 
with the foster care system, parent(s), in writing, assigned the physical 
and legal custody of the child to the agency for the purpose of having 
the child adopted. 

State Footnotes 
MA 03,09 Relinquishment data not collected 

RI 03,09 RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

Value Label 
0 Condition does not apply 
1 Condition applies 
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40 HOUSING Inadequate Housing	 Format: F1 

As a condition associated with a child's removal from home and contact 
with the foster care system, housing facilities were substandard, 
overcrowded, unsafe or otherwise inadequate resulting in their not being 
appropriate for the parents and child to reside together. Also includes 
homelessness. 

State Footnotes 
MA 03,09 Inadequate housing data not collected 

RI 03,09 RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

TN 03,09 This data element is currently not being captured 
Value Label 

0 Condition does not apply 
1 Condition applies 

41 CURPLSET Current Placement Setting	 Format: F1 

Identify the type of setting in which the child currently lives. Types of 
settings include: Pre-Adoptive Home, Foster Family Home (Relative), 
Foster Family Home (Non-Relative), Group Home, Institution, 
Supervised Independent Living, Runaway, Trial Home Visit. 

State Footnotes 
FL 03,09	 Delinquency, alcohol, drug abuse and mental health 

residential programs are coded as institutions 
because the majority would meet that definition 
although a few would qualify as group homes; 
hospitals are coded as institutions. 

FL 03,09	 Relatives licensed as foster or shelter parents 
cannot be distinguished, therefore all family home 
settings are coded as non-relative; trial home visits 
are not captured. 

MA 03,09	 Homes are not licensed but are qualified based on 
home study, criminal records and perpetrator 
searches. 

MA 03,09	 Relative foster homes include blood relatives and 
'kinship' relationships - persons significantly 
attached to a child with same intensity as a blood 
relative 

PA 09	 PA defines Group Home as a 24 hour per day 
placement of a child in a nonsecure facility which 
serves no more than 25 children. 
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RI 03,09	 RI group homes may have less than 7 children. R.I. 
has specialized Foster Homes which may or may 
not be relative foster homes these are being 
grouped in with relative foster homes as most are 
also this group. 

SC 03,09	 In some instances, the licensing data base does not 
differentiate group home from institutional 
placements. 

SC 03,09	 Relative placements cannot be differentiated from 
foster family care in some instances. 

SC 03,09	 Private providers of foster family care are 
considered child placing agencies which are 
designated as institutions on the licensing data base. 

Value Label 
1 Pre-Adoptive Home (A home in which the family intends to 

adopt the child. The family may or may not be receiving a 
foster care payment or an adoption subsidy on behalf of the 
child). 

2 Foster Family Home (Relative) (A licensed or unlicensed 
home of the child's relatives regarded by the State as a foster 
care living arrangement for the child). 

3 Foster Family Home (Non-Relative) (A licensed foster family 
home regarded by the State as a foster care living 
arrangement). 

4 Group Home (A licensed or approved home providing 24-hour 
care for children in a small group setting that generally has 
from seven to twelve children). 

5 Institution (A child care facility operated by a public or private 
agency and providing 24-hour care and/or treatment for 
children who require separation from their own homes and 
group living experience. These facilities may include: Child 
care institutions; residential treatment facilities; maternity 
homes; etc.) 

6 Supervised Independent Living (An alternative traditional 
living arrangement where the child is under the supervision of 
the agency but without 24 hour adult supervision, is receiving 
financial support from the child welfare agency, and is in a 
setting which provides the opportunity for increased 
responsibility for self care). 

7 Runaway (The child has run away from the foster care setting). 
8 Trial Home Visit (The child has been in a foster care 

placement but, under State agency supervision, has been 
returned to the principal caretaker for a limited and specified 
period of time). 

42 PLACEOUT Out Of State Placement	 Format: F1 
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The type of setting in which the child currently lives is located in 
another State. Note: Only the State with the placement and care 
responsibility for the child should include the child in the AFCARS 
reporting system. 

Value Label 
1 Yes (The current placement setting is located outside of the 

State making the report). 
2 No (The child continues to reside within the State making the 

report). 

43 CASEGOAL Most Recent Case Plan Goal	 Format: F1 

Indicate the most recent case plan goal for the child based on the latest 
review of the child's case plan -- whether a court review or an 
administrative review. If the child has been in care less than six months, 
enter the goal in the case record as determined by the caseworker. 

State Footnotes 
FL 03,09	 State code for custody on a permanent basis to a 

foster parent is coded as long term foster care; 
relative care and guardianship cannot be 
distinguished from reunification. 

RI 03,09	 RI does not assign a case plan goal for cases open 
less than 6 months. RI also does not allow 
adoption as a case plan goal if parental rights are 
not already terminated. 

SC 03,09	 The current system posts the permanent plan as 
determined by the caseworker; it may or may not 
be the plan recommended at an administrative 
(foster care review board) or judicial review. 

Value Label 
1 	 Reunify With Parent(s) or Principal Caretaker(s) (The goal is 

to keep the child in foster care for a limited time to enable the 
agency to work with the family with whom the child had been 
living prior to entering foster care in order to reestablish a 
stable family environment). 

2 	 Live With Other Relatives (The goal is to have the child live 
permanently with a relative or relatives other than the ones 
from whom the child was removed. This could include 
guardianship by a relative(s)). 

3 	 Adoption (The goal is to facilitate the child's adoption by 
relatives, foster parents or other unrelated individuals). 

4 	 Long Term Foster Care (Because of specific factors or 
conditions, it is not appropriate or possible to return the child 
home or place her or him for adoption, and the goal is to 
maintain the child in a long term foster care placement). 
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5 Emancipation (Because of specific factors or conditions, it is 
not appropriate or possible to return the child home, have a 
child live permanently with a relative or have the child 
adopted; therefore, the goal is to maintain the child in a foster 
care setting until the child reaches the age of majority). 

6 Guardianship (The goal is to facilitate the child's placement 
with an agency or unrelated caretaker, with whom he or she 
was not living prior to entering foster care, and whom a court 
of competent jurisdiction has designated as legal guardian). 

7 Case Plan Goal Not Yet Established (No case plan goal has 
been established other than the care and protection of the 
child). 

44 CTKFAMST Caretaker Family Structure Format: F1 

Select from the four alternatives -- married couple, unmarried couple, 
single female, single male -- the category which best describes the type 
of adult caretaker(s) from whom the child was removed for the current 
foster care episode. 

State Footnotes 
FL 09 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data 

is reflected as blanks rather than unable to 
determine. 

MN 03,09  MN's current foster care data system cannot report 
family structure in the AFCARS schema. 

NM 03,09  Caretaker family structure data not collected. Data 
element will be added September 1996, July 1997. 

OH 03 Also applies to F45-F48. These are the Family 
oriented elements that are not currently available in 
the current State-level database. A proposal to 
obtain these items is currently undergoing review in 
"policy" areas of the systems users. 

RI 03,09 RI is including as Single those that we categorizes 
as separated. 

Value Label 
0 Not Applicable 
1 Married Couple 
2 Unmarried Couple 
3 Single Female 
4 Single Male 
5 Unable to Determine 

45 CTK1YR Year of Birth of 1st Caretaker Format: F2 

Year that the first principal caretaker was born. If the exact year of birth 
is unknown, enter an estimated year of birth. 
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State Footnotes 
MN 03,09  MN's current foster care data system does not 

collect data on caretakers' dates of birth. 
NM 03,09  If the caretaker date of birth is not known, an 

estimated birth date is not entered. 
RI 03,09 RI does not collect this data. 

46 CTK2YR Year of Birth 2nd Caretaker	 Format: F2 

Year that the second principal caretaker was born. If the exact year of 
birth is unknown, enter an estimated year of birth. 

State Footnotes 
MN 03,09  MN's current foster care data system does not 

collect data on caretakers' dates of birth. 
NM 03,09  If the caretaker date of birth is not known, an 

estimated birth date is not entered. 
RI 03,09 RI does not collect this data. 

47y PRTMOMYR TPR Mother, Year	 Format: F2 

Year that the court terminated the mother's parental rights. If the mother 
is known to be deceased, enter the date of death. 

State Footnotes 
MA 03,09	 Separate data on mother's and father's termination 

of parent al rights data not collected, we will use 
our parent's rights terminated data for both mother 
& father 

47m PRTMOMMO TPR Mother, Month	 Format: F2 

Month that the court terminated the mother's parental rights. If the 
mother is known to be deceased, enter the date of death. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 47y 

47d PRTMOMDA TPR Mother, Day	 Format: F2 

Day that the court terminated the mother's parental rights. If the mother 
is known to be deceased, enter the date of death. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 47y 

48y PRTDADYR TPR Father, Year	 Format: F2 
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Year that the court terminated the father's parental rights. If the mother 
is known to be deceased, enter the date of death. 

State Footnotes 

48m PRTDADMO TPR Father, Month Format: F2 

Month that the court terminated the father's parental rights. If the 
mother is known to be deceased, enter the date of death. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 48y 

48d PRTDADDA TPR Father, Day Format: F2 

Day that the court terminated the father's parental rights. If the mother is 
known to be deceased, enter the date of death. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 48y 

49 FOSFAMST Foster Family Structure Format: F1 

Select from the four alternatives -- married couple, unmarried couple, 
single female, single male --the category which best describes the nature 
of the foster parents with whom the child is living in the current foster 
care episode. 

State Footnotes 

Value 
0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

Label 
Not Applicable 
Married Couple 
Unmarried Couple 
Single Female 
Single Male 
Unable to Determine 

50 CTK1YR Year of Birth of 1st Foster Caretaker Format: F2 

Year that the first foster caretaker was born. If the exact year of birth is 
unknown, enter an estimated year of birth. 
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State Footnotes 

51 CTK2YR Year of Birth 2nd Foster Caretaker Format: F2 

Year that the second foster caretaker was born. If the exact year of birth 
is unknown, enter an estimated year of birth. 

State Footnotes 

52 RFCCTK1 Race of 1st Foster Caretaker Format: F1 

In general, a person's race is determined by how others define them or 
by how they define themselves. 

State Footnotes 

Value 
0 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Label 
Not Applicable 
White (a person of European, North African, or Middle 
Eastern origin) 
Black (A person whose ancestry is any of the black racial 
groups of Africa) 
American Indian/Alaskan Native (A person whose ancestry is 
North American, and who maintains tribal affiliation or is so 
recognized in the community) 
Asian/Pacific Islander (A person whose origin is the Far East, 
Southeast Asia, the Indian Sub-continent, or the Pacific 
islands. This includes for example, China, India, Japan, Korea, 
the Philippine Islands, Samoa and Vietnam) 
Unable to determine 

53 HOFCCTK1 Hispanic Origin of 1st Foster Caretaker Format: F1 

Answer yes if the first foster caretaker is a Mexican, Puerto Rican, 
Cuban, Central or South American person, or person of other Spanish 
cultural origin regardless of race. Whether or not a person is Hispanic is 
determined by how others define them or how they define themselves. 
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State Footnotes 

Value 
0 
1 
2 
3 

Label 
Not Applicable 
Yes 
No 
Unable to determine 

54 RFCCTK2 Race of 2nd Foster Caretaker Format: F1 

In general, a person's race is determined by how others define them or 
by how they define themselves. 

State Footnotes 

Value 
0 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Label 
Not Applicable 
White (a person of European, North African, or Middle 
Eastern origin) 
Black (A person whose ancestry is any of the black racial 
groups of Africa) 
American Indian/Alaskan Native (A person whose ancestry is 
North American, and who maintains tribal affiliation or is so 
recognized in the community) 
Asian/Pacific Islander (A person whose origin is the Far East, 
Southeast Asia, the Indian Sub-continent, or the Pacific 
islands. This includes for example, China, India, Japan, Korea, 
the Philippine Islands, Samoa and Vietnam) 
Unable to determine 

55 HOFCCTK2 Hispanic Origin of 2nd Foster Caretaker Format: F1 

Answer yes if the first foster caretaker is a Mexican, Puerto Rican, 
Cuban, Central or South American person, or person of other Spanish 
cultural origin regardless of race. Whether or not a person is Hispanic is 
determined by how others define them or how they define themselves. 

State Footnotes 

Value 
0 
1 
2 

Label 
Not Applicable 
Yes 
No 
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3 Unable to determine 

56y DODFCYR Discharge Year Format: F2 

Year the child was discharged from foster care. If the child has not been 
discharged from care, leave blank. 

State Footnotes 

56m DODFCMO Discharge Month Format: F2 

Month the child was discharged from foster care. If the child has not 
been discharged from care, leave blank. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 56y 

56d DODFCDA Discharge Day Format: F2 

Day the child was discharged from foster care. If the child has not been 
discharged from care, leave blank. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 56y 

57y DODTRNYR Discharge Transaction Year Format: F2 

A computer generated date which accurately indicates the year the 
response to "Date of Discharge From Foster Care" was entered into the 
information system. 

State Footnotes 

57m DODTRNMO Discharge Transaction Month Format: F2 

A computer generated date which accurately indicates the month the 
response to "Date of Discharge From Foster Care" was entered into the 
information system. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 57y 

57d DODTRNDA Discharge Transaction Day Format: F2 
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A computer generated date which accurately indicates the day the 
response to "Date of Discharge From Foster Care" was entered into the 
information system. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 57y 

58 DISREASN Discharge Reason	 Format: F1 

For child(ren) no longer in foster care, indicate outcome or reason for 
discharge. 

State Footnotes 

Value Label 
0 Not Applicable (The child has not been discharged as of the 

end of the reporting period). 
1 Reunification With Parents or Primary Caretaker(s) (The child 

was returned to his or her principal caretaker(s)' home). 
2 	 Living With Other Relatives (The child went to live with a 

relative other than the one from whose home he or she was 
removed). 

3 Adoption (The child was legally adopted). 
4 Emancipation (The child reached majority according to State 

law by virtue of age, marriage, etc.). 
5 Guardianship (Permanent custody of the child was awarded to 

an individual). 
6	 Transfer to Another Agency (Responsibility for the care of the 

child was awarded to another agency -- either inside or outside 
of the State). 

7 Runaway (The child ran away from the foster care placement). 
8 Death of Child (The child died while in foster care). 

59 IVEFC Title IVE Foster Care	 Format: F1 

Title IV-E foster care maintenance payments are being paid on behalf of 
the child. 
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State Footnotes 

Value Label 
0 Condition does not apply 
1 Condition applies 

60 IVEAA Title IVE Adoption Format: F1 

Title IV-E adoption subsidy is being paid on behalf of the child who is 
in an adoptive home, but the adoption has not been legalized. 

State Footnotes 

Value Label 
0 Condition does not apply 
1 Condition applies 

61 IVAAFDC Title IVA Format: F1 

Child is living with relative(s) whose source of support is an AFDC 
payment for the child. 

State Footnotes 

Value Label 
0 Condition does not apply 
1 Condition applies 

62 IVDCHSUP Title IVD Format: F1 

Child support funds are being paid to the State agency on behalf of the 
child by assignment from the receiving parent. 

State Footnotes 
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Value Label 
0 Condition does not apply 
1 Condition applies 

63 XIXMEDCD Title XIX Format: F1 

Child is eligible for and may be receiving assistance under title XIX. 

State Footnotes 

Value Label 
0 Condition does not apply 
1 Condition applies 

64 SSIOTHER SSI Format: F1 

Child is receiving support under title XVI or other Social Security Act 
titles not included in elements 59-63. 

State Footnotes 

Value Label 
0 Condition does not apply 
1 Condition applies 

65 NOA None of the Above Format: F1 

The child is receiving support only from the State or from some other 
source (Federal or non-Federal) which is not included in elements 59
64. 

State Footnotes 

Value Label 
0 Condition does not apply 
1 Condition applies 
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66 FCMNTPAY Amount of Monthly Foster Care Payment Format: F5 

Enter the monthly foster care payment (regardless of sources) - Enter 
the monthly payment paid on behalf of the child regardless of source 
(i.e., Federal, State, county, municipality, tribal, and private payments). 
If title IV-E is paid on behalf of the child the amount indicated should 
be the total computable amount. If the payment made on behalf of the 
child is not the same each month, indicated the amount of the last full 
monthly payment made during the reporting period. If no monthly 
payment has been made during the period, enter all zeros. 

State Footnotes 
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APPENDIX B: ADOPTION VARIABLE INFORMATION 

This appendix consists of three sections. The first and second are lists of all the data elements in 
the ADOPT96 data file, sorted alphabetically and by element number, respectively. The third 
section provides a description of the adoption data elements. The elements are arranged in the 
order found in ADOPT96. For each element, the element number, variable name, variable label, 
and variable format is provided on the first line. A more extensive description of the variable 
follows with any state footnotes specific to the element. Finally, variable values and their 
corresponding labels are listed as appropriate. 

The text of the footnotes were submitted by the states and are presented as is. 
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NDACAN Dataset #80 

Adoption Data Elements: Sorted Alphabetically 

Element # Variable Label Page 

27 ADADRACE Adoptive Father Race 68 

24 ADDADYR Adoptive Father Year of Birth 67 

23 ADMOMYR Adoptive Mother Year of Birth 67 

22 ADPFAMST Adoptive Family Structure 66 

04 AGNYINVL State Agency Involvement 58 

09 AGYSPNDS Child Special Needs 61 

25 AMOMRACE Adoptive Mother Race 67 

10 BASSPNDS Special Needs Basis 61 

34 CHPLDBY Child Placed By 71 

33 CHPLDFRM Child Placed From 70 

05m DOBMO Child Date of Birth, Month 59 

05y DOBYR Child Date of Birth, Year 59 

17 DOBYRDAD Father Year of Birth 64 

16 DOBYRMOM Mother Year of Birth 64 

14 DSMIII Emotionally Disturbed 63 

21d FINADPDA Date Adoption Legalized, Day 66 

21m FINADPMO Date Adoption Legalized, Month 66 

21y FINADPYR Date Adoption Legalized, Year 66 

31 FOSPARCH Foster Parent 70 

08 HISORGIN Child Hispanic Origin 60 

28 HODAD Adoptive Father Hispanic Origin 69 

26 HOMOM Adoptive Mother Hispanic Origin 68 

37 IVEAA IVE Assistance 72 

18 MOMARRD Mother Married 64 

36 MONAMNT Monthly Amount 72 

35 MONSUBSY Receiving Subsidy 71 

11 MR Mental Retardation 62 

32 NONREL Non Relative 70 

30 OTHEREL Other Relative 70 

15 OTHRMED Other Diagnosed Condition 63 

13 PHYDIS Physically Disabled 63 

07 RACE Child Race 59 

03 RECNUM Record Number 58 
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02m REPDATMO Report End Date, Month 58
 

02y REPDATYR Report End Date, Year 58
 

06 SEX Child Sex 59
 

01 STATE State 57
 

29 STPARENT Stepparent 69
 

20d TPRDADDA TPR Father, Day 66
 

20m TPRDADMO TPR Father, Month 66
 

20y TPRDADYR TPR Father, Year 65
 

19d TPRMOMDA TPR Mother, Day 65
 

19m TPRMOMO TPR Mother, Month 65
 

19y TPRMOMYR TPR Mother, Year 65
 

12 VISHEAR Visual Hearing Impaired 62
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Adoption Data Elements: Sorted By Element Number 

Element # Variable Label Page 

01 STATE State 57
 

02y REPDATYR Report End Date, Year 58
 

02m REPDATMO Report End Date, Month 58
 

03 RECNUM Record Number 58
 

04 AGNYINVL State Agency Involvement 58
 

05y DOBYR Child Date of Birth, Year 59
 

05m DOBMO Child Date of Birth, Month 59
 

06 SEX Child Sex 59
 

07 RACE Child Race 59
 

08 HISORGIN Child Hispanic Origin 60
 

09 AGYSPNDS Child Special Needs 61
 

10 BASSPNDS Special Needs Basis 61
 

11 MR Mental Retardation 62
 

12 VISHEAR Visual Hearing Impaired 62
 

13 PHYDIS Physically Disabled 63
 

14 DSMIII Emotionally Disturbed 63
 

15 OTHRMED Other Diagnosed Condition 63
 

16 DOBYRMOM Mother Year of Birth 64
 

17 DOBYRDAD Father Year of Birth 64
 

18 MOMARRD Mother Married 64
 

19y TPRMOMYR TPR Mother, Year 65
 

19m TPRMOMO TPR Mother, Month 65
 

19d TPRMOMDA TPR Mother, Day 65
 

20y TPRDADYR TPR Father, Year 65
 

20m TPRDADMO TPR Father, Month 66
 

20d TPRDADDA TPR Father, Day 66
 

21y FINADPYR Date Adoption Legalized, Year 66
 

21m FINADPMO Date Adoption Legalized, Month 66
 

21d FINADPDA Date Adoption Legalized, Day 66
 

22 ADPFAMST Adoptive Family Structure 66
 

23 ADMOMYR Adoptive Mother Year of Birth 67
 

24 ADDADYR Adoptive Father Year of Birth 67
 

25 AMOMRACE Adoptive Mother Race 67
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26 HOMOM Adoptive Mother Hispanic Origin 68
 

27 ADADRACE Adoptive Father Race 68
 

28 HODAD Adoptive Father Hispanic Origin 69
 

29 STPARENT Stepparent 69
 

30 OTHEREL Other Relative 70
 

31 FOSPARCH Foster Parent 70
 

32 NONREL Non Relative 70
 

33 CHPLDFRM Child Placed From 70
 

34 CHPLDBY Child Placed By 71
 

35 MONSUBSY Receiving Subsidy 71
 

36 MONAMNT Monthly Amount 72
 

37 IVEAA IVE Assistance 72
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Adoption Codebook Information 

The variables in this codebook are arranged in the order in which they appear in the ADOPT96 
data file. The first line in the description of each of the variables gives the AFCARS Data 
Element Number and the name (in all capital letters), label, and format for the variable. Formats 
beginning with the letter "F" are numeric. Those beginning with "A" are string, or character, 
variables. The numbers in the format refer to the number of digits allowed for the variable. 
Below the first line, a brief explanation of the variable, relevant state footnotes, and the 
allowable values with their labels are provided. For the state footnotes, the submission period for 
which the note applies are indicated by "03" for March or "09" for September. The text of the 
footnotes were submitted by the states and are presented as is. 

01 STATE State Format: F2 

Identity of the State reporting on the record. Use the two digit Federal 
Information Processing Standards (FIPS) code for the State. 

State Footnotes 
MI 09 LD footnote for element 1/fips code 

Value Label
 4 Arizona
 5 Arkansas
 6 California
 8 Colorado 
10 Delaware 
11 District of Columbia 
12 Florida 
13 Georgia 
15 Hawaii 
16 Idaho 
17 Illinois 
18 Indiana 
19 Iowa 
21 Kentucky 
22 Louisiana 
23 Maine 
24 Maryland 
25 Massachusetts 
27 Minnesota 
28 Mississippi 
30 Montana 
31 Nebraska 
34 New Jersey 
35 New Mexico 
37 North Carolina 
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39 Ohio
 
40 Oklahoma
 
41 Oregon
 
42 Pennsylvania
 
44 Rhode Island
 
46 South Dakota
 
47 Tennessee
 
48 Texas
 
49 Utah
 
50 Vermont
 
53 Washington
 
55 Wisconsin
 
72 Puerto Rico
 

02y REPDATYR Report End Date, Year Format: F4 

The last year for the reporting period. 

02m REPDATMO Report End Date, Month Format: F2 

The last month for the reporting period. 

03 RECNUM Record Number Format: A12 

The sequential number which the state uses to transmit data to the 
Department of Health and Human Services (DHHS) or a unique 
(encrypted) number which follows the child as long as he or she is in 
foster care. Encrypted values may appear garbled in the data file; this is 
not an error. The record number cannot be linked to the child's case I.D. 
number except at the State or local level. 

State Footnotes 
FL 03,09 A sequential number is created and stored in the state 

data base for the child. 
MA 03,09 Record number is encrypted state child identified 
NM 03,09  A unique encrypted number is assigned to each child; 

this unique number will follow the child as long as he 
or she is in foster care. 

04 AGNYINVL State Agency Involvement Format: F1 
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Indicate whether the State Title IV-B/IV-E agency had any involvement in 
the adoption, that is, whether the adopted child belongs to one of the 
following categories: (1) a child who had been in foster care under the 
responsibility and care of the State child welfare agency and who was 
subsequently adopted whether special needs or not and whether a subsidy 
was provided or not; (2) a special needs child who was adopted in the State, 
whether or not he/she was in the public foster care system prior to his/her 
adoption and for whom non-recurring expenses were reimbursed; or (3) a 
child for whom an adoption assistance payment or service is being provided 
based on arrangement made by or through the State agency. 

State Footnotes 
NM 03,09  The state automated system only tracks title IV-B/IV

E agency adoptions. Private adoption data is handled 
manually. Procedures would need to be modified to 
collect and store private adoption data in the automated 
system. 

Value 
1 
2 

Label
Yes
No 

05y DOBYR Child Date of Birth, Year Format: F4 

Month of the child's birth. If the child is abandoned or the date of birth is 
otherwise unknown, enter an approximate date of birth. 

State Footnotes 
NM 03,09  The automated system requires child's date of birth. 

05m DOBMO Child Date of Birth, Month Format: F2 

Month of the child's birth. If the child is abandoned or the date of birth is 
otherwise unknown, enter an approximate date of birth. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 05y 

06 SEX Child Sex Format: F1 

The gender of the person. 

Value 
1 
2 

Label
Male
Female 

07 RACE Child Race Format: F1 
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In general, a person's race is determined by how others define them or by 
how they define themselves. In the case of young children, parents determine 
the race of the child. 

State Footnotes 
FL 09 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data is 

reflected as blanks rather than unable to determine. 
MA 03,09 Puerto Rican, Cuban, Mexican, other Hispanic coded as 

5-unab le to determine on a #07 and 1-yes on a #08 
NM 03,09  If Hispanic origin is yes, then race data is not available. 

Data element for race will be added September 1996, 
July 1997. 

RI 03,09	 RI records Hispanic as a racial category and reports this 
in A08. Thus our totals in racial groups are missing 
these persons and may not be accurate in cross state 
comparisons. 

Value Label 
1 White (A person of European, North African, or Middle Eastern 

origin). 
2 Black (A person whose ancestry is any of the black racial groups 

of Africa). 
3	 American Indian/Alaskan Native (A person whose ancestry is 

North American, and who maintains tribal affiliation or is so 
recognized in the community). 

4	 Asian/Pacific Islander (A person whose origin is the Far East, 
Southeast Asia, the Indian sub-continent, or the pacific Islands. 
This includes for example, China, India, Japan, Korea, the 
Philippine Islands, Samoa and Vietnam). 

5	 Unable to Determine (The specific race category is "Unable to 
Determine" because the child is very young or is severely disabled 
and no other person is available to identify the child's race). 

08 HISORGIN Child Hispanic Origin	 Format: F1 

Answer yes if the child is a Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or South 
American person, or person of other Spanish cultural origin regardless of 
race. Whether or not a person is Hispanic is determined by how others define 
them or by how they define themselves. In the case of young children, 
parents determine the race of the child. 

State Footnotes 
FL 09	 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data is 

reflected as blanks rather than unable to determine. 
FL 03,09	 Effective January 17, 1996, FL began capturing 

ethnicity for subjects of new abuse reports. This data is 
not yet available for all children in care. 
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RI 03,09 RI records Hispanic as a selection under race. Our 
numbers reflect only cases where race was indicated as 
Hispanic. 

Value Label
 1 
2 

Yes
No

 3 Unable to determine (the child is very young or is severely 
disabled and no person is available to determine whether or not the 
child is Hispanic) 

09 AGYSPNDS Child Special needs Format: F1 

Use the State definition of special needs as it pertains to a child eligible for 
an adoption subsidy under Title IV-E. 

State Footnotes 
MA 
NM 

OH 

03,09 
03,09

03 

Special needs data too unreliable to use 
NM special needs data does not map directly to 
AFCARS definitions. Data element will be added 
September 1996, July 1997. 
Also applies to A10. The Counties are asked to state 
whether there is special needs, but are not required to 
elaborate on the type of need. Also, we do not consider 
Race or Age to be special needs. 

Value Label
 1 
2 

Yes 
No 

10 BASSPNDS Special Needs Basis Format: F1 

The primary basis or condition for categorization as special needs and only 
as it is defined by the State. 

State Footnotes 
FL 03,09 Racial origin includes black children; age includes 

children eight and over; conditions and disabilities 
includes only those where the optional state diagnosis 
fields have been entered. 

FL 

FL 

MA 

03,09 

03,09 

03,09 

Children meeting multiple criteria are counted 
according to the first which applies: disability, race, 
age, other. 
Children of mixed race, sibling groups, and some 
conditions or disabilities cannot be distinguished and 
are included in other; the special condition of 
emotional tie to foster parent is also coded other. 
Special needs data too unreliable to use 
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NM 03,09  NM special needs data does not map directly to 
AFCARS definitions. Data element will be added 
September 1996, July 1997. 

Value Label
 0 
1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Not Applicable
Racial/Original Background (The primary condition or factor for 
special needs is racial/original background as defined by the 
State)
Age (The primary factor or condition for special needs is age of 
the child as defined by the State)
Sibling group Member (The primary factor or condition for 
special needs is membership in a sibling group as defined by the 
State)
Medical Condition or Mental, Physical, Emotional Disabilities 
(The primary factor or condition for special needs is the child's 
medical condition as defined by the State, but clinically 
diagnosed by a qualified professional)
Other 

11 MR Mental Retardation Format: F1 

Significantly sub-average general cognitive and motor functioning existing 
concurrently with deficits in adaptive behavior manifested during the 
developmental period that adversely affect a child/youth's socialization and 
learning. (Clinical diagnosis by a qualified professional). 

State Footnotes 
MA 03,09 
NM 03,09

Mental retardation data too unreliable to use 
Data for clinical diagnosis of disability is not collected. 
Adoption data elements #11 - #15 will be added 
September 1996, July 1997. 

Value Label
 0 
1 

Does not Apply
Applies 

12 VISHEAR Visual Hearing Impaired Format: F1 

Having a visual impairment that may significantly affect educational 
performance or development; or a hearing impairment, whether permanent 
or fluctuating, that adversely affects educational performance. (Clinical 
diagnosis by a qualified professional). 

State Footnotes 
MA 

RI 
03,09 
03,09 

Visual or hearing impaired data too unreliable to use 
RI includes speech impairments with visually and or 
hearing impaired as one group. 
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Value 
0 
1 

Label
Does not Apply
Applies 

13 PHYDIS Physically disabled Format: F1 

A physical condition that adversely affects the child's day-to-day motor 
functioning, such as cerebral palsy, spina bifida, multiple sclerosis, 
orthopedic impairments and other physical disabilities. (Clinical diagnosis by 
a qualified professional). 

State Footnotes 
MA 03,09 State disability data too unreliable to use 

Value 
0 
1 

Label
Does not Apply
Applies 

14 DSMIII Emotionally Disturbed Format: F1 

A condition exhibiting one or more of the following characteristics over a 
long period of time and to a marked degree: an inability to build or maintain 
satisfactory interpersonal relationships; inappropriate types of behavior or 
feelings under normal circumstances; a general pervasive mood of 
unhappiness or depression; or a tendency to develop physical symptoms or 
fears associated with personal problems. The term includes persons who are 
schizophrenic or autistic. The term does not include persons who are socially 
maladjusted, unless it is determined that they are also seriously emotionally 
disturbed. The diagnosis is based the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of 
Mental Disorders (Third Edition) (DSM III) or the most recent edition. 
(Clinical diagnosis by a qualified professional). 

State Footnotes 
MA 03,09 Emotionally disturbed data too unreliable to use 

Value 
0 
1 

Label
Does not Apply
Applies 

15 OTHRMED Other Diagnosed Condition Format: F1 

Conditions other than those noted in AFCARS under types of disabilities 
(mental retardation, visually or hearing impaired, physically disabled, 
emotionally disturbed) which require special medical care such as chronic 
illnesses. Included are children diagnosed as HIV positive or with AIDS. 
(Clinical diagnosis by a qualified professional). 

State Footnotes 
FL 03,09 Based on state code for other developmental disability. 
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MA 03,09 Other medical data too unreliable to use 

Value Label
 0 Does not Apply
 1 Applies 

16 DOBYRMOM Mother Year of Birth	 Format: F4 

Year that a person was born. AFCARS Adoption data elements ask for 
this data on the birth parent(s) and adoptive parent(s). 

State Footnotes 
NM 03,09  The functionality and data elements to track birth 

parent data will be added September 1996, July 1997. 
OH 03	 Also applies to A17-A20. We do not know at this 

time the ability to respond to questions on the 
Biological parents. Plans to include Family data at 
the State level are currently being formulated. 

RI 03,09 RI does not keep record of this information. 
TN 03,09 One agency's computer system has data element, but 

that agency does 

17 DOBYRDAD Father Year of Birth	 Format: F4 

Year that a person was born. AFCARS Adoption data elements ask for this 
data on the birth parent(s) and adoptive parent(s). 

State Footnotes 
NM 03,09  The functionality and data elements to track birth 

parent data will be added September 1996, July 1997. 
RI 03,09 RI does not keep record of this information. 

TN 03,09 One agency's computer system has data element, but 
that agency does 

18 MOMARRD Mother married	 Format: F1 

For adoption data, indicate whether the birth mother was married at time of 
child's birth; include common law marriage if legal in the State. 

State Footnotes 
FL 09 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data is 

reflected as blanks rather than unable to determine. 
MA 03,09 Mother married at time of child's birth not collected 
NM 03,09  The functionality and data elements to track birth 

parent data will be added September 1996, July 1997. 
RI 03,09 RI does not keep record of this information. 

Value Label
 0 Not Applicable 
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1 Yes
 2 No 
3 Unable to determine (The child was abandoned and no 

information was available on the mother). 

19y TPRMOMYR TPR Mother, Year	 Format: F4 

The year that the court terminated the mother's parental rights. If the 
mother is known to be deceased, enter the date of death. 

State Footnotes 
MA 03,09	 Separate data on mother's and father's termination of 

parent al rights data not collected, we will use our 
parent's rights terminated data for both mother & 
father 

RI 03,09	 RI has this information in most cases exceptions are 
where adoptive parental rights may have also been 
terminated as this information would overwrite 
original dates of termination of rights. 

19m TPRMOMO TPR Mother, Month	 Format: F2 

The month that the court terminated the mother's parental rights. If the 
mother is known to be deceased, enter the date of death. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 19y 

19d TPRMOMDA TPR Mother, Day Format: F2 

The day that the court terminated the mother's parental rights. If the 
mother is known to be deceased, enter the date of death. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 19y 

20y TPRDADYR TPR Father, Year Format: F4 

The year that the court terminated the father's parental rights. If the father 
is known to be deceased, enter the date of death. 

State Footnotes 
MA 03,09	 Separate data on mother's and father's termination of 

parent al rights data not collected, we will use our 
parent's rights terminated data for both mother & 
father 
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RI 03,09	 RI has this information in most cases exceptions are 
where adoptive parental rights may have also been 
terminated as this information would overwrite 
original dates of termination of rights. 

20m TPRDADMO TPR Father, Month	 Format: F2 

The month that the court terminated the father's parental rights. If the 
father is known to be deceased, enter the date of death. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 20y 

20d TPRDADDA TPR Father, Day Format: F2 

The day that the court terminated the father's parental rights. If the father is 
known to be deceased, enter the date of death. 

State Footnotes 
See Footnotes for 20y 

21y FINADPYR Date Adoption Legalized, Year Format: F4 

The year the court issued the final adoption decree. 

21m FINADPMO Date Adoption Legalized, Month Format: F2 

The month the court issued the final adoption decree. 

21d FINADPDA Date Adoption Legalized, Day Format: F2 

The day the court issued the final adoption decree. 

22 ADPFAMST Adoptive Family Structure Format: F1 

Select from the four alternatives -- married couple, unmarried couple, 
single female, single male -- the category which best describes the nature of 
the adoptive parent(s) family structure. 

State Footnotes 
NM 03,09  Family structure data is not collected. Data element 

will be added September 1996, July 1997. 
OH 03	 Also applies to A23-A28. The County system users are 

not required to enter the specific demographic data for 
the Foster Care Family members. Edits will soon be 
added to ensure complete data, in a Micro software 
release to the Counties. 

Value Label
 1 Married Couple 
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2 Unmarried Couple
 3 Single Female
 4 Single Male
 5 Unable to Determine 

23 ADMOMYR Adoptive Mother Year of Birth	 Format: F4 

Year that a person was born. AFCARS Adoption data elements ask for this 
data on the birth parent(s) and adoptive parent(s). 

State Footnotes 
NM 03,09  If adoptive mother date of birth is not known, an 

estimated birth date is not entered. 

24 ADDADYR Adoptive Father Year of Birth	 Format: F4 

Year that a person was born. AFCARS Adoption data elements ask for this 
data on the birth parent(s) and adoptive parent(s). 

State Footnotes 
NM 03,09  If adoptive father date of birth is not known, an 

estimated birth date is not entered. 

25 AMOMRACE Adoptive Mother Race	 Format: F1 

In general, a person's race is determined by how others define them or by 
how they define themselves. 

State Footnotes 
MA 03,09	 Puerto Rican, Cuban, Mexican, other Hispanic coded 

as 5-unab le to determine on a #25 and 1-yes on a 
#26 

NM 03,09  If Hispanic origin is yes, then race data is not 
collected. Data element for 2nd ethnicity will be 
added September 1996, July 1997. 

RI 03,09	 RI records Hispanic as a racial category and reports 
this in A26. Thus our totals in racial groups are 
missing these persons and may not be accurate in 
cross state comparisons. 

Value Label
 0 Not Applicable
 1 White (A person of European, North African, or Middle Eastern 

origin).
 2 Black (A person whose ancestry is any of the black racial 

groups of Africa).
 3	 American Indian/Alaskan Native (A person whose ancestry is 

North American, and who maintains tribal affiliation or is so 
recognized in the community). 
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4	 Asian/Pacific Islander (A person whose origin is the Far East, 
Southeast Asia, the Indian sub-continent, or the pacific Islands. 
This includes for example, China, India, Japan, Korea, the 
Philippine Islands, Samoa and Vietnam).

 5	 Unable to Determine 

26 HOMOM Adoptive Mother Hispanic Origin	 Format: F1 

Indicate yes if adoptive mother is Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or 
South American person, or person of other Spanish cultural origin regardless 
of race. Whether or not a person is Hispanic is determined by how others 
define them or by how they define themselves. In the case of young children, 
parents determine the race of the child. 

State Footnotes 
RI 03,09	 RI records Hispanic as a selection under race. Our 

numbers reflect only cases where race was indicated as 
Hispanic. 

Value Label
 0 Not Applicable
 1 Yes
 2 No
 3 Unable to determine 

27 ADADRACE Adoptive Father Race	 Format: F1 

In general, a person's race is determined by how others define them or by 
how they define themselves. 

State Footnotes 
MA 03,09	 Puerto Rican, Cuban, Mexican, other Hispanic coded 

as 5-unab le to determine on a #27 and 1-yes on a 
#28 

NM 03,09  If Hispanic origin is yes, then race data is not 
collected. Data element for 2nd ethnicity will be 
added September 1996, July 1997. 

RI 03,09	 RI records Hispanic as a racial category and reports 
this in A08. Thus our totals in racial groups are 
missing these persons and may not be accurate in 
cross state comparisons. 

Value Label
 0 Not Applicable
 1 White (A person of European, North African, or Middle Eastern 

origin).
 2 Black (A person whose ancestry is any of the black racial 

groups of Africa). 
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3 

4 

5 

American Indian/Alaskan Native (A person whose ancestry is 
North American, and who maintains tribal affiliation or is so 
recognized in the community).
Asian/Pacific Islander (A person whose origin is the Far East, 
Southeast Asia, the Indian sub-continent, or the pacific Islands. 
This includes for example, China, India, Japan, Korea, the 
Philippine Islands, Samoa and Vietnam).
Unable to Determine 

28 HODAD Adoptive Father Hispanic Origin Format: F1 

Indicate yes if adoptive father is Mexican, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Central or 
South American person, or person of other Spanish cultural origin regardless 
of race. Whether or not a person is Hispanic is determined by how others 
define them or by how they define themselves. In the case of young children, 
parents determine the race of the child. 

State Footnotes 
RI 03,09 RI records Hispanic as a selection under race. Our 

numbers reflect only cases where race was indicated as 
Hispanic. 

Value 
0 
1 
2 

Label
Not Applicable
Yes
No

 3 Unable to determine 

29 STPARENT Stepparent Format: F1 

Indicate if adoptive parent's prior relationship with the child was as a spouse 
of the child's birth mother or birth father. 

State Footnotes 
MA 03,09 
NM 03,09

OH 03 

Stepparent data not collected 
Stepparent adoption data are not collected or stored in 
the state information system. These are all done 
through private attorney's. 
Also applies to A30-A32. These questions are in 
regard to the relationships between the Adoptive Home 
and the Adopted Child. We have no such data at this 
time, but they will be added to the next software to the 
Counties. 

RI 03,09 RI does not collect this data. 

Value Label
 0 
1 

Does not Apply
Applies 

Adoption Variable Information • 69



 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________  
  

    

  
 

  
 

     

    
    
    
 

    

  

 
  

 
    

 
     

    
    
    
 

    

  

 
  

 
     

    
    
    
 

    

  

 
  

 

NDACAN Dataset #80 

30 OTHEREL Other Relative Format: F1 

Indicate if adoptive parent's prior relationship with child was as a relative 
through the birth parents by blood or marriage. 

State Footnotes 
RI 03,09 RI does not collect this data. 

Value Label
 0 Does not Apply
 1 Applies 

31 FOSPARCH Foster Parent Format: F1 

Indicate if child was placed in a non-relative foster family home with a 
family which later adopted him or her. The initial placement could have 
been for the purpose of adoption or for the purpose of foster care. 

State Footnotes 
FL 03,09 Relative and non-relative are not distinguished; 

includes all foster parent adoptions. 
RI 03,09 RI does not collect this data. 

Value Label
 0 Does not Apply
 1 Applies 

32 NONREL Non Relative Format: F1 

Indicate if adoptive parent's prior relationship to child fits into none of the 
categories listed (Stepparent, Other Relative of Child by Birth or Marriage, 
Foster Parent of Child). 

State Footnotes 
RI 03,09 RI does not collect this data. 

Value Label
 0 Does not Apply
 1 Applies 

33 CHPLDFRM Child Placed From Format: F1 

Indicate the location of the individual or agency that had custody or 
responsibility for the child at the time of initiation of adoption proceedings 
(placed from within State, another State, or another country). 

State Footnotes 
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NM 03,09  The value for 'placed from' will always be equal to 1 
child was placed from within the state. If the child 
was placed from another state, that state is finalizing 
adoption proceedings and will have reporting 
responsibility. 

Value Label
 1	 Within State (Responsibility for the child resided with an 

individual or agency within the State filling the report)
 2	 Another State (Responsibility for the child resided with an 

individual or agency in another State or territory of the United 
States)

 3	 Another Country (Immediately prior to the adoptive placement, 
the child was residing in another country and was not a citizen of 
the United States) 

34 CHPLDBY Child Placed By	 Format: F1 

Indicate the individual or agency which placed the child for adoption. 

State Footnotes 
MA 03,09 Placed by is always public agency 
NM 03,09  Data for 'child placed by' is not collected. Data element 

will be added September 1996, July 1997. 
RI 03,09 RI records only those adoptions placed by public 

agency. 

Value Label
 1 Public Agency (A unit of State or local government)
 2 Private Agency (A for-profit or non-profit agency institution)
 3 Tribal Agency (A unit within one of the Federally recognized 

Indian Tribes or Indian Tribal Organizations)
 4 Independent Person (A doctor, lawyer, or some other individual)
 5 Birth Parent (The parent(s) placed the child directly with the 

Adoptive parent(s)) 

35 MONSUBSY Receiving Subsidy	 Format: F1 

Enter "yes" if the child was adopted with an adoption assistance agreement 
under which: (1) regular subsidies (Federal or State) are paid. 

State Footnotes 
FL 03,09	 Coded yes if payment was made for maintenance 

subsidy - title iv-e. 
FL 03,09	 Includes only children entered in the child welfare 

vouchering system (CWVS) and the client information 
system (CIS) with the same client identification 
number. 
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NM 03,09  Private adoptions receiving a one-time adoption 
subsidy payment are not included. Functionality to 
collect these payments will be added September 1996, 
July 1997. 

FL 03,09	 Coded yes if payment was made for maintenance 
subsidy - title iv-e. 

Value Label
 1 Yes
 2 No 

36 MONAMNT Monthly Amount	 Format: F2 

Indicate the monthly amount of the adoption subsidy rounded to the nearest 
dollar. Indicate "0" if the subsidy includes only benefits under titles XIX or 
XX of the Social Security Act. 

State Footnotes 
FL 03,09	 Includes only children entered in the child welfare 

vouchering system (CWVS) and the client information 
system (CIS) with the same client identification 
number. 

FL 03,09 Most recent monthly amount paid for maintenance 
subsidy only. 

MA 03,09 Amount of subsidy not available 

37 IVEAA IVE Assistance	 Format: F1 

If element #35 is yes, indicate whether subsidy is claimed by the State for 
reimbursement under Title IV-E. Do not include Title IV-E non-recurring 
costs in this item. 

State Footnotes 
FL 03,09	 Coded yes if payment was made for maintenance 

subsidy - title iv-e. 
FL 03,09	 Includes only children entered in the child welfare 

vouchering system (CWVS) and the client information 
system (CIS) with the same client identification number. 

MA 03,09 Title IV-E adoption assistance data not available 

Value Label
 1 Yes
 2 No 
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APPENDIX C: STATE FOOTNOTES 

This appendix provides all the AFCARS footnotes submitted by the states, sorted by state and 
element number. The submission date for the footnote is also provided. The two dates are 
"199603" for March, 1996 and "199609" for September, 1996. All the footnotes listed in the 
codebooks from Appendices A and B are listed here again in addition to any footnotes that did 
not apply to specific data elements. The general state footnotes are given an element number of 
"00". The "A" or "F" preceding the element number indicate whether the note applies to the 
adoption data or the foster care data, respectively. The text of the footnotes were submitted by 
the states and are presented as is. 
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State Submission Element #	 Footnote 

California 199603,09 A00	 Adoption data is late in reporting because of 
program changes in order to meet requirements for 
AFCARS. 

Florida 199603,09 A03	 A sequential number is created and stored in the 
state data base for the child. 

Florida 199609 A07	 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data 
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to 
determine. 

Florida 199603,09 A08	 Effective January 17, 1996, Florida began 
capturing ethnicity for subjects of new abuse 
reports. This data is not yet available for all 
children in care. 

Florida 199609 A08	 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data 
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to 
determine. 

Florida 199603,09 A10	 Racial origin includes black children; age includes 
children eight and over; conditions and disabilities 
includes only those where the optional state 
diagnosis fields have been entered. 

Florida 199603,09 A10	 Children meeting multiple criteria are counted 
according to the first which applies: disability, 
race, age, other. 

Florida 199603,09 A10	 Children of mixed race, sibling groups, and some 
conditions or disabilities cannot be distinguished 
and are included in other; the special condition of 
emotional tie to foster parent is also coded other. 

Florida 199603,09 A15	 Based on state code for other developmental 
disability. 

Florida 199609 A18	 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data 
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to 
determine. 

Florida 199603,09 A31	 Relative and non-relative are not distinguished; 
includes all foster parent adoptions. 

Florida 199603,09 A35	 Coded yes if payment was made for maintenance 
subsidy - title iv-e. 

Florida 199603,09 A35	 Includes only children entered in the child welfare 
vouchering system (CWVS) and the client 
information system (CIS) with the same client 
identification number. 

Florida 199603,09 A36	 Includes only children entered in the child welfare 
vouchering system (CWVS) and the client 
information system (CIS) with the same client 
identification number. 
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Florida 199603,09 A36	 Most recent monthly amount paid for maintenance 
subsidy only. 

Florida 199603,09 A37	 Coded yes if payment was made for maintenance 
subsidy - title iv-e. 

Florida 199603,09 A37	 Includes only children entered in the child welfare 
vouchering system (CWVS) and the client 
information system (CIS) with the same client 
identification number. 

Florida 199603,09 F00	 Relative placement records (other than long-term) 
are selected based on their status and living 
arrangement at the date of extract since history is 
not available; these values could vary from those 
during the reporting period. 

Florida 199603,09 F00	 Records have been selected for extraction based on 
actual dates in care. 

Florida 199603,09 F03	 Where the service area includes multiple counties, 
the child's residence county is used if among the 
counties served, else the home office county is 
used. 

Florida 199603,09 F04	 A sequential number is created and stored in the 
state data base for the child. 

Florida 199609 F08	 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data 
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to 
determine. 

Florida 199603,09 F09	 Effective January 17, 1996, Florida began 
capturing ethnicity for subjects of new abuse 
reports. This data is not yet available for all 
children in care. 

Florida 199609 F09	 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data 
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to 
determine. 

Florida 199603,09 F10	 Entry in state diagnosis fields is optional and does 
not necessarily mean there has not been a 
diagnosis; therefore no entry is coded as not yet 
determined. 

Florida 199609 F10	 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data 
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to 
determine. 

Florida 199603,09 F15	 Based on state code for other developmental 
disability. 

Florida 199609 F16	 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data 
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to 
determine. 

Florida 199609 F17	 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data 
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to 
determine. 
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Florida 199609 F25	 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data 
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to 
determine. 

Florida 199603,09 F28	 Includes state codes for neglect and mental injury. 
Florida 199603,09 F34	 Includes state codes for runaway, truancy and 

beyond control. 
Florida 199603,09 F37	 Includes state code for other dependency; other 

dependency includes parent deceased or 
incarcerated which cannot be separated under F35 
and F36. 

Florida 199603,09 F41	 Delinquency, alcohol, drug abuse and mental 
health residential programs are coded as 
institutions because the majority would meet that 
definition although a few would qualify as group 
homes; hospitals are coded as institutions. 

Florida 199603,09 F41	 Relatives licensed as foster or shelter parents 
cannot be distinguished, therefore all family home 
settings are coded as non-relative; trial home visits 
are not captured. 

Florida 199603,09 F43	 State code for custody on a permanent basis to a 
foster parent is coded as long term foster care; 
relative care and guardianship cannot be 
distinguished from reunification. 

Florida 199609 F44	 Effective report period ending 09/96, missing data 
is reflected as blanks rather than unable to 
determine. 

Florida 199603,09 F58	 Placement with legal guardian (not a relative) 
cannot be distinguished from reunification with 
parents. 

Florida 199603,09 F58	 Transfer to another agency includes juvenile 
justice, adult corrections, other hrs programs (not 
child welfare), private agencies and closure of 
interstate cases. 

Florida 199603,09 F59	 This field is coded based on iv-e eligibility of the 
child; if the placement is not eligible, payments 
will not be IV-E. 

Florida 199603,09 F59	 This field is coded based on iv-e eligibility of the 
child; if the placement is not eligible, payments 
will not be IV-E. 

Florida 199603,09 F60	 This field is coded based on iv-e eligibility of the 
child; if the placement is not eligible, payments 
will not be IV-E. 

Florida 199603,09 F64	 This field is coded based on SSI eligibility of the 
child. 
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Florida 199603,09 F66	 Includes only children entered in the child welfare 
vouchering system (CWVS) and the client 
information system (CIS) with the same client 
identification number. 

Florida 199603,09 F66	 Most recent monthly amount paid for maintenance 
subsidy only. 

Hawaii 199609 A00	 Tested. The accuracy of the data as it exists in our 
system and how the data appears in transmission 
has not been verified and may reflect 
inconsistencies. 

Hawaii 199609 A00	 This report is being submitted primarily for the 
purpose of testing the transmission after 
conversion. Our electronic data system is still 
being tested and revised and the extraction 
program needs to be more thoroughly analyzed 
and 

Hawaii 199603 F00	 Hawaii collects data related to most elements. 
Only elements whose AFCARS definitions are 
similar to Hawaii's definitions are being reported 
at this time. Elements in this report include FC 
elements: 1-9, 23, 41-43, 49-55, 59-61, & 64. 

Hawaii 199609 F00	 Tested. The accuracy of the data as it exists in our 
system and how the data appears in transmission 
has not been verified and may reflect 
inconsistencies. 

Hawaii 199609 F00	 This report is being submitted primarily for the 
purpose of testing the transmission after 
conversion. Our electronic data system is still 
being tested and revised and the extraction 
program needs to be more thoroughly analyzed 
and 

Hawaii 199603 F05	 Periodic reviews are being held for all children in 
foster care. However, this information is currently 
not being inputted into the system for all cases. 

Hawaii 199603 F08	 Hawaii currently collects data on ethnicity; not 
races. We are in the process of making the 
necessary modifications to the system to conform 
to AFCARS' definitions. 

Hawaii 199603 F09	 Hawaii currently collects some information related 
to Hispanic origin. We are in the process of 
making the necessary modifications to the system 
to conform more accurately to AFCARS' 
definitions. 

Hawaii 199603 F49	 Hawaii collects data related to this element. 
However, this information is currently not being 
inputted into the system for all cases. 
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Hawaii 199603 F50	 Hawaii collects data related to this element. 
However, this information is currently not being 
inputted into the system for all cases. 

Hawaii 199603 F51	 Hawaii collects data related to this element. 
However, this information is currently not being 
inputted into the system for all cases. 

Hawaii 199603 F52	 Hawaii collects data related to this element. 
However, this information is currently not being 
inputted into the system for all cases. 

Hawaii 199603 F53	 Hawaii collects data related to this element. 
However, this information is currently not being 
inputted into the system for all cases. 

Hawaii 199603 F54	 Hawaii collects data related to this element. 
However, this information is currently not being 
inputted into the system for all cases. 

Hawaii 199603 F55	 Hawaii collects data related to this element. 
However, this information is currently not being 
inputted into the system for all cases. 

Hawaii 199603 F64	 Currently only SSI benefits are being reported. 
We are in the process of making modifications to 
the system to collect data on other federal 
resources. 

Kentucky 199603	 Kentucky does not currently capture this date 
Kentucky 199603	 Kentucky code 14 (other) does not translate to an 

AFCARS code so it is being left blank 
Kentucky 199603	 Kentucky code 7 (other) does not translate to an 

AFCARS code so it is being left blank 
Kentucky 199603	 Kentucky codes for Hispanic, biracial and not 

reported are reported as AFCARS code 5 (unable 
to determine). 

Kentucky 199603	 Kentucky codes for biracial and not reported are 
reported as AFCARS code 3 (unable to 
determine). 

Kentucky 199603	 Kentucky source system for this transmission does 
not capture this information 

Kentucky 199603	 Kentucky source system for this transmission does 
not capture this information 

Kentucky 199603	 Kentucky codes for biracial and not reported are 
reported as AFCARS code 3 (unable to 
determine). 

Kentucky 199603	 Kentucky codes for Hispanic, biracial and not 
reported are reported as AFCARS code 5 (unable 
to determine). 

Kentucky 199603	 Kentucky code 7 (other) does not translate to an 
AFCARS code so it is being left blank 
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NDACAN Dataset #80 

Kentucky 199603	 Kentucky code 14 (other) does not translate to an 
AFCARS code so it is being left blank 

Kentucky 199603	 Kentucky does not currently capture this date 
Louisiana 199609 A00	 This submission does not contain ad information. 

We are working on this. The FC data is complete 
for our department, but we are missing dept. Of 
corrections data for this submission. 

Louisiana 199609 A00	 Also, we have run conversions for fields in the FC 
data. Some fields will not have data since they are 
new. Thank you. 

Massachusetts 199603,09 A00	 Adoptions occurring in the last 60 days of the 
report period will be reported in the submission 
for the following period 

Massachusetts 199603,09 A00	 Non-state agency adoptions are not included 
Massachusetts 199603,09 A03	 Record number is encrypted state child identified 
Massachusetts 199603,09 A07	 Puerto Rican, Cuban, Mexican, other Hispanic 

coded as 5-unab le to determine on a #07 and 1
yes on a #08 

Massachusetts 199603,09 A09	 Special needs data too unreliable to use 
Massachusetts 199603,09 A10	 Special needs data too unreliable to use 
Massachusetts 199603,09 A11	 Mental retardation data too unreliable to use 
Massachusetts 199603,09 A12	 Visual or hearing impaired data too unreliable to 

use 
Massachusetts 199603,09 A13	 State disability data too unreliable to use 
Massachusetts 199603,09 A14	 Emotionally disturbed data too unreliable to use 
Massachusetts 199603,09 A15	 Other medical data too unreliable to use 
Massachusetts 199603,09 A18	 Mother married at time of child's birth not 

collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 A19	 Separate data on mother's and father's termination 

of parent al rights data not collected, we will use 
our parent's rights terminated data for both mother 
& father 

Massachusetts 199603,09 A20	 Separate data on mother's and father's termination 
of parent al rights data not collected, we will use 
our parent's rights terminated data for both mother 
& father 

Massachusetts 199603,09 A25	 Puerto Rican, Cuban, Mexican, other Hispanic 
coded as 5-unab le to determine on a #25 and 1
yes on a #26 

Massachusetts 199603,09 A27	 Puerto Rican, Cuban, Mexican, other Hispanic 
coded as 5-unab le to determine on a #27 and 1
yes on a #28 

Massachusetts 199603,09 A29	 Stepparent data not collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 A34	 Placed by is always public agency 
Massachusetts 199603,09 A36	 Amount of subsidy not available 
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Massachusetts 199603,09 A37 Title IV-E adoption assistance data not available 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F00 Temporary method of extraction used (based on 

actual dates in care) 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F00 Reported population includes children with mental 

health, mental retardation, developmental 
disabilities but not as their primary problem 

Massachusetts 199603,09 F00 Multi-racial not tracked 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F00 There should be no duplication in reported cases 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F00 Population being reported does not include cases 

in juvenile justice system 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F04 Record number is encrypted state child identified 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F08 Puerto Rican, Cuban, Mexican, other Hispanic 

coded as 5-unable to determine on FC #08 and 1
yes on FC #09 

Massachusetts 199603,09 F10 State disability data too unreliable to use 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F11 State disability data too unreliable to use 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F12 State disability data too unreliable to use 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F13 State disability data too unreliable to use 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F14 State disability data too unreliable to use 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F15 State disability data too unreliable to use 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F16 Child ever adopted data not collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F17 Age of child at prior adoption not collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F26 Physical abuse data not collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F27 Sexual abuse data not collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F28 Neglect data not collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F29 Alcohol abuse (parent) data not collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F30 Drug abuse (parent) data not collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F31  Alcohol abuse (child) data not collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F32 Drug abuse (child) data not collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F33 State disability data too unreliable to use 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F34 Child's behavior problem data not collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F35 Death of parent(s) data not collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F36 Incarceration of parent(s) data not collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F37 Caretaker's inability to cope data not collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F38 Abandonment data not collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F39 Relinquishment data not collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F40 Inadequate housing data not collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F41	 Homes are not licensed but are qualified based on 

home study, criminal records and perpetrator 
searches. 
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Massachusetts 199603,09 F41	 Relative foster homes include blood relatives and 
'kinship' relationships - persons significantly 
attached to a child with same intensity as a blood 
relative 

Massachusetts 199603,09 F47	 Separate data on mother's and father's termination 
of parent al rights data not collected, we will use 
our parent's rights terminated data for both mother 
& father 

Massachusetts 199603,09 F48	 Separate data on mother's and father's termination 
of parent al rights data not collected, we will use 
our parent's rights terminated data for both mother 
& father 

Massachusetts 199603,09 F52	 Race (1st foster caretaker) - Puerto Rican, Cuban, 
Mexican, other Hispanic coded as 5-unable to 
determine on #52 and as 1-yes on #53 

Massachusetts 199603,09 F54	 Race (2nd foster caretaker) - Puerto Rican, Cuban, 
Mexican, other Hispanic coded as 5-unable to 
determine on #54 and as 1-yes on #55 

Massachusetts 199603,09 F60	 Title iv-e adoption subsidy only claimed after 
child's adopt ion is legalized 

Massachusetts 199603,09 F61	 AFDC status of children not collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F62	 Child support status of children not collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F63	 Medicaid eligibility of children not collected 
Massachusetts 199603,09 F64	 SSI or other federal benefit data not collected 
Michigan 199609 A00	 LD general footnote 
Michigan 199609 A01	 LD footnote for element 1/fips code 
Minnesota 199603 F00  Minnesota's data for this 9603 transmission are 

from the 2nd half of calendar year 1995 (for foster 
care only), rather than the AFCARS requested 
reporting p 

Minnesota 199609 F00	 Minnesota's data for this 9609 transmission are 
from the 1st half of calendar year 1996 (for foster 
care only), rather than the AFCARS requested 
reporting period. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F05  Minnesota's current foster care data system does 
not collect data on the date of the most recent 
periodic review. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F16  Minnesota's current foster care data system does 
not collect data on whether a child was "ever 
adopted." 

Minnesota 199603,09 F17  Minnesota's current foster care data system does 
not collect data on the age at which a child was 
"ever adopted." 

Minnesota 199603,09 F18  Minnesota's current foster care data system does 
not collect data on the date of the first removal. 
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Minnesota 199603,09 F19  Minnesota's current foster care data system does 
not collect data on the total number of removals to 
date. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F22  Minnesota's current foster care data system is not 
able to collect data on the removal transaction 
date. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F29  Minnesota's current foster care data system 
collects data on child substance abuse without 
splitting it into drug and alcohol. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F30  All instances of substance abuse were mapped 
into AFCARS alcohol abuse since alcohol is by far 
the most prevalent type of substance abuse noted. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F31  Minnesota's current foster care data system 
collects data on child substance abuse without 
splitting it into drug and alcohol. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F32  All instances of substance abuse were mapped 
into AFCARS alcohol abuse since alcohol is by far 
the most prevalent type of substance abuse noted. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F44  Minnesota's current foster care data system cannot 
report family structure in the AFCARS schema. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F45  Minnesota's current foster care data system does 
not collect data on caretakers' dates of birth. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F46  Minnesota's current foster care data system does 
not collect data on caretakers' dates of birth. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F49  Minnesota's current foster care data system cannot 
report family structure in the AFCARS schema. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F50  Minnesota's current foster care data system does 
not collect data on foster parents' years of birth. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F51  Minnesota's current foster care data system does 
not collect data on foster parents' years of birth. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F57  Minnesota's current foster care data system is not 
able to collect data on the discharge transaction 
date. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F60  Minnesota's current foster care data system does 
not collect data on federal financial support types 
other than iv-e foster care. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F60  In Minnesota, IV-E adoption support is only 
received by children whose adoptions are 
finalized, so they are in the adoptions file, not 
foster care. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F61  Minnesota's current foster care data system does 
not collect data on federal financial support types 
other than iv-e foster care. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F61  In Minnesota, no child who receives IV-E foster 
or adoptive care would be simultaneously eligible 
for IV-A. 
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Minnesota 199603,09 F62  Minnesota's current foster care data system does 
not collect data on federal financial support types 
other than IV-E foster care. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F63  Minnesota's current foster care data system does 
not collect data on federal financial support types 
other than IV-E foster care. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F63  In Minnesota, all children who receive any type of 
IV-E are automatically eligible for title XIX ma. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F64  Minnesota's current foster care data system does 
not collect data on federal financial support types 
other than IV-E foster care. 

Minnesota 199603,09 F65  Minnesota's current foster care data system does 
not collect data on federal financial support types 
other than IV-E foster care. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A00  The state of New Mexico's adoption file has 
duplicate adoptions that were finalized in previous 
reporting periods. This error was procedural in 
nature and procedures will be corrected before the 
next reporting period. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A00  The state of New Mexico's automated system 
does not track private adoption subsidy payments. 
The data is in manual systems. Functionality for 
one-time private adoption subsidy payments will 
be added September 1996, July 1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A00  The state of New Mexico's automated system 
does not track birth parent information for 
adoption services. This data is only in manual 
systems. The functionality and data elements to 
track birth parent data will be added September 
1996, July 1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A00  The state of New Mexico implemented a 
computer system in 1984 for tracking adoption and 
foster care clients. Historical data is available 
beginning more than ten years ago for adoption 
data elements that map directly to AFCARS 
definitions 

New Mexico 199603,09 A00  217 adoptions are being reported and estimates 
are that there were less finalized during the 
reporting period ending 3/31/96. 

New Mexico 199609 A00	 The state of new Mexico will be implementing a 
new tracking system called facts in July, 1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A03  A unique encrypted number is assigned to each 
child; this unique number will follow the child as 
long as he or she is in foster care. 
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New Mexico 199603,09 A04  The state automated system only tracks title IV
B/IV-E agency adoptions. Private adoption data is 
handled manually. Procedures would need to be 
modified to collect and store private adoption data 
in the automated system. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A05  The automated system requires child's date of 
birth. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A07  If Hispanic origin is yes, then race data is not 
available. Data element for race will be added 
September 1996, July 1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A09  New Mexico special needs data does not map 
directly to AFCARS definitions. Data element 
will be added September 1996, July 1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A10  New Mexico special needs data does not map 
directly to AFCARS definitions. Data element 
will be added September 1996, July 1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A11  Data for clinical diagnosis of disability is not 
collected. Adoption data elements #11 - #15 will 
be added September 1996, July 1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A16  The functionality and data elements to track birth 
parent data will be added September 1996, July 
1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A17  The functionality and data elements to track birth 
parent data will be added September 1996, July 
1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A18  The functionality and data elements to track birth 
parent data will be added September 1996, July 
1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A22  Family structure data is not collected. Data 
element will be added September 1996, July 1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A23  If adoptive mother date of birth is not known, an 
estimated birth date is not entered. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A24  If adoptive father date of birth is not known, an 
estimated birth date is not entered. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A25  If Hispanic origin is yes, then race data is not 
collected. Data element for 2nd ethnicity will be 
added September 1996, July 1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A27  If Hispanic origin is yes, then race data is not 
collected. Data element for 2nd ethnicity will be 
added September 1996, July 1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A29  Stepparent adoption data are not collected or 
stored in the state information system. These are 
all done through private attorney's. 
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New Mexico 199603,09 A33  The value for 'placed from' will always be equal 
to 1 - child was placed from within the state. If the 
child was placed from another state, that state is 
finalizing adoption proceedings and will have 
reporting responsibility. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A34  Data for 'child placed by' is not collected. Data 
element will be added September 1996, July 1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 A35  Private adoptions receiving a one-time adoption 
subsidy payment are not included. Functionality 
to collect these payments will be added September 
1996, July 1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F00  The state of New Mexico implemented a 
computer system in 1984 for tracking adoption and 
foster care clients. Historical data is available 
beginning more than ten years ago for adoption 
data elements that map directly to AFCARS 
definitions 

New Mexico 199603,09 F00  A complex computer program was developed to 
approximate the data corresponding with the foster 
care episode definition. Data structure issues and 
data integrity exceptions are not yet fully resolved. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F00  The state of New Mexico does not specifically 
collect data for a 'foster care episode.' data is 
collected for service planning, with placement and 
termination dates. 

New Mexico 199609 F00	 The state of New Mexico will be implementing a 
new tracking system called facts in July, 1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F04  A unique encrypted number is assigned to each 
child; this unique number will follow the child as 
long as he or she is in foster care. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F05  Procedurally, social workers submit paperwork at 
the end of each month to the data entry operator. 
Events continue to occur, such as a citizen review 
board, or internal review. System updates do not 
occur as events occur. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F05  A date in this field does not certify the child's 
computer record is current up to this date. 
Procedurally, it is not realistic to certify the child's 
computer record is current at the same time a 
'review date' is entered into the system. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F06  The automated system requires child's date of 
birth. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F08  If Hispanic origin is yes, then race data is not 
available. Data element for 2nd ethnicity will be 
added September 1996, July 1997. 
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New Mexico 199603,09 F10  Data for clinical diagnosis of disability is not 
collected. Data elements #10 - #15 will be added 
September 1996, July 1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F16  Previous adoption data is not collected. Data 
elements #16 - #17 will be added September 1996, 
July 1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F18  Date of removal from home is not collected. Date 
of first placement is used. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F19  Total number of removals from home are 
estimated based on the current system data 
structure. A complex program approximates the 
number of foster care episodes, and then estimates 
the total removals from home. Data conversion 
issues remain 

New Mexico 199603,09 F20  Discharge date is approximated from two data 
elements that do not map directly. Depending on 
circumstances, placement termination date or loss 
of custody date is used. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F21  Latest removal from home is approximated from 
placement date, when beginning of foster care 
episode is determined. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F22  Removal transaction date is not collected. Data 
element will be added September 1996, July 1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F26  Condition associated with a child's removal from 
home is not collected. Data elements #26 - #40 
will be added September 1996, July 1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F44  Caretaker family structure data not collected. Data 
element will be added September 1996, July 1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F45  If the caretaker date of birth is not known, an 
estimated birth date is not entered. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F46  If the caretaker date of birth is not known, an 
estimated birth date is not entered. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F49  Foster family structure data is not collected. Data 
element will be added September 1996, July 1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F50  If the caretaker date of birth is not known, an 
estimated birth date is not entered. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F51  If the caretaker date of birth is not known, an 
estimated birth date is not entered. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F52  If Hispanic origin is yes, then race data is not 
available. Data element for race will be added 
September 1996, July 1997. 

New Mexico 199603,09 F54  If Hispanic origin is yes, then race data is not 
available. Data element for race will be 
September 1996, July 1997. 
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New Mexico 199603,09 F56

New Mexico 199603,09 F61

New Mexico 199603,09 F62

Ohio 199603 A09 

Ohio 199603 A16 

Ohio 199603 A22 

Ohio 199603 A29 

Ohio 199603 F00 

Ohio 199603 F06 

Discharge date is approximated from two data 
elements that do not map directly. Depending on 
circumstances, placement termination date or loss 
of custody date is used. 
AFDC payment data not available in the computer 
system. Data element will be added September 
1996, July 1997. 
Child support data not available in the current 
system. An interface is required to capture this 
data from another system. Funding to develop this 
interface not yet determined. Projected September 
1996, July 1997. 
Also applies to A10. The Counties are asked to 
state whether there is special needs, but are not 
required to elaborate on the type of need. Also, 
we do not consider Race or Age to be special 
needs. 
Also applies to A17-A20. We do not know at this 
time the ability to respond to questions on the 
Biological parents. Plans to include Family data at 
the State level are currently being formulated. 
Also applies to A23-A28. The County system 
users are not required to enter the specific 
demographic data for the Foster Care Family 
members. Edits will soon be added to ensure 
complete data, in a Micro software release to the 
Counties. 
Also applies to A30-A32. These questions are in 
regard to the relationships between the Adoptive 
Home and the Adopted Child. We have no such 
data at this time, but they will be added to the next 
software to the Counties. 
Although AFCARS is a function of SACWIS, we 
are forced by budgetary limitations to redesign 
(reorient) our 1987 FACSIS system which was not 
permitted to contain Family (Caretaker) data. 
Thus, these elements will be under-reported for a 
time 
Date-of-Birth is currently unedited in the Micro-
FACSIS County base systems. A service request 
has been released to require its entry, and to ensure 
the values are reasonable. Failure of this edit will 
then disallow the Client registration 
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Ohio 199603 F07 

Ohio 199603 F10 

Ohio 199603 F19 

Ohio 199603 F22 

Ohio 199603 F29 

Ohio 199603 F44 

Ohio 199603 F49 

Ohio 199603 F57 

Ohio 199603 F61 

The sex code is currently unedited in the Micro-
FACSIS County base systems. A service request 
has been released to require its entry, and to ensure 
the values are reasonable. Failure of this edit will 
then disallow the Client registration 
Also related to F11-F15, there are currently no 
edits to ensure the coordination of these elements, 
although the elements themselves are individually 
available. This will be corrected in planned 
County releases of the Micro-FACSIS software. 
Also related to F20-F21, there are currently no 
edits to ensure the accuracy of the event dates. 
Also, backdating/predating facilities in the Micro-
based County systems allow for consistency 
errors. Plans for F22 will also correct these. 
A State data integrity audit also pointed out the 
lack of an unmodifiable transaction date stamp. 
The correction is under analysis at this time, but it 
represents a fundamental departure from the 
current County system architecture. 
Also applies to F30-F33, F38-F40. These are 
essentially Caretaker Family oriented and 
therefore not available for entry. They will be 
included in the next software release to the 
Counties, along with the facilities for multiple 
"reasons". 
Also applies to F45-F48. These are the Family 
oriented elements that are not currently available 
in the current State-level database. A proposal to 
obtain these items is currently undergoing review 
in "policy" areas of the systems users. 
Also applies to F50-F55. Consistency errors 
involving these items stem from the lack of 
mandatory entries for data elements in the Foster 
homes demographics database at the County sites. 
These edits will be installed shortly. 
See notes on F22 - transaction date stamping is 
essential for fiscal prudence, and there will be 
Draconian modifications to the County and State 
systems toward that end. We hope to 
simultaneously evolve into the SACWIS model. 
Also applies to F62-F64. The SACWIS model 
includes a communications link to other 
applications for other Federally funded services. 
We have no such linkage but are preparing to have 
the Counties declare these services explicitly. 
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Oklahoma 199603 F00	 Children with placements in tribal foster care 
homes and children within relative placements 
were not included in this data. We have submitted 
two questions concerning this and are awaiting 
resolution. 

Oklahoma 199603 F22	 A majority of subject records are out of 
compliance due to conversion of existing data. As 
this element does not accurately reflect timeliness 
for these records, we strongly feel they should not 
be subject to this error. 

Pennsylvania 199609 F04	 Record number is encrypted state child identifier 
number. 

Pennsylvania 199609 F21	 Counties have most of the transaction dates 
exceeding the 60day limit because they have been 
entering archival data and/or converting systems. 

Pennsylvania 199609 F41	 Pennsylvania defines Group Home as a 24 hour 
per day placement of a child in a nonsecure facility 
which serves no more than 25 children. 

Pennsylvania 199609 F57	 Entering discharge dates in a timely fashion (i.e. 
within 60days) is a new requirement for the 
counties. Therefore, many of the dates exceed 
the limit. 

Pennsylvania 199609 F58	 3 deaths: by accident (1), by natural causes (2). 
Rhode Island 199603,09 A00	 RI does not maintain a connection between the 

pre-adoptive record of a child and the new record 
created after the adoption is finalized. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 A00	 RI Corrected methodology for determining if child 
was adopted during the AFCARS period. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 A07	 RI records Hispanic as a racial category and 
reports this in A08. Thus our totals in racial groups 
are missing these persons and may not be accurate 
in cross state comparisons. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 A08	 RI records Hispanic as a selection under race. Our 
numbers reflect only cases where race was 
indicated as Hispanic. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 A12	 RI includes speech impairments with visually and 
or hearing impaired as one group. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 A16	 RI does not keep record of this information. 
Rhode Island 199603,09 A17	 RI does not keep record of this information. 
Rhode Island 199603,09 A18	 RI does not keep record of this information. 
Rhode Island 199603,09 A19	 RI has this information in most cases exceptions 

are where adoptive parental rights may have also 
been terminated as this information would 
overwrite original dates of termination of rights. 
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Rhode Island 199603,09 A20	 RI has this information in most cases exceptions 
are where adoptive parental rights may have also 
been terminated as this information would 
overwrite original dates of termination of rights. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 A25	 RI records Hispanic as a racial category and 
reports this in A26. Thus our totals in racial groups 
are missing these persons and may not be accurate 
in cross state comparisons. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 A26	 RI records Hispanic as a selection under race. Our 
numbers reflect only cases where race was 
indicated as Hispanic. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 A27	 RI records Hispanic as a racial category and 
reports this in A08. Thus our totals in racial groups 
are missing these persons and may not be accurate 
in cross state comparisons. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 A28	 RI records Hispanic as a selection under race. Our 
numbers reflect only cases where race was 
indicated as Hispanic. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 A29 RI does not collect this data.
 
Rhode Island 199603,09 A30 RI does not collect this data.
 
Rhode Island 199603,09 A31 RI does not collect this data.
 
Rhode Island 199603,09 A32 RI does not collect this data.
 
Rhode Island 199603,09 A34 RI records only those adoptions placed by public 


agency. 
Rhode Island 199603,09 F03	 RI currently has one central office from where all 

placements are made this being Providence. 
Rhode Island 199603,09 F08	 RI currently includes Hispanic as a racial group 

we have placed them in the unable to determine 
category. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F09	 RI does not collect this information as a single 
data element but as an option in race 
identification. This number reflects cases were 
race was selected as Hispanic. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F12	 RI includes speech impaired in this disability 
group. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F22	 RI did not record transaction dates prior to 1992. 
For these events prior to 1992 we are using event 
dates. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F24	 RI can only record changes in address as 
placement change, thus our events will currently 
include changes in address while placed with the 
same care taker. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F26	 RI collects data on abuse/neglect but does not 
brake it down into type of abuse/neglect. Number 
reflects cases where removal was associated with 
abuse/neglect. 
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Rhode Island 199603,09 F27	 RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F28	 RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F29	 RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F30	 RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F31	 RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F32	 RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F33	 RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F34	 RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F35	 RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F36	 RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F37	 RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

Rhode Island 199603 F37	 RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F38	 RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F39	 RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F40	 RI does not have this brake down of information 
available see F26. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F41	 RI group homes may have less than 7 children. 
R.I. has specialized Foster Homes which may or 
may not be relative foster homes these are being 
grouped in with relative foster homes as most are 
also this group. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F43	 RI does not assign a case plan goal for cases open 
less than 6 months. RI also does not allow 
adoption as a case plan goal if parental rights are 
not already terminated. 

Rhode Island	 199603,09 F44 RI is including as Single those that we categorizes 
as separated. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F45 RI does not collect this data. 
Rhode Island 199603,09 F46 RI does not collect this data. 
Rhode Island 199603,09 F49 RI does not collect this data. 
Rhode Island 199603,09 F50 RI does not collect this data. 
Rhode Island 199603,09 F51 RI does not collect this data. 
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Rhode Island 199603,09 F52	 RI does not collect this data. 
Rhode Island 199603,09 F53	 RI does not collect this data. 
Rhode Island 199603,09 F54	 RI does not collect this data. 
Rhode Island 199603,09 F55	 RI does not collect this data. 
Rhode Island 199603,09 F57	 RI did not record transaction dates prior to 1992. 

For these events prior to 1992 we are using event 
dates. 

Rhode Island 199603,09 F62	 RI D.C.Y.F. does not record this information. 
Funds are distributed by another Agency and 
information can not be integrated in D.C.Y.F. 
records. 

South Carolina 199603,09 F00	 Adoption data is maintained on a personal 
computer system which is not currently linked to 
the other systems. 

South Carolina 199603,09 F00	 Some foster care data is maintained on six separate 
systems. Data is currently being reported from two 
separate systems. Five of these systems are 
linked. 

South Carolina 199603,09 F04	 This data element is encrypted. 
South Carolina 199603,09 F08	 The system can report on three options for race: 

black, white, and other. 
South Carolina 199603,09 F19	 Child's disability: entry of data into this field in 

current system does not require a diagnosis, but is 
the caseworker's opinion. 

South Carolina 199603,09 F26	 The current system reports on physical abuse and 
sexual abuse combined. 

South Carolina 199603,09 F27	 The current system reports on physical abuse and 
sexual abuse combined. 

South Carolina 199603,09 F29	 The current system does not differentiate among 
types of substance abuse. 

South Carolina 199603,09 F30	 The current system does not differentiate among 
types of substance abuse. 

South Carolina 199603,09 F41	 In some instances, the licensing data base does not 
differentiate group home from institutional 
placements. 

South Carolina 199603,09 F41	 Relative placements cannot be differentiated from 
foster family care in some instances. 

South Carolina 199603,09 F41	 Private providers of foster family care are 
considered child placing agencies which are 
designated as institutions on the licensing data 
base. 

South Carolina 199603,09 F43	 The current system posts the permanent plan as 
determined by the caseworker; it may or may not 
be the plan recommended at an administrative 
(foster care review board) or judicial review. 
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South Carolina 199603,09 F58	 The current system does not capture AFCARS 
codes 5 (guardianship) and 6 (transfer to another 
agency). 

Tennessee 199603 A00	 Due to a program code problem, a new program 
which captures adoption 

Tennessee 199603,09 A16	 One agency's computer system has data element, 
but that agency does 

Tennessee 199603,09 A17	 One agency's computer system has data element, 
but that agency does 

Tennessee 199603,09 F00	 Cannot determine Hispanic culture with 100% 
accuracy, due to TN data 

Tennessee 199603,09 F00	 Tennessee is attempting to match data from (3) 
computer systems in (3 

Tennessee 199603,09 F00	 Tennessee uses the temporary method of 
extraction for records. We have no 

Tennessee 199603,09 F00	 Record numbers in the data set are sequential. 
Tenn. Uses adoption 

Tennessee 199603,09 F16	 This data element is currently not being captured 
Tennessee 199603,09 F17	 This data element is currently not being captured 
Tennessee 199603,09 F22	 This data element is currently not being captured 
Tennessee 199603,09 F25	 Manner removal home - both computer systems 

original order can be 
Tennessee 199603,09 F29	 This data element is currently not being captured 
Tennessee 199603,09 F30	 This data element is currently not being captured 
Tennessee 199603,09 F31	 This data element is currently not being captured 
Tennessee 199603,09 F32	 This data element is currently not being captured 
Tennessee 199603,09 F40	 This data element is currently not being captured 
Tennessee 199603,09 F57	 This data element is currently not being captured 
Wisconsin 199603 F03	 In addition to reporting by county, Wisconsin 

reports cases by tribe. So far we have been unable 
to determine whether or not FIPS codes have been 
assigned for them.mm559603f16 although 
Wisconsin does track adoption placements of 
children 
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APPENDIX D: AFCARS FINAL RULE 

The complete text of the AFCARS Final Rule as it appeared in the Federal Register, 58 (244), 
67912-67938. 

Appendix D: AFCARS Final Rule • 95 
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Part 11. 

Department of 
Health and Human. 
Services 
Administration for Children and Families 

45 CFR Parts 13551 et al. 
Data Collection for Foster Care and 
Adoption; Statewide Automated Child · 
Welfare Information Systems; Final Rufe 
and Interim Final Rule 
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OEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND 

HUMAN SERVICES 


Administration for Children and 

Famitles 


46 CFR Parts 1355, 1356 and 1357 

RIN 0970-ABl05 

Titte IV-8 and Titte IV..£ of the Social 
Security Aet; Data Collection for Foster 
Care and Adoption 

AGENCY:Administration forChildre n 
and Families, Departm ent of Health and 
Human Services. · 
ACTION:Final rule. 

SUMMARY: Th~ Departm ent is issuing 
this. final rule to.imp lement the 
requiremenu of section 479 of the 
Social Security Act. This section 
requires the Secretary to publish 
regulations that implem ent a system for 
the collecti on or adopt ion and foster 
care data in the United States . All States 
that administer State plans un der title 
JV-Band title IV-E of the Social 
Security Act are subject to this final 
rule. 
EFFEC1l\lE.DATE;This,rule.l& effective 

January 21 . 1994. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
By Mail: Children's Bureau, 


Administration on Chi ldren. Youth 

and Famili es, PO Box 1182, 

Wash ington, OC 20013. Attenti oru. 

Daniel H. Lewis. 


By Teleph one; Daniel H. Lewis. (202) 
205-8618'. oi-MichaefAmbrose, (202):· 
205-8740. 

SUPPLEMENTARVIHfORMATIOH: 

I. General 

This rule, generally kn own as the 
Adoption and Foster C'.are Analysis and 
Reporting System (AFCARS} is desjgned 
to collect u nlfonn , rel iable information 
on ch ildren who are under tha 
responsibi lity ofthe State title IV-B!IV- · 
E ageni:.-yf.otplacement an.d care. The 
collection of a.cl.option and foster ca.re 
dat a is mandat ed by section 479 of the . 
Soci al Secur ity Act . In orde r to 
adequate ly moot the inten t of the law 
and the req uirements of this .regulatio n, 
the States' da!n collection systems for 
Aff..ARSmust becomp uterize d . 

The Department of Hea lth and Human 
· Services (DHHS) will use this 

information to respond to Congressio nal 
requests for cummt data on children in 
foster ca.re or who have boon adopted . 
and to respo nd to questions and 
requests from other Depart ments and 
agencie s. incl uding the General 
Accounting Office. the Office or 
Manab'l!ment and Budget (OMB). the 

DHUS Office of Izispe i;lOr General. famili es an d avoid placement of 
national ~ vor..acy organ izatfons, States. chiJdren. services to prevent .abuse and 
and other int erested organi zati~ The · neglect, and to provide foster care ar,d 
Departm ent w!H aggregate the data both . adop tion. serv ices . The basic grant and 
by State and nationally end will issue inventiv e funds con be used to provide 
summories twiw a .year to eacho{the servk es regardless of the income of the 
States and to any other group or families and children who are in need 
organim tion on request. · of such servi ces. · 

The purpose for the establishment o.r; Ti.tie IV- E of the Act is an entit lemen t 
the AFCARSis twofold : To address. progr am which auth orizes Fede ral 
policy development and p~ financi al participati on (FFP) in the costs 
management . issues at. both the State an4 of State fos ter care mai ntenance and 
Federal levels. The data will:enablethe adopti on assi stance payme nts. Federal 
Federal Government to moreeffectively . matching of Sta te fos ter care 
direct and man age the nat ional fbster · maint enance payme nts is available for 
care and adoption assi stance-programs. . children in foster care who meet certain 
Tho dato. will respond to the-needs of eligibilit y criteria that al'e lruii~<l.ill part. 
the Congre ss, the Department and OMB· on the ch ild's eligibilit y under the Aid 
for nation al data an.d in fo.rmaoon upon- · to Families With Dependen t Child!1ln 
which. lo prop ose. develop.,~ and (AFDC) progi:am. The adoption 
implem ent policy. Spec ificalfy, tfut· ass istance progra m un der title IV-E is 
Departm ent will use thes e data for: design ed to assist States.is placing 

• Short and long-term budget "spocl al needs" child ren with adop til,--e 
projection s; · , families through the provision of an 

• Tre~d analyse s and'-shortandlo-ng- adoption .a.ssistance payme nt. ln order to 
lenn pla nni ng: . · be eligib le for .th.is progr am, a child must 

• Targeting areas for great.er oi ·be eligible for AFDC, title IV-E foster 
potentia l technical assistan~efforts, for. care or Supplementa l Security Income 
discretionary service grants, fonesearc.b for the ·Blind and Disab led (SSI) and 
and evaluation. and for rogulafory must .meet the statu tory definiti on of"a. 
change;·and· · child with special needs" accord in g to 

• Backyo und.and justification.fur sect ion 473(c) of the Act . 
· policy·cluu:igesand legislative Und er 11ection 47 3(c). the State title 

proposals . . IV-E agency makes a determination es 
The data will enable policymakers to · to wheth er or not a ch il d .has speci al 

assessthe reasons why c~ildi:en ant_in need s, acco rding to the follow ing 
foster ca.re~ d:develop remedie$ ~ factors: (1).Th e child .can not or should 
pl"INelit.if. The.data will p~~ · not be returned to the h:ome of the 
information about foster cant parents: (2) there ex ists a specific factor 
phicements, adoptive paronts,.ftmgth of or cond ition (such as.the child·s age, 
ti'n».in are . delays in tenn i'natfonof · ethnic background , emotional, physica l 
parent al rights .and placement for or ment al disability. or.membe rship in 
acfeption ~and idantify geogTil}?hkaNWI · a m inority or sibling group ) beca use of 
with speclar problem s. whi ch ll is reason ab le to conclu de that 

The d ata will also be useful for the ch ild r..annot be place d for adoptl on 
resean:h, the ulHmate pu rpose of which without providing adoption assist ance ; 

· is to gain a better understandingoflhe and. (3) except whe ~ it would be 
foster care. program an d tho causes. and against the best interests of the child, a 
other factors contr ibuting t~ its. reasonable. hut unsuccessful. effort hes 
.cxpan:;fon and -other chan gos; and. . been xnado lo place thts 1.:hil d without 
ev:entual l.y. to make su ggestions and adopti on 11ssistance. 
proposal s for c:hango to Improve the Thor e are several Federal programs 
child welfu:ffl: system. which fund foster care and adop tion 

assist an ce paym ents and services . For 
II. Program Description FY 1993. $2.57 4 billion has been 

Tit le IV- B of the Social Security Act appro pria ted for title IV- E fosler care 
{the Act), Child Welfare Services, ls a and $2 79.a million for title IV-F. 
formula gral)t program . Each State adopt ion assistance . Fede ral funds 
receives a basic gran t representing-its app ropri ated for ch ild welfare servic~ 
share of $14 1 millio n and is eligible for under title JV-B for the basic grant and 
a sha re of incen tive funds b~y,md the ince ntive awards amount to $294.624 
basic grant ir it provides certain million in FY 1993 . Another major 
protecti on. as required by section 42 7 of fundin g sou«:e to States for social 
the Act . for children in foster care.. The servi ces is the Social Servi ces Block 
bas ic grant and the incen tive fund s Gran t (title XX of the Act), t.otali.ng $ 2.8 
provide Sta tes with Federal $11pp£11t for billion in FY 1993 . Whilu no spocific 
a wid e variety of Stale chil d wetfare figures are availab le on the amou nts 
services including prep lacemenl allocat ed by the Stat es to adoption an d 
prevent ive sel"\·ices to strengthen foster care services unde r tit!e XX. in F'Y 

http:t.otali.ng
http:ti'n�.in
http:great.er
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http:States.is


Federal RegisterI Vol. 58, No. 244 I Wednesday, DecembeT 22, 1993 I Ru)es .and Regulations 67913 

1991, 34 States used IIOJJlft of these 
funds for adoption sentk:esand 30 
Stales provided fostercanuemces with 
th~ funds. , . 

Although title IV-E of the Act.is thti 
major &ingle source of Federalsupport 
for foster caro and adop.tion a.,sistance 
payments, o.ver hslf thefunds for · 
adoption and foster care services come 
fromState and localgovernments and 
Iha p:r:lvate sector. · 

According to State agency infonnation 
gathered by the American. Public 
Welfare Association (APWA) under the 
Voluntary Cooperative Information 
System (VCIS), there were 

. approximately 442,000 childrenin 

fostercare on the last day of 1992. · 


In 1989, the most recent year for 
which complete data have ~n 
analyzed. approximateJy 382,600 . 
children were in fostercare.Of these 
children, approximately 54,700 h~d 
plan for adoption and approximately 
30,500 had parentalrights tenninaled or 
relinquished and were waiting for 
adoptiv.e homes; 

m.Past aad Cmrenl Data Colledioll 

Efforts 


From tbelate 1940's through the early 
t970's the Children'.s Bureau(and lnfur. 
the former Social and Rehabilitation 
Services) collected data 00 foster care . 
~d adoption.from theStates on an 
ann~al and voluntary basis. When those 
voluntary efforts.were terminated, 
national data on foster careand . 
adoption were oot available-. However, 
the need for reJiableand consil>tentdata 
has always been a critical concern, 
especially for planning services and 
developing policy. . 

In 1918. thoChild Abuse Prevention 
and Treatment md Adoption Reform 
Act (Pub. L. 95-266) was enacted .. It 
required the Seeretary .to provide (either 
directly or by grant or contract) for the 

. establishment and op;oration of a , 
national adoption and foster care data 
gathering and analysis system (42 U.S.C. 
5113). Before 1978, there had never 
been a legislatively mandated national. 
data collection system for foster care 
and adoption with standards and 

methodology set by Federal law and 

regulation. 


ln 1980, landmark !ugislation 
reforming the foster care system and 
initiating Federal financial puticipation 
in adoption assistance payments was 
passed. This Act is known as the. 
Adoption Assistance and Cllild Welfare 
Act of 1930 (Pub. L 96-272), 42 U.S.C. 
670, ?t contains two sections which 
address U1esubject of data colle<.1ion. 
Section 476 of title lV-E of tho Act 
states that, '.'EachState shall submit 
statistical reports as the Secretary may 

requirewith respect to children for 
whom payments am made under this· 
part containing lnfonnation with respea 
to suchchildren including legal status. 
demographic characterlstics, location, 
and length of any stay in foster care/' In 
addition, States wWchapply for · 
additional incentive funds under 
section 427 of title IV-B must. have 
implemented arid beoperating a . 
stotowide infonnation system thatcan 
readily identify the status, demographic 
characteristics, location and goals for . 
placement of every child in foster,care 
within the preceding 12 months. This 
requirement applies to all childnm in 
foster c:are.undet the responsibilify of . 
the State title JV-:)3/JV-Eagency,~ 
just those children: e1iglble for title IV
E payments. 

As btdicated in the hearings .prior to 
!he passage of Pub. L 96-272 (see · 
Qmgres.,ioniil Recordfor July 26, 1977, 
and October 25 and 29, 1979), the 
impetus behindthe passage of the · 
Adoption As.,istance and Child-Welfare 
Act was tha.bellefthat the public child 
welfare system bad. be.come a receiving 
and holding system for.children in • 
foster care. TheNational Study of Social 
Services to Children and Their Families, 
conducted in .1977; documented that ' 
thousands of children reriiamedin 
foster carewith little hope of being . 
re.united with their parentsor. placed 
with. adoptive families.Theprospectof 

, adoption was.particularly bleak if the. · 
child was a.member of an ethnic or 
racial minority group, an older child, a 
member oh sibling group, or mentally 
Ol"i.>hysicalljdisabled. · 
. Jlepeatedly in hearings and in 
testimony before. the Congr.ess, child · 
advocates ~ practitioners expressed 
concern that the publi9 r.hild welfare . 
systems in many of the States did ,not 
know how many children we~ actually 
in foster. care; how long they had been 
in r.are; where they resided; their race, 
age, sex and special needs; or the plan 

· for each child. They indicated that, 
although this was a problem atthe State 
and local levels, national attention and 
incentives we:re needed to focus , 
attention on this lade of lnfonnation and 
provided ways to encourage States and 
localities to develop this information. If 
the goal of permanency for each child 
was to be·encouraged and achieved, 
national attention needed to be called to 
the importance of knowing the locations 
and characteristics of children in footer 
care so that those who could not retum 
home might find families through 
adoption. 

In 1982, in response to the legi~lative 
requirements in Public Law 95-266 and 
Public Law 96-272, the Department, 

· through a grant to the American Public 

. . Although prior legislation authorized 
data collection efforts, the 1986 OBRA 
amendments clearly reflected 
Congressional interest in establishing, 
administering and financing a system 
for the collection of data "'ith respect to 
odoption and foster care. 

l'he Advisory Committee on Adoption 
and Foster Care Information was 
established by the Secretary and 
irichided representation from private, 
1.1onprofitorganizations, organi7.3tions 
rnpresenting State and lpcal . 
govenunental agencies, Federal agencies 
and other major groups interested in 
adoption and foster care, as required by 
the statute. The Advisory Committee 
was to; 

• Identify the typos of data ~ 

to assess on a continuing basis the 


Welfal'9 Association (APWA), 
implemented the Voluntary Coal)erntive 
Information System (VCIS) which· 
coll&$ aggregate information annually 
about chi!dl'8D.in .fostercareend· special 
needs adoption from.State child welfare 
agenr,ies. · · ·. . . 

This vo)untsry systemha~been 
characterized by variation from State to 
State in reporting petjods, the lack of 
common deflnitions f1:>rdata e~nts 

· and services, alld inconsistent 

~ethodologies in ~ing. In addition, 


. dHi aggregate nature of the data limits 
the .analysesthat can be performed ood 
limits its usefulness for purposes of 

·planning or policy development at 
. either the Federal or State levels. 

IV.Legislation Establishing New Data 

Collection RequlreJnents · · 


Section 9943 of the Omnibus Budget 

Reconciliation Act COBRA) of 1986 

(Pub. L. 99-509} amended title IV-E of 

the Social Security Act by add.Jn3. 

section 479. This sectio1uets forth 

directives for establishing an.d . 

implementing an adoption and foster 

care data collection system. T~ law. · 


~~ establishment of an Advisory 
Committee to theSecretary, the· 
composition andtasks orwhich ~ 
mandated by the AcLThetasks include 
a Report to the Sec:retaiyand to the 
Congress on the results oh study on fr..1 
development.of a data q>llection 
system; . 

(2) The submission lo !,be Congress. 
by the Secretary, of a subsequent Nport 
that, based on .the Advisory Committee's 
Report, recommends a method of 
establishing, administering and 
financing a system for.data coJlectlon on 

. foster care and adoption 	 hi the United 
States;. and · 
· . (3) The promulgation of regulations 
that set forth the requireme:pt.s 
governing, this data collection system. 

http:development.of
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incidence. characteristics. and status of 
adoption and foster care in the United 

. States; . 
• Develop appropriate national 


policies with respect to adoption and 

foster care data colle<.'tion: 


• Evaluate the feasibility and 
appropriateness of collecting data with 
respect to privately arranged adoptions 
and adoptions arranged through private 
agencies without assistance from public 
child welfare agencies; _ 

• Assess the validity of various 

methods of collecting data with respect 

to adoption and foster care; and 


• Evaluate the finsncial and 

administrative impact of implementing 

each method. 


The Advisory Committee concluded 
its work and submitted its study· 
findings and recommendaticnis. to tho 
Secretaryby the legislative'1.ea.dlineof 
October 1, 1967. Highlights of the report 
are summarized below: . 

• Despite some progress over the past · 
decade, there remains a serious shortfall 
in the availability of adoption and fQSter. 
care information. particularly for policy· 
purposes. 	 · · 

• The vas. initiated bythe Federal 
government in 1962 in concert wlth the 
APWA, is the major vehicle for · · 
collecting child welfare and adoptioi1 
data through the voluntary particlpaticin 
of the States. However, not all States 
have providedreports ovar the years. 
reporting periods differ:. common · . . 
definitions and methodologies are 
lacking. and the nature of aggregate d.ata 
limits the analyses that can be r.arried. 
out. 

• The vas should bephased out 
gradually so as to avoid a gap inthe . 
availability of data, and a mandatory · 
data collection system should becreated 
with separate components for adoption 
and foster care. 

• Adoption data should be.collected 
on all legalized adoptions. including 
relative and non-relative adoptions and 
adoptions under both public and private 
auspices, as well as privately arranged 
adoptions. 

•·Foster care data should becollected 
on all children under the care and 
responsibility of the State child welfare 
agency. The fosrercare data system 
should nlso include children placed 
privately in licensed private agencies. 

• Foster care inform.at.ion should 
include demographic .infonnation on the 
child (sex. birth data, race. ethnicity. 
previous stays in foster care. service 
goals, availability for adoption, duration 
of care. funding sources. and what 
nap pens to the child after the period of 
foster care is com:luded). Data on each 
child should also include relevant 

demographic infonnatioo about that 

child's biol~ical and foster parents. 


• Similar mfonnalion should be 

collected for all adoptions al the time 

the adoption is legalized. 


• Special provision needs to be made 
for Indian children who are affectedby 
requirements in the Indian Child 
Welfare Act of 1978, 25 U.S.C . .1901, 
especially section 1951 mandating 
submission of adoption data to the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) of the 

·Department of the Interior. Indian 
children se.rved by a Tribe would be 
reported to the BIA which would. in 
tum, report to ACYF. 

• Individualchild caw data should 
bethe basis of the data collection. The 
data must bekept confidential as the 
purpose of th.e data collection system is 
the conduct of p,og:ramand policy 
analyses and not the tracking of 
individual 1:hildron at the national level. 

• Individual child and family 

identifiers should be eliminated in the 

data provided for Federal reporting 

purposes to preserve confidentiality. 


• Nationwide data should bea subset 
of the.same data used by State and local 
agencies in managing adoption and 
foster cate programs on a day-to-day 
.basis.. . 

• Legi$lation.sbould beenacted to 
require the Governor of each State to 
design&ro a lead institution to compile 
and transmit to ACTF statewide data on 
adoptions. . · 

• Foster care and adoption data 
should be maintained in computer fil~s 
at the Stale level and the data . . 
transmitted electronically to ACYFon a 
quarterly basis. · 

• The.AcYF should generate reports 
on an annual basis to coincide with the 
Federal fiscal year. Summary reports 
should also be produced each quarter so 
data would be available for use by all 
Stntes that would coindde with each 
Stqte's annual fisr.al period. 

• Thereshould be appropriate 
penalties fornoncompliance and 
incentives to encourage timely 
compliance. 

• Incentives should include. at a 
minimum. new Federal funding for 100 
percent of add-o.n developmental 
expenses incurred by States in the 
transition to the new data collection 
system. plus Federal participation at 50 
percent for ongoing operational cos1s. 

• The ACYFshould also provide 
training and technical assistance 
support to lhe States in establishing the 
data collection system, commencing in 
FY 1989. An ongoing work group 
should be established by ACYF so that 
there is consultation with appropriate 
Stateofficials as well as representatives 
fwm eppr:opriate groups on the 

planning and design of the new data 
collection system. 

• The ACYF should be encouraged to 
conduct a variety ofspecial studies to 
complement the inronnation compiled 
under the data collection system. Data 
from the system would contribute to the 

· condu<.1 of many of those studies. 
The Secretary, as required by section 

479(b)(l) of the • .\ct, reviewed the 
Advisory Committee's roport and 
submitted to the Congress a report with 
recommendations for a new system. The 
Secretary's report proposed a method of 
establishing, administering, and 
financing a system for the collection of 
data relating to adoption and foster care 
in the United Stales; evaluated the 
feasibility and appropriateness of 
collecting datawith respect to privateiy 
arranged foster c;are placements and 
adoptions arrangedthrough private 
agencies withoutassistance from public 
child welfare agencies; and evaluated 
tho impact ofthe system on the agencies 
with responsibility for implementing it. 

Section 479 directs the Secretary to 
promulgate regulations that provide for 
full implementatioµ of a data collection 
system for adoption and foster care no 
later than October 1, 1991. 

According to section 479, .this data 
collecticin system shall: . 

(1) Avoid unnecessary diversion of 
resources fromagencies responsible for 
adoption and foster care; . 

(2) Assure that any data that are · 

collected are reliable and. consistent 


· O\'er time and among jurisdictions 
through the use ofunifonn definitions 
and methodologies; 

(3) Provide comprehensive national 
information with respect to

• Demographiccharacteristics of 
adoptive and foster children and their 
biological and adoptive or foster 
parents; 

. · 	 • The status of th~ foster tare 
population (including the number of 
children in foster care. length of 
placomcnt. type of placement. · 
availability for adoption. and goals for 
ending or continuing foster care); 

• The number and characteristics ol 
children placed in or removed from 
foster ,.are, and children adopted or 
with respect to whom adoptions have 
boon dissolved; and 

• The extent and nature of assistance 
provided by Federal. State and local 
adoption and foster ,.are programs and 
the characteristics of the children with 
respect towhomsuch assistanct: is 
provided: and 

(4) Utilize appropriate requirements 
and incentives to insure that the system 
functions reliably throughout the United 
States. 
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V. Alternative Methodologies 

ComideNd 


In deciding how to bestimplement. 
the requirements of the legislation. the 
Department did 8 cost benefit analysis 
in which fivealternatives were 
considered relative to AFCARS data 
collection. The Department's assessment 
of date collect.ion altematives was 

· d d b th foll · hII 1gut e Y owmg princip es wit 
regard to data utility· It must: 

• Produce national information on
adoption and fosttlt care. 

• Pennit meaningful State-specific 

analyses.. 


• Permit meaningfulcomparisons 

among States. . . 


• Allow for detailed analyses which 
address critical child welfare policy 

. issues. 

• Not undttly burden the Federal 
· govemment or the States. 

The five al1t1rnatives·consideredwere:.1.:_ ... · 
1_. A continuation of m .. Vo,un~ry 

Cooperative lnformetion System Survey 
{VCIS} in its prasent form. 

2. A quality control methodology 
which would require eadi State to · 
submit monthly samples of A:FCARS 
data. . 
· 3. A semi•annual census .ofAFCARS 

data as specified in tbls final rule. 
4-,.t\quarterly census of AFCARS data 

· as originally set forth in the NPRM . 
dated Septeniber 27, 1990. · 

s:A semi-annual sample of AFCARS 
data. . 

Each of these aJtematives, where 
applicable,.was evaluated on the basis 
ofbui'den. timeliness, completeness, 
longitudinalanalysis and complexity. · 
BW'd8Ddeals with the amount of · 

. resourCtlS expended by the States to 
satit;fy tho AF.CARS data requinnnent!J. 
Timeliness pertains to the UmeJy receipt 

' of clean data and the timefi.une for · 
·publication.Completeooiis addresses the 
total number of States participating and_ 

· · · the number of data elements completed. 
Longitudinal analysis recognizes 
whether or not the data is r.ollected on 
a case by cas11 basis which allows for 
tracking of case changes over time. 
Complexity of the data addresses 
whether or not national data analysis 
requires a weighting methodology with 
its attendant limitations. These factors 
were applied to eadi alternative and 
scored according to a set fonnula. 

The result of this analysis Indicated 
tlaat at this time, given Congres. .. • 
intention with respect to AFCARS, and 
the noted problems with VCIS and 
sampling, the semi-annual censu.-. 
app&Ql'S to be the most viable a:nd, in the 
long run, the most cost effective 
alternative. Many States have, to soine 
degtee. ~is.ting infonnation systems 

.Departmentpubljshed a N.o~foe p£· '. 
Proposed ~ema"kiJ18 (NPRM} (55 FR 
39540) that proposed tha_tState agencies 

· 	administering or.supervisingthe ·.. ... 
a4ffiinisti:ation oftitles lV-13 and_IV-E 
oCthe Ad implement data co.Ue.ction_. . 
systems and report quarterly on liata . 
elenients setforth in theproposed rule.' 
The~ pro~ that States report · 
data on all childn,nJor whom the State. 
agency was responsible who w.en(in 
foster care or hadbeena~ted. . 

The.proposed rule. was ~d . . 

principaily on:tlleSecretary's
report and· 

and AFCARS will serve as a catalyst for 
States to develop 11more completo 
Information system or to. improvean 
existing one. Although the semi-annual 
census for AFCARS data is more c~ly 
than that of VCISor .any~mpling · · · 
methodology, th't resultant information 
sy_stemsand broader base of data it 
provides, would allow and encourage 
States to manage .progr_ams more . . 
effectivelydue to more efficient . 
retrieval of available information within 
the agency. In addition, improyed. . 
information flow am:f availability will 
allow for more informed policy 
development and, in the long run, more 
efficiently run programs resulting in 
cost savings to theStates and F.fl<klral 
govemment. . . ·. 
VI. c..--~of Maim- ri..;- in the 

~...-·- s ,.,. -&"" 
Final Role 

8'lction 479 of the SoclaiSecurityAct 
( h ) us c. d. •"- · · t 	e Act, 42 ·• • 670, irecl$uiu..
Secretary.topromulg11te regulations for. , 
the implementation of a systemto . 
collect date mlatiiJg to ad{lj>tion aµd 
foster cant. in the United Sta~. . . . . . . 
·0n September 2.7,1990; the .. • . ··.. • . . 

his recommendation~to~-£;(Ingress.. ·. . of the changes. made in the final rule as· 
The Secretacy's report indicatild .that· 11result of these comments.· · 
reporting frequencywould be atleast . Several major changes.have been 
annually, and n<>more fNquently.than · , ·. ln~ed in the. 6nal rule. First, the 
each quar.ter. The NPRM proposed NPRM reflected the legal mandate to 
quarterly reporting. All other aspects of begin full iinpleme:otl\tion as of October 
the Secretary's proposed system were 1, 1 ~1. However, the Department sent 
included in the NPRM. , an Information Memorandum to the 

Ninety.eight letwrs were recei~e.din 
rapooH to tho NPRM, including 1600 
specific comments. Tiiese included 

· ,comnients from agencies in 49 States 
and the District of Columbia, as well as 
comments from national associations 
andindividuals. All comments were 
reviewed and analyzed andform the 
basis of the changes in this final rule. 

Highly-onecommenters expl'eSSed
, general agreement with the need for.an 
adoption and foster care da_ta re.po"°:..g 

.....
,system. Disagreements tended to focus 
on particular requirements set fonhin 
the NPRM. The issues that elicited the 
most frequent expressions of concem 
were thepotential time and cost 
burdens on the States nsulting from the 
ti~ Nl(]Uiredto collect and process the 
data and the possible diversion of 
resources from.118l'Vi<:eSto children; the 

. need for greater Federal support in the 
m~i. nftM lnff.\n'llatfonsystem: · 
objecti~·ta definitions of particular 
data elements and the .overall scope of 
the data requested; anddi~ment 
with the penalty structure. Many States 
arguedthat the hnplementaticn 
deadline was unrealistic. Several 
commenters questioned the needfor 
quarterly reporting. Othe.rconcerns 
.included: . . . 

(1) The need for technical assistance 
suppo.rt· · · · 
• 	(2) ~est.kms about data analysis; 
.. (3) The need_to clarify~ missjng 

dilta criteria; and · . · · 
(4}Questionnbout who reports on. 

Indian children. .. . · 
Tluise comments.have been carefully 

conside.redby the Department in 
· teaching the decisions refiected in this. 
.finaJrule. The following Is a discussion 

The proposed data elements and 
methodology for .data collection were . 

. described in Appendices to the 
proposed ruls. Those Appendices 
defined the data elements and pro.posed 
the specifications for submission format, 
record layouts and quality standards for 
data, including logic edits to assess the 
Internal consistency ohhe data. 

The NPRM included provisions 

psrtaining to State compliance and 

penalties for noncompliarice. Finally, 

the NPRM addr~ costs for the 

establishment and maintenance .of the 

data collection systems and rules 

governing State claims for partial 

reimbursement through administrative 

cost matcl}jng under title IV-E. 


States indicating that the final rule 
would specify the date of actual 
implementation. These rules specify 
that the fmt-reporting period will begin 
October l, 1994 and end March 31, 
1995. The first transmission must be 
received in the Administration for 
Children and Fomilies (ACF} no later 
than May 15, 1995. The six reporting 
periods beginning October 1, 1994 and · 
ending September ao.1997 will he 
penalty·free. The next year (covering the 
reporting periods October 1, 1997
March 31, 1998 and April l, 1998
S<lptemoo:r36, 1998) will be at half 
penalty an.;! the following year, 
ooginnisig with the transmission filed 
for the period beginning ()(.1ober l, 
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1998, will beat full penalty. Second. the 
NPRMwould have required quarterly 
reporting. Based upon comments from 
the States, these rules specify that the 
reporting frequency will be semi· 
arutual. The remi-annual reporting 
periods will be as of the end of March 
and &!ptemher for each year.The States 
will be required to submit reports 
within 45 calendar days after the end of 
the semi~annual periods. The data must 
beextracted from the State system as of 
!he last day or each reporting period. 

Third, the NPRM's proposed 
approach to dealing with missing data. 
and the relationship between missing 
data and penalties, has been 
significantly changed. The allowable 
amount of missing data for any data 
element prior to the imposition of 
penalties has been raised front five 
percent, as proposed in the NPRM, to 
ten percent. C.ertain othAr morlificnt.ions 
have been made in response to tho 
comments. These include adding "not 
yet determined" and "cannot be 
determined'' to several datac:ategories. 
Only a limited set of.core-data elements 
wilJ be required for children who have 
been in foster care less than 30 days,,; 
Core data elements include general · 
information· about the jurisdiction. the 
child's demographic information (date 
of birth, sex and mco/ethnicity), the date 
of latest removal from the home, the 
current pl~ment setting. and the date 
of disch~ fromsubstitute care. For 
children who enter foster care prior to 
October 1, 1995 and who are still in the 
system, only core data elements will be 
required; however, States will also be 
required to report on the most recent · 
case plan goals affecting thosechildre.n. 
Complete adoption data must be 
reported only for children adopted after 
the implementation date of October l, . 
1994. In accordance with Instructions to 
be is.'lued at a later date, we will require 
the su.bmission of aggregate information; 
broken out by age of child, on children 
adopted prior to October 1. 1994, who 
are continuing to receive title IV-E 
subsidies. · 

Fourth, in order to insure timeliness 
of the data. the Department will require 
that data be entered into the State's data 
system within 60 days of any placement 
or exit event affecting a child subject to 
the AFCARS reporting. For each child. 
we will requiro a computer generated 
transaction date to accompany the date 
of latest removal from the home and the . 
date of discharge from foster care. The 
transnction date will indicate the actual 
rn ll'mrl11r d11tewbe.n the date of romova I 
and the discharge date a:-e recorded in 
the State's system. Ninety percent of the 
subject transactions must have been · 
entered into the date system within 60 

days of the event (removal from homo 
or disch~ from foster care). 

Fifth. for any child in the foster care 
system more than seven months, the 
Stale must indicate the date of the last 
periodic review. When this .is done, it 
also means that the computer record has 
been checked and that the data on the 
child have been reviewed and are 
current, at least as of that date. 

Sixth, modifications were made in the 
penalty provisions in response to 
objections from a majority of those 
commenting. No penalty will be 
assessed on a State until the State has 
had an opportunity for a hearing in 
.iccordance with the requirements at 45 
CFR 201.6. When such a penalty has 
been assessed in accordance with 
§ 1355.40, one regularly scheduled 
acceptable data transmission will be 
considered sufficient to assu.rethe 
Ser:mt11ry thM them will no longer he 
any such failure to comply. The 
Department believes that the penalty 
provisions are the only ones available 
undor current legislation. The.net effect 

. of several of the provisions will be to 
ease the burden of the peMlties upon 

· the States. ·. • 
Seventh, admioisuative funding 

under either title IV-B. or title IV...:.E for 
systems design, development and 
i~plementation must comply with the 
requirements of 45 CFR part 95, subpart 
F, "Automatic Data Processing 
Equipment and Services-(;ondilions 
for Federal Financial Participation 
(FFP}". Specifically, 45 CFR 95.601 
identifies thea,nditions under which 
the Department will approve Federal 
financial participation (FFP). Cosl 
allocation may be required under some 
circumstances. Cost allocation under · 
subpart F is addressed in 45 CFR 
95.631, which requires the 
identification of costs associated with 
the development and operation orADP · 
acqnisitions. . . . 

As requested bythe commenters, the 
Department will provide technical 
assistance to those States desiring it on 
the planning, development and 
implementation of tho required system. 
The intent is lo provide technical 
assistance through a tochnical assistance 
contract and by working wilh the States 
to define how the foster care and 
adoption reporting system fits into the 
broader framework of support servk.e 
nutomalion. In order to provide services 
to children, many States are now in the 
process of planning for, or developing a 
comprehensive automated support 
services system which focuses on ca&o 
management. Other States plan to 
enhance an existing management 
inronnation system to meet the 
reporting requiremonts of this rulo. 

Further. to effectively meet the 
!;flltawide information system . 
requirements of section 427 of lit le IV
8, States need better automation for 
monitoring and tracking. As States 
automate to meet the data reporting 
requirements of this rule, the 
Departmen[ encourages comprehensive 
service delivery and case management 
automation, rather than a simplistic data 
collection and reporting system which 
serves only .to meet Federal reporting 
requirements. A state·of-the-art system 
would go beyond the delivery of 
management reports by providing the 
States with a vehicle to incroosetheir 
efficiency and productivity. 

The Department further encourages 
the States to focus on the level of 
automation required asan opportunity 
to develop automated capability which 
provides for consolidation and 
integration of childrcn'G services. For 
example, a State should automate every 
step of the process including reforral, 
eligibility detennination, assessment 
and analysis, placement and reporting . 
PropeJ-application of automated · 
technology can provide the State, 
regardless of organizational structure or 
funding program. with a system which 
provides for ~ single point of entry to 
determine eligibility regardless of · 
whether the child is in title IV-E care 
or under protective servicos. The 
Department will provide guidance in 
the development of these · 
comprehensive systems. 

Tlie designation and contents of the 
appendices inclu.ded in the NPRM have 
been changed in this finalrule. 
Appendix A describes and defines the 
Foster Care Dat,a Elements and appendix 
B describ<!s and defines the Adoption 
Data ,Element~. Appendices C and D of 
the NPRM ha¥e been. dropped for 
reasons which are explained below and 
appendices E, F and G of the NPRM 
have been amended and redesignated C. 
D and E in this final rule. A new 
appendix F has been added (see 
§ 1355.40(e} discussion below). 

Certain changes have been made in 
the data elements in appendices A and 
B. For example. the following roster c2re 
data items have been dropped: Race/ 
ethnicity of parents and school status. 
Categories related to the circ.umstances 
of removal from the home have been 
revised. Revisions were made regarding 
the categorization of types of 
disabilities. A data element on out of 
state placements has been added. For 
adoption. the child's day of birth has 
been dropped but the month and year 
will be reported: for foster care. the full 
date of birth will be reported. · 

Indian children covered under section 
427 protections must be reported by the 
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State on the same basis as any other · set forth in§ 1355.40 and to determine 

children. whether circwnstances beyQnd tl1e 

. We also are planning to add a control of the State impeded the 


financial data element to the appendices accurate or timely submission of the 

which would indjcate the monthly required data. Therefore, no changes 

amount of State and Federal foster care were made. 
benefit. . . . 

Weanticipate ihat many.States will he 1355.40. FQSte,:careand adoption data 
in a position to include such data in collection · · . . 
their~miannual reporting if they . Pa.--agraph (~}(1). Implementation of 
decide to apply for enhanced funding the adoption and foster care data 
which is now available for automated · collection system by October l, 1991. 
data systems. Further in this preamble; · Comment:A total of 58 comments 
the discussion of§ 1356 .. 60 will provide were received, including responses from 
more information on the enhanced 47 State agencies ond four national · · 
funding statute and regulation. . organizations. Forty-nine commenters 

We welcome and urge.you to provide · disagreed with the October 1, 1991 
comments on this matter so wo r.an take deadline. States-pointed out that they . 
your concerns, into consideration prior · must redesign their data systems. a,id 
lo making such a chall$e· · CO!!ld not complete such systems 

In the interest of giving-States development by the deadline, Suggested 
flexibility in implementing AFCARS, start-up dates ranged from 1992 to 1995 
we are allowing. States the option of · depending on funding, technical . . . 
submitting data. based on sampling for assistance, end the availability of staff. 
the first and second years, This is Other suggestions addressed the 
dis<..-ussoolater in this preamble. provisions for mandatory adoption 

. Finally, in October 1996, the reporting; suggested a period of pilot 
Secretary will ~view these regulations testing; recommended delaying the 
and the States"·implemenlation of them impnl.it.ion of pepalties until three years 
to determine whether any changes are .. . after the regulations were issued; and 
necessary. pr-0posed lengthening theschedule for 
VIL Section by Section Discussion of · submitting and analyzing data. • . 

. Response:The Department concurs~!!'..ts.and the Department's .· with the arguments advanced by the 
·-

0 r-- States that they could not-meet the· 
Part 1355-General schedule originally proposed for full . 

implementation. We believe these same 
Section 1355.20. Definitions conside,rations call fora phased 

Comment:One commenter requested · imposition of penalties. ,:tie final rule 
clarification or'.'provision of se.rvices'.' reflects these conclusions. The . · 
under the definition of adoption. . . Department has determined that the first 

. Response;The Department made no reporting period will begi,n October 1, · 
changes in. the definitions. The 1994 and will end Mardi31; 1995. The 
definition of "adoption" i.n § 1355.20 · first transmission must bereceived in 
does not mention provision of.services. · ACF no later than May 15,. 1995. Reports 
Section 1355.30. <Jther applicable covering the period October 1, 1994 . 
reou/ations · through September 30, 1997 will be . 

O penalty-free.Reports for the next year 
This section addresses the will he subject to half penalty and those 

withholding/reduction of tr'P' the for the following year, beginning with 
evidence relevant at hearings wider 45 the transmissic:,n filed for the period 
CFR 201.6 related to the standards set beginning October 1, 1998, will be 
forth in § 1355.40 and whetherthere subject to full penalty. . . 
were circumstances beyond the control Paragraph (aJ(2H4). AFCARS 
of the State or political subdivisions th11t includes all chiJdren under the 
should be considered by the Secretary. authority of the IV-B/lV-E agency. 

Comment: Two comments were Comment: 1\\•o comments were 
received from State agencies disagreeing received disagreeing with the proposed 
with the evidentiary restrictions in regulation. One commenter suggested 
§ 1355.30(e) because they either including all foster care, adoption, 
appeared to preclude raising other . abused, and neglected children in the 
important issues or wore unclear asto same data collection requirement since 
whether the adequacy of data submitted they are essentially one population. The 
could also bediscussed. other commenter sugg9Sted including 

Response:The rule does preclude all private and independent adoption 
factors other than those specified from· totals to give a true picture of adoption 
being rais.ed in the hearing. The intent activity in the United States. . 
of this sectionis to limit the hearing to One commenter exp~ssed concern 
items immediat~ly relevant to the items about how to gather information on 

ongoing cases, some of which may have 
sealed adoption files. It was suggested 
that current cases should be 

. "gra'ndfathe~" to facilitate conversion 
to the system. 

ResponSf!:These paragraphs have 
been edited for clarification and 
paragraph ( 4) of the NPRM has been 
incorporated into paragraph (3) of the 
final rule. The Department believes that 
the indusi.on of all children in foster 
care in the reporting system is 
responsive to the legislative intent. 
Children .who enter foster care prior to 
October 1, 1995 and children who are in 
care less than 30 days will require.only 
a limited core set of d~ta eJements to be 
transmitted.· For children who enter · 
fqster care prior to October 1, 1995, 
States willbe required to report on the 
most recent case plan goal affet.1ing 
those children. For children adopted 
prior to the implementation date of 
October 1; t994, who are continuing to 
receive Federal title IV-E subsidies, 
only aggregate data will be required',· 
broken out by the age of the child. The 
adoption pro,•isions are as inclusive as 
possible under current law. There is no 
authority which supports thecollection 

. of information on children plaGed for 
adoption thr~gh private facilities. • 

Although the~ is n9 requirementin ... 
this final rule for States to include 
private adoptions in their AFCAR$data 
tQ1nsrriission.~. States are encourageq to 
report such ~ta on an optional and 
vo1un,tarybasls. Such voluntary reports 
of private adoptioJls will use appendix 
B. 4pperidix B includes the data 
element ~t for all adoptio~, not just 
those.with which the title IV-:B/IV-E 
agency is.associated; We strongly .· , · . 
encourageStates that have the authority 
to collect data from courts, bureaus of 
vital statistics and other .iigencles that 
maintain· records of adoptions touse . 
appendix B and tal.--eadvantage of the 
opportunity the Department is offering 
to process and analyze these data in the 
context of data for all adoptions. 

We are aware of the interest of the 
States in ma.ximi:rfog the coordination 
of the Adoptio.n and Foster Care Data 
Collection System (AFCARS) with the 
voluntary National Child Abuse and 
Neglect Data System (NCANDS}. We are 
making every effort to insure that the 
data elements are consistent across 
AFCARS and NCANDS, although the 
two systems serve different purposes. 
Guidance will be provided to assist the 
States in their reporting efforts. The 
NCANDS is designed primarily to 
respond to a Jegislative requirement in 
the Child Abuse Prevention, Adoption 
and Family Services Act of 198& (Pub. 
L. tOOc-294)that the Secretaryestablish 
a national data collection program 
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which coordinates State child abuse and 
neglect data andincludes standardized 
data on false. unfounded, or . 
unsubstantiated reports. as\veil as 
information on the number, of deaths 
due n>-chHdabuse and neglect. 

Paragraph(b)(i). Semi-ann_uat 
submittals within 45 days. 

Comment::There were 40 comments 
rooeived.inch1ding~omments from27 
State agimcles- and seven national 
organizatioos. concerning the 
appropriate reporting period. There was 
a wide mngeof dis~t. Nine 
Stote agencies recommended extending 
the transmission time to 60 or 90 days 
beyondthe end of the quarter. Those 
agencies cited insufficient time to 
gather, verify and sul>mit tiie data-as 
their primary reasons.for disagreement.. 
Nine agenc;jes dis,agreedentirely with 
quarterly reporting. and recemmended 
semi-annual or annualreporting 
instead. R~ given were the scale oJ 
the proposed data reporting system~ 
possible-•l penalties. and the fad 
that more effort would bedevoted to 
reporting data:than prpv.iding services.. 
Those in:agreement with the 
requirements as specified in the NPRM 
said that qwumly reporting makesit. 
easier. lo analyze trends over time. 
makes the, data anilable ilf,a more 
timely fashion, and permits accounting 
for clisnts. without system · 
modificat.was. fon:mldnm who enter 
and exitthesystem in the same 
reporting period. A signifit:ant number 
of commentenexpressed conum as lo 
how confidntiality of the data-will be 
maintained by the Department. A few 
Stales achocated a.sampling of cases. 

Response:This pa.ragraplihas been 
changed in accont.ancewith comments 
received. The Department has carefully 
weighed the tndeoffs in quarterly 
versus semi-annual reporting (annual 
reporting would not be consistent. with 
the-goal'sset forth in the Act}. On 
balance, the extra administrative burden 
on the States that would be invoJved in 
quarterly reporting outweighs the 
potential benefits. We believe that 
obtaining thedata twice a yuar will be 
sufficiently timely and is.more likely to 
optimize the goalsof insuring that the 
dataare reliable and consistent over 
lime while avoiding the unnecessary 
diversion of rosoun:es for agenci'es · 
responSlole for adoption and foster care. 
The semi.annual reporting periods wi 11 
close as of the end of Man;h and 
September for each year. The States will 
be required to submit reports within 45 
days after theend of each semi·allnual 
period. The data transmitted by the 
Stale must be exlracted from the Stale 
information system as of the last day o1 · 
each ropoiting period. The fbst 

transmission will beda&byMay 15, 
1995 and the second by November 14. 
1995. 

Appendices Cand Din tbe NPRM. 
"Adoption DataElements Subsidy 
Cessation" and "Adoption Data 
Elements General Adoption;• have been 
dropped from this-finaf rule. "Subsidy 
Cessation .. was dropped because it 
added only one additional piece of· 
information to what we-would already 
have. and the additional information 
could n-ot justify the added effort 
involved in maintaining, transmitti.llg 
and proce~ing an additional report. .. 
"General AdoptionN was dropped . 
because it was·decided that thesame 
form (appendix 8,.section l}could b& 
used for both the mandatory and the 
voluntary reporting. · 

The-Department has decided to 
pursue the.collect.ion.of data onalr 
children in foster care:as ilis more 
eoonomical for reporting and processing 
than reporting data on a sample of cases. 
The nationalloster are and.adoption · 
data set will ~JlfUY be-composed 
of data extracted honitheSlate: systems · 
and.representsa subsetof data 
maintained i~ theState.•sdata system. In 
reporting data and iii the development 
of public use data ~ti. Department 
wi H follow the policies and procedures. 
relating fo fhese-activities, of the ·· 
Nationali Center for Heeltb Statistics-of 
the Public Health Serviw. ID additk>n, 
in public use data files, coomies or 
equivale»tjvrisdictiOJIS.wilh small 
populations will be combined into one 
coding cal,egary. . · · 

Additional safeguards :regarding . 
confii:lentiality have been introduced in 
the final rule. The reporting number that 
would follow the chifd through. every 
report h'as been dropped. Instead there 
will be a sequential number for each 
record in thetransmissfon. The day of 
birth and the focal agency have been 
deleted from the adoption data. All of 
these procedures will insure 
confidentiality in any data released for 
researeh or'imalysis. 

Paragraphs (b)(2}-{3}. Timeliness of 
data entry and reporting. 

Comment: Forty-two comments were 
reaiived. including 30 from State 
agencies and seven from.national 
organi:zations. The majority orthose 
disagreeing with the requirement were 
State agencies concerned that having to 
take a .. snap shot" of data during a · 
specific five day period would not 
permit enough time to update the data 
lo reflect the status of the children in 
foster care on the day the data were 
extracted. 

Response:This provision resulted iR 
c.-onfusionand misunderslanding among 
the States. Many erroneously believed 

that the intent of AFCARS was to reflect 
the status ofthe children in foster care · 
rather than the info!'mation on fhe 
children contained in tooState data 
system on the day the data are extrade& 
The requirement is to o,btain a profire 
from the State data system. J'he · · 
timel.ine$Sand mi,sjng ~ta standards 
reflect the Department's 
acknowledgment that someinfurmation 
on some children- may not ooknown or 
current in the State's information 
syst1*n on the date of extraction. 

As proposed in the NPRM, 
compliance in AFCARS wilf be based 
on timeliness of submission, 
consistency of information a11d 
timeliness of data entry. 111@ 
Department is requiring in pangraphs 
(b)(2) and {d)(l) of this. section, 
therefore, that data on removals and 
disclierges be entered into &heS!at~~s 
data system. wrthin 60-days of any 
removal or discharge event affecting a. · 
chi Id subj~ to the AFCARS reporting. 
The Department has decided to, drop the 
requirement pertaining to the, .. first five 
calendu d'ay$'• after the end of the · 
reponing pe,kid {whicliwiU-now ~ 
semii-annual rather thaJJquartetfy). 
However, the r:equil'f,l_ment thal the data 
submitted must beext:acted from the 
State system as of the last day of each 
reporting period is now in paragraph 
(b)(l}. . . . . 

Paragraph (b)(4} of this. fiiiahute was 
a part of (b){2l in tlw NPRM.. lt has been 
edited and made a separate .. 
subparag,aph for t:lan1.y and greetsr · 
visihllify. · · · · 

Paragraph. {b)(5). Otech u5'ld to judge 
data consistency. .. 

Comment:Four commel'lfS. were . 
~ived. th~,from OneState agencies.. 
commimter proposed tl:Jat if a State 
transmitting the data cannot getaccess 
to the·edit checks by which the data will 
be evaluated, that State should not be 
penalized for errors-or missing data. · 
Another rewmmended that the 
Department review the data and report 
any inconsistencies back to the Stat-e 
within 60 days Followingthe end oflhe 
quart&. One commenter questioned 
how the accuracy of the-system will be 
tesred, as opposed to consistency. 
Another suggested that States run their 
own consistency checks prior to 
transmission of the data. 

R'esponse:With tile ex~plion of 
lechnk.al edits and renumbering as 
paragraph (b)(S), there is no change in 
the provision as set forth in paragraph 
(b)(3) or the NJ>RM. The internal data 
verification ~ks are specified in 
appendix E of this final rule. The 
computer program rule$ for consistency 
chocks will be shared with the-States. 
There are no current proposals for 
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eccuracy checks other than those transactions must have beenentered the requirements should clearly explain 
currently .available to the Department . into the system within 60 days of the . the financial upper limits of the penalty. 
through the section 427 and title IV-E actual event, Le,, removal from home or Questions msed iricluded the 
reviews or Office of Inspector General discharge from foster care. following: When missing data are 

·audits.However, for children in care . Paragraphs {e}(t) through (7}. provided, w!Uthe penalty/sanction be 
more than.seven months, the entry of Penalties. reversed? How will the State handle the 
the date of the child's most recent · This section specifies that failure by penalty if it is Jinked to a specific 
administrative or court review a State to meet the AFCARS county? Will the penalty be applied . 
constitutes the State's certification that requirements is considered a substantial against the administrative costsclaimed 
the information on that child is current failure to meet the requirements of the . by the State or the amount of FFP 
as of that datt1. We would not, however, · title IV-E State plan; and spells out returned? ' 
role out establishing further accuracy penalties for substantial noncompliance, Smaller numbers of comments were 
checks in the future. how penalties will beassessed and the received on the other provisions relat~ 

Paragraph (c). Missing data stand.ards. circumstances that will lead to specified to penalties. Co1nments.on § 1355.40{e}
Comment:Several comments were penalties. • (2) to (7} ranged fr()ffl a high of34 

rec;eivedOJl.this provision, all fr9m. Comment.r-Manycomments. were comments ori the provision dealing with 
States. Oiie commenter argued that received on the specific provisions of the "satisfaction 9f the Secretary" to 
missing data a~ valid entries, .· § 1355.10{e} pertaining to penalties. The none on subpatagtaph (e)(5) and three 
particularly in the case ofabandoned largest number of comments !oc,uied on on subparagraph (e}(6); most conimenis 
children, and that these entriElSshould the details of the penalty provision in were from State 3&encles. . 
not count against the proposed 95 § 1355.40{e)(1}. Forty-five comments The. overwhelmmg majority of the 
percent accuracy rate. A suggestion was . were ~ived on that provision. . · · objections were related ti) the two 
made that UieDepartment .al.low a . including 40 from State agtmci~ and · · following issues: The \mposition of 
"grandfather''. period on. selec..teddata . three from· national otganizations. · , penalties in sulisequent quarters 
elements for current cases, rather than One nati~al organization agreed that following non-compliance and the lad 
require State&<ftltrospectivelyto a penalty system holds States of quantitative standards necessary to 
com plate data that may not have ~1 accountable and would thus correct and satisfy the Secretary; Suggestions made 
part of automated or manual .data . prevent deficiencies, The majority of included: (1) Providing more time for 
systems, suchas someof the data · cornmenters disagreed. Their ·. States to implement the system prior to· 
required for adoption cases. Some States disagreement was basedon the railonale imposing sanctions; (2) recommending 
suggested that theacceptable error rate that the rules would penalize anarea that the State's submission ofa · 
for missing .data be changed from five . wher&funds are most needed and that satisfactory report be co~sidered as · 
percent to 10 percent. · . · · !UUlCliorui "evidence that non-compliance are tlie least effective form of will not 

Response:The Department concurs shaping behavior.Many commenters recur"~ (3) assessing penalties in the 
with the need to address the missing · noted that the rules fail to offer· ·' · quarter after the quarter iri which non-
data issue in a different manner. In ·incentives despite the Advisory compliance oocurred to prevent the ~ 
appendices A and ii, wehave changed. Committee's recommendation for · retroactive recovery of funds; (4) 
some of the data element options.to• incentives. . . . . . · developing ~pecific stan.dards against 
"cannot bedetennine'd" or "not yet · A variety of other objections . which to assess penalties if subsequent 
detennined." "~randfathering" of concerned costs, fairn,ess,accuracy rate, quarters will beaffeqed; (5} pro-rating 
adoption andf~ter care data is being and practical concerns- such as whether· penalties to a percentage of missing 
allowed assummarized above in the States would comply unless the size of data; and {6} establishing empirical 
Department's response to§ 1355.40(a) the penalty exceeded tb.e costs of criteria which would beused to satisfy 
(2}-(4). As suggested by the States, a capturing the data at the local level. tho Secretary and against which to 
new subparagraph (2) has been added to Commenters expressed disagreement on measure compliance. Several States 
darify that a penalty will be invoked the timeframe for State implementation proposed that all costs associated with 
when the missing data exceed 10 · given the delay in promulgating the .system be allowable administrative 
percent forahy one element. · standards for tbe system. costs'ofIV-E. 
Subparagraph (2} of 1he NPRM is now Many of the commenters made Several comments were made on the 
designated subraragraph (3), suggestions,such as that the Department provisions affecting penalties inYears 3 

Paragraph (d (1) and (2). Tin1eliness · i:eward "good faith efforts," with and 4. While some noted that the 

of foster ca~ data.reports. graduated penalties to reflect . · . proposed penalty would be too low to 


Comment: Eleven comments were compliance efforts; establish strict be effective, others favored reducing the 
received, eight from State agencies. Four guidelines regarding the application and maximum penalty. 
of the disagreeing State agencies degree of penalties; and outline steps to One commenter expressed agreement 
recommended that the timeliness "satisfy the Secretary." with the proposed rule in support of 
standard be lowered to 40 or 50 percent. Some States souglit assurances that penalties and san<.'tions and 
Others suggested that the rate be raised substantial non-compliance would not recommended that a corrective action 
to reflect a more realistic status of foster jeopardize.the entire IV-B/IV-E Stale procedure be implemented. Objoctions 
care children in each reporting period. plan for compliance. Some cominenters were raised against penalties imposed 

Response:In response lo the concerns disagreed with.the interpretation that for missing data and technical errors. 

over the timeliness iss:ue, the non-compliance with the proposed rules The argument was mado thet the 

Department in subparagraph {d)(l) has would constitute non-compliance with accuracy standard was unrealistic, The 

revised its approach, For each child, we the IV-E and IV-B plans, including all lack of an appeals process was 

will require that a computer generated . IV-E and IV-D dollars. Moreover, it was criticized, In genetal there were 

transaction date accompany the date of felt that tying the penalties to the State objections to the criteria for imposing 

the latest removal from the home and plan may in the future jeopardize the maximum penalty on a State, and 


. the date of discharge from foster care. funding for major programs such as suggestion.-; were made for softening the 
Ninety percent of the subject AFDC. The commenters suggested that penalty provisions. 
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Several o1the cornmenters disagreed 
wiilia penal~y~cg impesed in.Year 3 
as they f&lt thatti.mewas neededto 
implement and le$t a nt)W' s)!Stem. 
Another obje<:tionwu to the.fixed 
penalties in Years 3 and 4-which fail to. 
d.ifierentiabt betl!leen States according. to 
the eccuracy rule of the data. 

Four Siates commented onthe 
penalty provisi ons for thefailure.to 
submit adoption data. The majorily of 
commenten expressed concern 
regardingtheoolleaion of historical 
data on cbildrenreceiving.subsidies. 

Response:Ttltlbasic conce~ .in the 
penalty section will remaia '1iesa.iM: 

, 	 However . leclmiad changes including 
renumbering were madein this 
pasagraph . The Depa.rtmeni shares the · 
position of the Advisory Committee that 
an ultimate; resort to penalties. is . 
necessary in order to or:hieve the goals 
Congress mandated toradoption and 
foster care data collection in the event 
of any State not ie.sponding:ill a timely 
manner. We, believe that when Slatl!$:are 
racedwith th&.possibility of a finding,of 
subslantial noncompliance with the title 
lV--EStele plan, and the-eonsequenl 
im·position of pe.naltit)S,.they will be
strongly ·motivated toill$UJ'8tha t conect 
dat a are submitted within the specified 
tjmeftames. · 

However, Iba Department believes 
th.al most,If not all, oJ lhe S&ateswill 
strive le cooperate in implementing 
AFCARS and submitting. tlwt.iequired 
reports. Consequently, & number of 
chan~ have beenmade which wiU 
moderate the impact ot the imposition 
of penalties UpoA the Statet. The 
method of penalties proposed in the 
NPRM and being modified in th.is fina l 
rule is used because- il is the ~ly one 
all owable under cu.mnl law . While the 
Department acknowledges .that there i.$ 
strong sup .port for a system of incentives 
and that po.1itive rein forcemen t can~ 
more effective than a system of 
penalties. there is nothing in the Act 
wWch provides.a basi s for incentive 
funding, 

W.ithrespect to § 1355.40(e). the· 
' reference dale of July 30, 1993 . has beeo 
adde d in order to clu i-fy that State 127 
incentive funds calcu lated as of lbat 
date shall form the basis for Jli!nalty 
ca lculations. Another clarification has 
been added to pllrllglllpb {e) la order to 
provi<re that the fonnula foi: calculation 
of penalti.es is not affected by any 
determi nations of complia nce with the 
roquiremetits of section 427 or 

· withdrawal of certifications with respect 
to section, 4?7 . Appendix F reflects :the 
amount of incentive funds ava ilable for 
fiscal year 1993, fut"each State. 
. The following chang,es in the ~ 
rule willhave the net effect of making. 

the reporting andpenalries less that will be.within three'percentage 
burdensome.: · points of the trua. population 

,1) The fli'Strepo,i:ting.period wi.U proportion,. States inay use other sample 
begin October l. 1994 and end March size !ann um that meet the criteria 
31, 1995' l!he-fust transzmssion.of data specified.above. 
must be received in ACF no later than If States decide to utillze the sample 
May 15.1995. Thesix:JJepQrtjng periods size formula sped lied above then they 
beginn ing October t, 1994 and epdi ng need to det.ermin.e the ·appropriate 
September 30,.1997 will be penalty•f:tee. valu es for N1and N, and substitute 
Tbs next year's : tepot\$ wilt be subject th-em into.the above equation to solve 
to half penalty and. theooafte1, fol"tbe sam ple si.ie. n. To assure a self
beginn:ingwith the tJan smissfon: filed weight int! sample th.esamp le size, n, 
for the period be.ginning Odd>er 1, · need s to beapporti oned between N, and 
1998, th&.States wiU'b.,subject to full N2by mulrip!Ymgnflrst by N, dMd e.d 
penalty . . . · by N and theit by·Nz divided by N 

{2)The teporting period:witlbe sem i· (when'! N=N 1+Nz}.The-first calcutatfun 
annual rather thit.n quartet:ly . · yields a sample size c&lJedn ,; tbe 

~)'fhe ,"sat.isfaetion ·ofthe,Secretu:y " second yields a sam ple si~caned n 2, 
req.niremenl will bemet by submissi-On StatllS'will select & sim ple random 
of one aceeptable regularly scheduled sl)nlJ>leofsize n r from the populat ion of 
semi:-annualdata tr.ansmissiono{ the . foster care cases ·tbat are under the 
type which was the cause ol the penalty. .Jurisdiction. of the Stat~ chi ld welfare 

{4.}The maximum ~ of . agency and Me-active on · the last day of 
missing;d~t~ for any.da~ ~ent before the reporting period and:a samp le of 
th~ Imposition .of J>en_3-hieswillbe-, . size ni &em the population of roster 
raised to tim ~mstead of five. care cases that are-underthe juri sdiction 
peocent ~ ongm&Jly proposed . . · of the · State child welfare agency and 

(~} ~rmgtho fouueporting pen~s. left care during. the reporting period . ·. · 
begmmng October t~ 1994 ~ eudmg Stat es may use any recognizeorandom 
Se~tembel'a~ 199&.:Stateswdlhave the m>mbergenerntors-to select the two · 
op\ion ~ocomply w1Ut~AFCARS simple ran dom samp1es ; .· 
~lahon s by ll01.f!cting States may &lso'use systematfc a sample of . 
!~ ·-~cases that l\l'9 ~ the samples to satisfy the sampling option. 
Juri-sdiaion oi. theStata cllild ·welfare . f&>Olherchqes mad'e in the system 
agency rather than reporti1.1~oo the that wiJl moderate th~ impact of the 
enlire population offostffcare~ . penaltk!s incl ude : on:ly a limited 
that ore, under the jurisdiction ot the, number of oota.elements wHl be 
Stat e child wel fare .agency . (A£te: this required for foster children who enter 
optional sampling period, ~tes will be caro prior to Octobe'tt , 1995 and fot 
expectedtosddxes.1 the entire children in cant less than .30 days ;-for 
population of fostMam, casu a.s child ren adopted prior- to October t, 
required by this fmal rule.} 1994. who arecontinu rng to receive . 

An a~table formula~ -. . Federa~ sl!bsie.ies, only aggregate dot.a 
dehm mnm g the sample Sm) 1sas, wmbe.required: and accepta ble ·· 
follows: 	 responses such as "not yet determined" 


and .. cannot be determ fned ~ ha ve been 

add ed. 


n = 2 · i
.03 x (N1+ N2 - 1)+ 1.% X.5X .5) Part 1356- R.equlrements, App licable To 

N 1 .tepresen ls tlie lotal number of footer Titl e IV-E 


care cases tha t are under the . 
 Sectiorr-1356.20{b). Stat e plan document 
juris dic tion of lb.&State child and submission requirement 
welfare agency and are adive on the 

1356.6V(cX2) ortd{d}fJ} th rough fd)(s;.last day of the reJ)Otting period. 

N2 repres ents th e total J)umber of foster Fiscal reqa.ireme11.t$ 
(title IV:-EJ 

care cases that are under the · This section specifies allowable 
jurisdeiction of th&Slate child . administrativecost6 necessa ry. for the 
welt:ar& age:n<.-y and left care during adm inistrat ioo o£the adepfi on and 
the six-month reportiag period . foster·,..are data collection system and 

The sample size n meets the crit eria spells out p:roced'ures for-all ocation of 

for a 95% confideru:9 interval estimate adm inistrative costs. 

for the pop ulation proportion . of any Comment: Over 40 commenis were 

attr ibute specifted in AFCARS with a received oo ~prov ision s. mostly 

lolerahle sampling.error of0 .03 and an 	 fram State agencies and several national 
esti mated proportion of 0.5 which organizations. A majority of COIJlmenters 
maximwis the sample · size , n. Thu s. said i.1was not eq~itable tG require 
there isa 95% chance tfiat the:sample States te>ool,tect and maintain 
size. n. will yield an ittterval e$tiw.at«1 information on andiildren· rn foster 
fonny attribule spetified in AFCARS care. but to re~rse them only on the 
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percentage of children erigible, for IV-E In addition. section 13713 of 0.BKA. •9;3 comply with the Stam plan provisiM.on 
funds. They believe that funding for adds.a new paragraph (e} to section. 47 4 data reporting. 01\te a State · · 
AFCARS should be based.on aU of the Social Security Ad. This new · substantially fails fo comply with the
children who ue, i11plamment. with the puagraph prorides that the Secretary requirements for data reporting, the
Stale agency. Approximately half rbe shall treat as. ueassary fur the proper penalties imposed could a!Tect a portion 
commenters disagreed with: tyin& the- and efficient administratiml. of theState of fitle.lV-E administrative · 
penalties and easts ofdat&collection to plan, all auwmated data collection expenditw:es. Onadt is determined that
IV-E funds. Some<States suggested. taat expenditures camed out in accol'danca a State is substantially failtng to comply
there should be a-dedicated fumling with the requirements for the75 percent with the State title JV.:.E.plan
pool specifically for data collef:tion, match. without regard to whether the requirements, the funds at risk are those 
stating that they should not have to chiWren intthe mechanized data for the semi·annual period{s)for which
allocate IV-E dollars to other programs. collection and information retrieval the State substantially failed to comply. 
Two Smteuuggested thaUhe gystiema.reeligible-for-payment ~nder The proposed penalties are fi.xed and 
Department fund from 90 to 100 percent · title:1V-E. Tbaregnlationdmplementing are set at amounts we believe are large 

· of the datareporting. system.. · the legislation fur enhanced mat«;h for enough toenwu1age-a State-tecprovitle
Two States commented on. the automated data systems is published the data fully and in a timely way in 

provisk>nili&t tlie-tosts cfdetit reportiflg. simultaneously etsewhere in this order to avoid a finding of substantial 
for children not eligible for title IV-E Federal Register issue. · noncompliance.and the ensuing 
foster care and adoption assistance · . T!the. system developed to meet the penafties. It is not out intention te make 
payments must be_borne by the State requirements of this regufation is also the penalties so greatas to significantly 
~nd may be paid from title IV-B or other usedt0ot:ollect data for programs other interfere with State efforts to ptOVtde
funds. The reasons cited for tho fmter canuntl adoption(e.g.. for services to familiesandchllcl;ren;
disagreement were: (1) Demands for JV- food stamps, AFDC or Medicaid), then however, we do want to encourage fuU 
B funds already exceed resources:and such custs mlleh be,fairly allocated to :reperting. The method for caJcuJatirig 
(2) the Department should utilize the those flther pragrams. Tt>em:ourage· the-penalties· is based on the standards 
existing authority to provide greater . States to develop a comprehensive for completeness and timeliness of a 
Fede:ral n!imbmseDleiitfor autamated system to improve service . State's datareports. . 
iroplemenlatiml. ~ C868'wa.·nnade delivery, and in tum tlie quality.and' rnthe matuir orassessing ~nalties.
that the Department should at least timeliness of the data requi:i:ementliin we concluded that claims for.title-lV-E
prov.ids incentiTeS for States this, rule, technical as&istance.will be adm,inistrative e:itpenditures would be
participating in VOS' to modify meir forthcoming. Because of these Ghango&, tho rnost appropriate focus..forpenalties.
S31stems.tGcom.pl)i lmhAFCARs. · paragraphs .fd)tttthrough t,Jin the By amending§ 1356.20, we propose to One commenter suggested that, since .NPRM.ha.vebeen.replaad by paragraph.· treat a:failme by a State-to_ ~mply with
the reguia!it>n"wot:ifd (d)(l} i& the final role. Par.agraj>h(d}l5,}make-adhenma to the-requirements for-the datasystem set the requiremenu; of section 479 a Stam cf~ NPRM bu beenedW &Rd forth in the proposed §·1355.40 as &
plan compliance issue under the title J:e11umbereda fd)ti) in the final nile .. substantial fln1UNin complying WithIV--E,it follows that aU oflhe costs 

the. title JV-E Stateplim. associated with implementing that Pan 135-1'-ReiJuirementaApplieabl& to 
We have deteunined in § 1355.40 lfiat section should be chargeabie to title IV- . · Ti.dol\LB 

onJy a p<>ftie:a of a Stal&'s-Ulle IV-E. 
E.Besponse: The-Department concurs- Section J35?.15(h}. Child VJttlfaze administrative cost seimbunement ivill 
with the inte.,...•retati.on that there is no semces ~plaa requirementsand . be in jeopardy. ne penaltie5fur 

• r submittalneed for allocating costs because of the noncompliance are fixed and ara . 
State plan requilement. Becats.sethis This section iequires each State to a.ssessed.agaillStpart.of the Stale'& title 
final. rule is making ~ requirement to pnwide assu,an~ !hat 11 wiH meet the IV-E"adminisu.alive cost reimbursement 
implement AFCARS as a title IV-E State requirements for data collection for for the-period(s} .inwhich the defects 
plan requirement, and because the costs foster care and adoption. occumtd. Theamount of the-title IV-E 
for development and implementation.of Comment: Onecmnment was received administrative costreimbursement 
information systems is an allowable cost from a State agency objecting to the lad: against which. the.fixed penalties.are 
under title IV-E. th..costs of AFCARS of clarity regarding the poteJrtisl impact as.~ed in any semi-annual period of 
can be directly charged to tilte IV-E on. all JV-E' and IV-B' funds. In addition, the fiscal year is equal to no more tllan 
administrative costs at the 50 percent it was suggested:th.atthe penalties.be one-tenth ho percent) of the amount of 
matching rate. limited to the 20 pen;ent ~imum of the title IV-B incentive funds (under 

However, section 13713 of the IV-B inc-.entive funds. · section 427)"avaitabte to the State for 
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of Response:The Department's intent in fiscal year 1993. The actual amount to 
1993 {OBRA '93), signed by the the NPRM was..that penalties belimited be deducted as a penalty in any one-year 
President on August 10, 1993, ameDds to a 20 percent maximum of title iv...:a is cumulative up to a maximum of 10 
section 473{a){3) oft.he Social Security incentive funds. This is more clearly percent in Year Four. (at half penalty) 
Act lo allow 75 petcenl matr,h for the stated in the final rule. and 20 percent in Year Five (at full 
planning, design, development 01 penalty).vm.Penaltiesinstallation of a Statewide mechanized To cakulate- the amount of title-IV-E 
dato collection and information retrieval In the development of th&finalrule, administrative costs.funds at risk, the 
system Oncluding 75 percent of the full the Department carefully considered the following.formulas wiH be-used: 
amount of &xpenditures for hudware best way to encourag& the acmrate and T=amount of penalty when a data 
comporumts for sud&.systems) but only timely submittal of infonnation. transmissi.ondoes not meet the 
to the extent lbat suclt system meets lnasm11cltas.thereis no legal authority established criteria. 
certain reqwnments. The higher to provide financial incentives. the one G,::State:s allotment of set:tion 427" 
matching rat&is available lor three fiscal altemalive avaitable i&to, impose im:entive funds forthe fiscal year 
years. beginning with fiSQl yea11994. financial assessments for-failure.to 19&3. 
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Federal Fiscal Year 1998: T,"'(sxG)/100 If either the foster care under the basic grant and the incentive 
or adoption data transmission fails to· T,,,,(2.SxG}/100 If either the foster care funding beyond the basic grant are 
meet the criteria. or adoption data transmission fails to issued each year by the Commissioner, 

meet the criteria. T .=2(5xG)/100 If both the foster care ACYF, in the table ofallotments under 
and adoption data transmission fail !o title IV-B. 

T i=2(2.5xG)/tOO r£both the foster care . meet the criteria. The following chart provides a .
and adoption data transmission Jail to The incentive funds usooin the summary overview of the adoption a11d
meet the criteria. calculations do not include · foster care analysis and reporting 

reimbursement for voluntary system's {AFCARSJreportingFederal Fiscal Year 1999 and beyond: 
placements io which a State may be requirements and assessment of 
entitled. The dollar amounts available penalties. 

SUMMARY OVERVIEW OF ADOPTION AND FOSTER CARE ANALYSIS AND REPORTING SYSTEM (AFCARS)REPORTING 

REQUIREMENTS ANO AssESSMENTOf PENALTIES 


Year1; 
Octol:>er1, 1994,-March 31. 1995 ·-········-··········--········· May 15, 1995 .'............. No Penalty . 

. April 1,.1995-Septernber 30. 1995 ....... .,...................... November 14, 1995 ... No Penalty.
Year 2: 

Ocioller-1. 1995-March 31, 1996 ................................. May 15, 1996 .....• ,...... No Peoalty. 
April 1, 1996--September 30, 1996 ............................... November 14, 1996 ... No Penally.

Year 3: 
Octoberf, 1996-March 3i, 1997 ·······--....................... May 15, 1997 .......... ,.. No Penalty. 
Apr~ 1, 1997-Septembef' 30, 1997. ····-····· .. ··········--······ November 14, 1997 ... No Penalty.

Year 4: . 

Oc1ober1. 1997-March 31, 1998 •....••.....•••.•••....•• , ...... ; May 15, 1998 ..... :....... Half Penalty{2.5% foster care; 2.5% adoptionassistance}. 
April 1, l~r 30, 1996 ..... ,. ...... - .........•. : ..... · November 16, 1998 ... HaffPenalty (2.5o/o foster care; 2.5%_ adoption assiStanee).

Years: 
October 1, 1~h 31, 1999 ···········--····-·---········ May 17, 1999 ..•..••...... F~Pena!ly {5% los!er ~ 5% adopUOfl a1;sistance). 
AprD 1. 1999-Septeimer 30, 1999 and semi-annually November 15, 19$1 .•• Full Penalty (5% f~er care; 5% adopiion assistanctt).

there,after. . 

Penalties wUI be assessed semi-annually against a State's title IV-E administratiye cost reimbursement in an amount. that is equal 
to no more than 10 percent of tha State's annual shlll'IJ of title IV-B fu.nds above the baseappropdation of $141 million for fiscal 
year 199J (incentive Funds available under section 427 or the Act). In the cas.t of States ineligible to receive lille. IV-B i11centive 
funds, \he penalty ahall be equal to no more than 10 pen:enl of the amount of title !V-,B inC8nttve funds that a State had roceived 
or was eligible to rewive. . ' . 

Half of the asll8$S1ld penalty is applic~ble to foster care reporting and half to adoption repo.rtipg,
In order to CO!llP.IY for foster care re~ing to avoid penalties;with AFCARS requh'ements and 
• States must submit foster care reports semi-annually within 45 days of the ,md of the reJ!011irtg period. . 
• Child~lic data must be entered into the information sy~m within 60 ·days of any removal from tha home or discharge 

from foster care. Ninety per-amt of such traosactions must be entered in the information system within 60 days of tha event. . . 
•'For any child in care more than. seven months, the State must certify that t!ie periodic review requirements. halltl been met 

in at least90 peminl of the records. . · · 
• Data.contained· in Appendix A mus! be reported with no moni than 10 percent missing data for any one data element. 
• For children in care lttSs than 30 days and fur children who entel'Cd prior to October 1. 1995, only a core set ·of information 

will he ~uired as identified in Appendix A. , · . · 
In order lo comply with AFCARS requirements for adoption reporting and to avoid penalties: 
• Stateii must submit adopti-On reports semi-annually within 45 days of the end of !he reporting period. 
• Adopti.on data are to be reported during the reporting period in which the adoption is !egalh:ed (or. op!ionally, in the following 

reporting period i( the adoption is legaliz:ed within the lust 60 days of the reporting period). 
• Data contained in Appendix B must he reported with no more than 10 pero1nt missing data for any one data element. 
• Full adoption daui are re<jt1ired only for children adopted after the AFCARS implementation date of October 1, 1994. Aggr!lga1e 

data, by &8(; of child, are to be reported for children adopted before that date with Federal subsidy. . 
For both foster care and adoption reporting, States must comply with the procedure!! for record layout. data con~•s!ency checks 

and electronic dala ttansm,ssion protocols as !:p(!r.ified in this final rule in Appendices C, D and E. 

The following example is provided to IV-E administrative cost rnimbursement administrative cost reimhursemenl 
help clarify the proposed penalties: for that semi-annual period. If StateQ under title IV-E', consideration was 
State Q was eligible to receive title lV were to hesubject to the full penalty in given to several foclors. We sought a 
B incentive funds {over its share of the both semi-annual roporting periods in method for calculating penalties tha!: t1)
base amount or$141,000,000} infiscal Year Five, the total amounl of the Permitted the dollar amount of the 
year 1993 of $4,000,000. The potentially penalty would be 20 percent of the maximum penalty for substantial 
applicable penalty against the State's $4,000,000 or $800,000, which is the noncompliance to be lcnown10 the 
share for either semi-annual period in maximum amount the State could he Stales prior to the time the data are 
fiS('.al year 1998 is 5 percent x penalized in any year .. submitted; (2) provided an upper limit 
$4.000,000 or $200,000. Therefote, the In reaching the decision to use the on the amounts of money that could be 
penalty that could be imposed in any section 427 incentive funds avai !able in jeopardy; and (3) could be 
rt1porting period on Stale Qin 1998 under title JV-Bas the basis for consistently applied to all States. We 
(Year Four) is $200,000, which would calculating the amount of the penalty to concluded that. by utilizing the amount 
be deducted from the FFP for its title be assessed against a State's of section 427 incentive funds available 
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to the Stat&ageocy-(which. by st,atlite; infotmatm systetn &'.>.adoptilo:iund missing data as ~in appendix E. 
must administex: bath.tille. lV-B, and title- foster &are;. The, ~el of missing.. Cot. mtbecase of fustercare,the 90
JV-El as.a basis...sll laree of ow inconsisteal and uatimely data shf>Ukl petcent. standard' ~·timeliness is JJDf
objectives.wel8 met. Tba.title lV-a nmham s,eat.as lo raise:conltems.about met).. · 
incentive foods represent a.fix.eel: . · ·. the qualay oHhe State.'s-data: 

number of dollars allocated totho States sub~ were£0gBiz&.that to
H&w&Yer-. In !i13SS.4t't, this mle refut'S' 
on a fonntµa basis prie,te>each fis(:al thece.willbesome.en-ois i.Rthe-data. As § 20l.6(e)regiirding, tI111·withliotdingof 
year. Because a State penalty will be long.aseacb.elemen, bas.uo mere than funds up to such time.as t!ie Secretary 
calrulated.using llfl7 inamtiw- funds; a 10 pe.romt ~data.im:luding,data is satisfied that tllere wilt no tonger bo 
State wiH.bmwlhe-rmixiiauma.r::tow.1t: . initiail.)JmiS6ing.aruidata.co.n.vened.tt>. any faifure to comply. We b!Ul& 
of dollars at.risk. missmg hecausathey fa.iwdintetl,lal . identified the criteieia~ meeting the 

la ~ l:t55..40,. we have provided &hat consistel:lcy tests, and I.bedata.iepo:rt "satisfaction of.theSecioouy·• 
th& peiaalties will he,deducted semi,.. meats. diestalldatdfol timeliWlSS~n.o re.qum.ilneill11.s-subraissionof· 
annuallyagiwm a State,'$titre,lV-E complianoa &(.'ti.on.wil!be'.taken. . · "" • * one acceptable regularly. 
administramte "6t seimbw:sememfer · Tue finalrufe owtunes the scheduled semwimmal dab 
the period mwhk•I\Cmcompliance- cir.cumsfanccs under whlch a &'atewm.transmission of the t,JMJw.b.k:hwas:the~ 
cccur.reo.Followingafioal.deciskm: o.li incur themaximwn penalty. We wilt caU&eofthespewtlty/' ' 

noncompliance. funds will be mcovaed apply the.max.imum,penanywnen 11 !"acltpsrtoftfutrJ'Wnft}erecireportfi.e.,

foraU reporting periods until the State . State fiu-Ys ro.su.tunitbotnthe ~fer care --·-r 
cemoastrate&..bySttbmUti~an parf and'the ad'opti<>D the fomrcarepart of the data and adoption partslwill 
acceptabletell&rt.that it wiU no looger. report withfn 45"days; or submits.each be treated separatelyfor purposes of 
faittowmply. part within the timeframe, but fn each applying,tne penalties; · . 

Til& reponmg o( complete and part t:)'icre is one or more.el'emErnt'(sf. Toe following di~ illustrates.hew 
accurate data is the goat of.the w!l:iclrexceeds the. lewl ortoferaru::efo.r penalties.are assessed m 'iears,+arui.s. 

... . 

AssEssMENT OF PENALTIES IN .THE AOOPRON- CARE-ANALYSIS ANO REPORTING S'IST.EM ANOt=osTER 
{In Percentages,Gf·lac:enwe 427.ot Tiffe l\'-6. Tille IV.-E.AdministrativeCostAmoun!sAllailabl!i!UnderSec1!on ~ssessed Semt-Annually· All3irm 


· · . •· . ·. · Reii'nbursementl · . · 


No ' Over 90%; 
data,

Missing: submit· 45 
stM<tard"·~ da)C5 

'Veal"''100ll91-8~. . 
5 5 ·5 5Fosret.Care.----·-·----····-·-···-········· .. ·····-.. -·······-·······-·-·--··--··-········-······ .. ···••··· 5: ..Adojllion .••••••••·.....................................................·-··-·--·-·····--- .. -· ·. -··-···--·-··- ................ . 
 5 5 NA

Maximum 10%PenaJtr• 
Yeas 5 (10/1J98..9/30/99) and beyond: 


· FOSl!l"Cllre · ..•....•.••· ................................................................................ _,_, _____ ···-· .. -· ......... . 
 10 JO. 10 10 
Ac:loplloll--·----··--······--·-···· ............................................................................................ 10 '10· fO NA 

M~imumPena~-20% ' 

As the above cl'wt indicates, there are 
only two level"~.at whicb.rhe penalty can 
be assessed: Ffisr.at.the maximum 
because of deficlem:ies in bGth. the 
adoption.and foster ura reports;, or 
second. at half penalty because or ~mo 
or mere.defk:ieacies.iD.eithei: the 
adot)*icn or foateJI report. The State €Me 
will incur a peealty, WI!the foster care 
report if any combination of the four 
condition$ apply. namely: No su.bmituil 
or Over 45 Days or Missing Data. or 90 
percent Timeliness Standard. Similarly. 
the StatewHHncm a penalty fo:i-rhe 
adoption report if any combination of 
the U1reeconditlollS'apply. namely: No 
submittal or Over 45 Days or Missing 
Data. The penalties reflected in the 
ahove. chart am maximum penafties for 
Years 4 ands. For any gi.vensemi· 
annual reporting,peri:od', the penalty 
assessoo would be half the pementages 
indicated. · 

IX. Impact Analysis 

Executive Order 12608: 'I71e.Fbinity 

. Execufive Order 12606' requires 
Federal' agencies. in fonntilating, and 
Implementing policies and regµIatiom:, 
to assess the impact on.tamiTy 
formatfon, mainterumee-antl general 
well being. We bellflve these proposed 
reg,utationswill serve to strengthen aud 
preserve family life insofar as the 
demographic information provided on 
children in foster care wilt aid in 
permanency planning.for these chHdren 
and their families. And in the case of 
adoption, infor.mationon.chifdreniwill 
assist in the placement of children.as 
well as aid in the development of 
policies and pract{ces that will . 
encou~and support families who 
tal'e' for children in fosterc.are and' tho.se 
who adopt children-. 

Executive Order 1:2866 

Exfl:utille-Oroer ta8$ requires that 

regulations bereviewed ~en.sure- that 


they are consistent 'Willi.thepriorities. 
and priru::i.ples.set iorth in theExecutive 
Order. The Department bas determined. 
that this rufo is consistent with. these. 
priorities and principfus .. AD assessment 
of the. costs. :md fmnefits or available 
regufatoryalternatives (includin&not 
regulating) dernonsuated that the. 
approach taken, wthe-regulation is the 
most COM-effective andleast 
burdensome while still achieving lhe 
regulatozy objlletives •. 

TI1is rule implements section 479 of 
the Social Security Act which requires 
the Secretary to promulgate regulations 
providing for the impfementation ora. 
data collection system relating; ta 
adoption and foster care in the United 
States. This rule set, forth the 
requirements fut such a.sy,stem; 
Specifu:ally., tll£trule; among other 
things, requires States.to submit semi· 
annually !()-the Department. i:n 
electronic wnn~certain.fosmr care and 
adoption data. It allows.for the, . 
submission of only.a co.reset ofdota 
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el11ments for children in foster care less 
than 30 days and for children entering 
foster care prior to and within the year 
after the implementation date; and, it 
requires complete adoption data only 
for children adopted after the ril.le's 
implementation date. In addition, the 
rule provides for the phase-in of 
penalties, with .tho first two years 
penalty free. · ·. 

Funding for systems design, 
development and implementation must 
comply with the requirements of 45 CFR 
part 95, subpart F. The costs of 
implementing this rule will vary among 
States, depending on the extent of a 
State 's own·data collect1'on act1'v1't1·es1 
systems with regard to foster care and 
adoption. In this regard, the Department 
will offer technical assistance to any 
State for planning, developing and 
implementing the required data 
collection and transmission system. A 
State may directly chaq,>e the cost of the 
operation of the data colle<.1ionsystem 
to title IV-E aJ the 50 percent matching 
rate. We estimate that the Federal costs 
assodated with implementing and 
maintaining a data collection system
will be $9 million the first year, $54 
'million the third year;$38 million the 
fourth year and $20 million the fiflh · 
year.· · · 
Regulatorv Flexibility Act 

·J 

Consistent with the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act of1980 (5 U.S.C: ch 6), 
the Department tries lo anticipate and 
reduce the impact of rules and 
paperwOTk. requirements on small 
businesses. For each rule, with a 
"significant economicimpact on a 
substantial number of small entities" an 
analysis is prepared describing the 
rule's lmpact on small entities. Small 
entities are defined in the Regulatory 
Flexibility Act to i11clude small 
businesses. small non-profit;, 
organizations, end small governmental 
entities. . • . . · . . 

The primary 1mpac.1 of.!h1s rule 1~~n ... 
the States which are not small entitles 
within the meaning of the Act. For this 
reason, the Secretary certifies that this 
n1IR will nnt h11v1u1 Si8nifir.ant 'imp,u-:t' 

on a substantial number of small 

entities. · 

Paperwork Reduction Act 

Under section 3504(b} of tha 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1980. Pub. 
L. 96-511, all Departments are required 
to submit to the Office or Management 
and Budget (OMB) for review and 
approval any reporting or recordkeeping 
requirements in a proposed or final rule. 
This final rule contains information 
collectim1 requirements in § 13!>5.40, 
paragraphs {a) and (b), foster care and 

adoption data collection, which will be 
submitted to OMB and will not become 
effective until they are approved. A 
notietJ will be published in the .f'ederal 
Register when OMB approves these . 
information collection requirements. 

In tho NPRM, a ch.art was provided · 
showing the estimatedannual burden 
hours to theStates: The public was 
asked to comment on the estimated 
hourS' as well as any other aspect of the 
infonnalion collection. including 
suggestions for reducing this burden. In 
response to commentsrecoived, the . . 
re:rting burden for the collection of 
• 1• · · h" fi J1m orma ion requ rements mt is nareguJation has been reduced to 
approximately one-half of the initial 
estimated hours in theNPRM, including 
the time for reviewing instructions, 
searching existing data sources,· 
gathering and maintaining the data 
ne(lded, and submitting the. data in the 

· required format. The final i:ule now 
requires submittal of information wmi
annually rather than quarterly and 
re~ilces the overall number of items 10
be reported. The revised total annu.al 
burden is 413,942 hours. 

List of Subjects . 
45 CFRPart 1355 

AdQption and fostercare, Child 
welfare, D.lta collection, Definitions, 
Grant programs-social programs. 

CF.R Part 
45 1356 

Adoption and foster care. 
Administrative costs, Child welfare, . 
Fiscal requirements (title IV-£); Grant 
programs--social programs, Statew\de 
information system. 

45 CF1l Part 1357 

Adoption and foster care, Child 
welfare, Child welfare .services state 
plan, Indians, Reporting and 
recordkeeping requirements. 
{Catalog of Federal DomesticAssistance 
ProgramNos. 93.658, Foster Care . 
Maintenance,93.659. Adoption Assistance 
and 93.645, Child Welfare Ser11ices-'Sta1e 
Grallts) 

D3 tod: Octobor 13, 1093. 
Mary Jo Baiie, 
Assistant Secretary for Children and Families. 

.Approved; November 19, 1993. 
Donna E. Shalala, 
Secretory. 

t'or 1he reasons set forth in the . 
preamble, 45 CFR parts 1355• 1355 and 
1357 are amended as follows: 

PART 1356-GENERAl 

1. The authority citation for·part 1355 
is revised lo read as follows: 

Authority: 42 U.S.C.6:?0el seq.,42 U.S.C. 
670 et soq.;42 U.S.C.1302. 

2. Section 1355.20 is amended by 
adding definitions for the terms 
"adoption" a:nd .. foster care" as follows: 

§ 1355~ . Definitions. .. .. 
Adoption means the method provided 

by State. law which establishes the legal 
relationship of parent and child 
between persons who are nol so related 
by birth, with the s.\me mutual rights 
and obligations that exist between 
children and their birth parents. This 
relationship can only be termed 
.. d . " ft th I J .a option e er e ega . process ,s 
complete. · 

Foster care means 24 hour substitute 
care for all children placed away from 
their parents or guardians and for whom 
the State agency has pla~ement and care 
responsibility. This includes, but is not 
limited to, farni ly .foster homes, foster 
homes of relatives, group homes, 
emergency shelters, residential 
facilities, child care institutions, and 
pre-adoptive homes regardiess of 
whether. the foster care facility is 
liceiised and whether payments are 
made by the State or local. agency for lhe 
care of the c-.hild or. whether there is. 
Federal matcbirig of any payments that 
are made. · 

• 
3 .. Section 1355.30 is.amended by 

revising paragraph (e) as follows: 

§ 1355.30 · Other appllc:able ~latlons. 
,,·. . . . 

le) Section 201.6, Withholding/ 
.Reduction of FF?. Pursuant to the 
requirements under§ 1355:'40 of this 
part for data collection. the only · 
evidence relevant athearings under 
§ 201.6 are those matters related to the 
standards set forth in § 1355.40 and 
whether ihere were circumstances 
beyond the-control of the State or its 
political subdivisions that should be 
considered by the Secretary. 

4. A new§ 1355.40 is added to read 
M follows: 

§ 1355.40 Foster care and adoption data 
collectlon. 

(a) Scope<>! the dota aoilectiofl 
system. (1} Each State which 
administers or supervises tlie . 
administration of titles IV:-B and IV-E 
must implem_enta system that begins to 
collect data on October 1, 1994. The firs! 
transmission must be reaiived in ACF 
no later than May 15, 1995. The data 
reporting system must ineet the 
requirements of§ 1355.40(b) and 
electronically report certain data 

http:13!>5.40
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regarding children in foster care and 
adoption. The foster care data elements 
are listed and defined in Appendix A lo 
this part and the ad,option data elements 
are listed and.defined in Appendix B to 
this J)!rt. 

(2} For the purposes of foster care 
reporting. each State's data transmission 
must include all children in foster care 
for whom the Stale title IV-B/IV-F. 
agency has responsibility forplacement, 
r.are, or supervision. This includes. 
Native Arnorican children covered 
under section 427 protection on the 
same basis as any other children. For 
children in care less than 30 days. only 
a core set of infonnation will be 
required, as.noted in appendix A to this 
part. For children who enter foster care 
prior to October l, 1995 and who are 
still in the system, cqre data elements 
will be required: in addition, States will 
also be niqu:ired to report on the most 
recent case plan goal affecting thos11 
children. For children in out-of-State 
placement; tb.eState placing tl1e child 
and making the foster care payment 
submits and continually updates the 
data. · · , 

(3)For the purposes of adoption 
reporting. data are required to be 
1ransmitted by the State on all adopted · 
children who were placed by the State 
title IV-B/IV-E agency, and on all . 
adopted children for whom the State 
agency is providing adoption assistance 
(either ongoing or for nonrecurring 
expenses). care or services directly or by 
contract or agreement with other private 
or public agencies..Full adoption data as 
specified in appendix D to this part are 
required only for children adopted after 
the implementation date of October 1, 
1994. For chiJdren adopted prior to 
October 1, t.994, who are continuing to 
receive title JV..:.E subsidies, aggregate 
data are to be reported. For a child 
adopted out-of-State, the State which 
placed the child submits the data. 

{b) Fostercore and adoption reporting 
requirements.(1) The State agency shall 
transmit semi-annual!y, within 45 days 
of the end of the reporting period (i.e .• 
by May 15 and November 14), 
information on eachchild in foster care 
and each child adopted during the 
reporting period. The lnfonnation to be 
reported consists of the data elements 
found in appendices A and B to this 
part The data must be extracted from 
the data system as of the last day of the 
reporting period and must be submitted 
in electronic fonn as described in 
appendix C to this part and in record 

. layouts as delineated 	 in appendix D to 
this part. . 

(2) For foster care information. the 
child·specific data to betransmitted '·• · 
must reflect the data in the information 

system when the data are extracted. (e) Penalties.(1} Failure by a State to 
Dates of removal from the home and meet any of the standards described in 
discharge from foster care must be paragraphs (a) throughJd) o!this section 
entered in accordance with paragraph is considered a substantial failure to 
(d){l) of this section. The date of the meet the requirements ofthe title IV-E · 
most recent periodic review (either State plan, Penahies for substantial 
administrative or court) must be entered non<',,omplianr.ewill beassessed semi
forchildren who have been in foster annually against a State's title IV-E 
care for more than nine months. Entry administrative cost reirilbursement in an 
of this date constitutes State. · amount that is equal to no more than 10 
certificaHon that the data on the child percent of the Sta,e's 1mnualshare of 

have been reviewed and are current. title IV-B funds above the base 


(3) Adoption data are to bereported appropriatjon oU141 million. The 
during the reporting period in which the amount of incentive funds, section 427 

. adoption is lega_lized or, at the State's of the Act, against which a penalty can 
option. in the following reporting period be assessed will remain the same as the 
if the adoptfon is legalized wilhin the. amount promulgated as being available 
last.60 days of the reporting period. For to the States as of June 30, 1993, the 
a semi-annual period in which no date of issuanceof the amount of 
f.doptions have been legalized. States se<..1iou427 funds for fiscal year 1993 
must report such an occurronce,. · · (seeAppendix F to this part). The 

· . (4) A summary file of the semi-annual penalties will be calculated and applied
data transmission must be submitted regardless of ariy determinaUon of 

, and will beused to verify tlie compliance with lhe requiren;ients of ·. 
completeness of the State's detailed · section 427. and regardless of whether 
submission for the reporting period. any State has withdrawn its certification 

(5} A variety of internal data . with respect to .section 427. Years One
consistency checks will be used to judge through three (October 1, 1.994 through
the internal consistency of the semi· · September.30, 1997) will be three
annual detailed data submission, These , penalty-free years of operation. Year
are specified in Appendix E to this part Four (October1, 1997 through · 

(c) Missing data standards. (1) The September 30, 1998) will be athalf
term "missing data" refe~ to instances penalty and Year Five (October 1, 1998 
where no data have been entered; if . through Septsmber 30, 1999),and . · 
applicable. for a particular data element. ·. thereafter will be at full penalty. Tho Inaddition, all data elements which fail maximum annual penalty is 20 percent .. aconsistency check for a particular case (2) Penalties will be assessed $emiwill be converted to missing data. AU . annually against a State's title IV-E .
data which are "out of range" (i.e,, the administrative. cost reimbursement forresponse 	 .is beyond the paraf!leters the period in which the noncompliance 
allowed for that particular data element) occurred.and any subsequent period of will also be converted to missing data .. noncompliance. Following ·a decision 
Details of the circwnstances under sustaining ACYF's. pl'(lposed ~tion, which data will 00 OORV&J'ted to missing funds will be,ecoverod until the State 
data are specified in appendix E to this demonstrates, by submitting an 
part. Dataelements with response$ of acceptable report, that it will no longer 
"cannot bedetermined" or."not yet fail to comply.. · .
determined'' are not considered as (3} Halfof the maximum allowable
having missing data. assessed penalty for a given reporting.(2) For missing data in excess of 10 · 

period is applicable to foster care percent for any on~ data element, the reporting and half to adoption report.ing. penalty will be applied. · 
(4} The penalty for foster care · (3) The penalties for missing data are 

reporting will ~ applied for any semi· specified in paragraph (el. of this 
annual period when a State fails to meet section, · 
one or more oftJie fo!lowiug criteria:td} Timeliness of fm.1er care data. 

reports,(1) For each child, a computer (i) Fails to submit the report within 45 
generated transaction dat1rmust reflect days of the end of tho reporting period 
the actual date or data entry and must as specified in paragraphs (b}(1) and 

(b)(2) of this section; oraccompany the date of latest removal 

from the homo and the date of exit from 
 (ii) There is one or more element 
foster care. Ninety pel'<".ont which excee<lsthe level of tolerance for of the subject 
transactions must have been entered missing data as specified in paragraphs 
into the system within 60 days of the (c)(l) and {c)(2) of this section; or 
event (removal from home or discharge (iii) Fails to meet the timeliness 

from foster care). · standards asspecified in paragraph 


(2) Penalties shall beinvoked as (d)(l) of this section. 
provided in paragraph (e) ofthis (5) The penalty for adoption reporting. 
section. wiU be applied foi any semi-annual 
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period when a Slate fails to meet one or Unable to DetenniM i 5 B, Legal or Pl.ttati-ve Father_ (mo.)_ 

more or the followi ng criteria : m.Removal/PlacfJmentSetting Indicators (day} _ ()'l'.) . . 


(i) Fails lo subm fl the report within 45 !\. Removal Episodes 	 IX. Foster F11mUyHome-Peront(s) Data {To 
days of the end of the ieponing period Date of First Removal From Home beanswered only if S~ion V .• Part A. 

(mo.)_ (day)_(yr.) as specified in paragraphs (b)(l) and 	 · CURREN:FPLACEMENTSETI'JNCis 1 . 

(b}(3) of this section; or J'otalNwuber of Remonl.'! From Home to 2or3l . 

Date_ __ . A. Foster Family Structure 
(ii ) There is one or more element 

Date Child was Di~arged From Last Mamed Cou pie. 1 which exceeds the level of tolerance for 
Foster Care Epi!IOde OfApplicuble}_ Unmarried Couple: 2 

missing daia as specified in paragraphs tmo.)_ (day)_. _ (yr.) Single Female: 3 
(c)(l} and (c){2) or this ~tion. · 	 .Single Male: 4 ••Da teoC Latest Removal From Home 

5. Appendices A through Y arudded (mo.)_ (dayf _ . (yr.) - 8..Yearot8irth 
1st F<>Mu Careta ker to part 1355 8j follows: 	 ••Transaction.Date _ (mo.) _ _ (day) 2nd Fostw Caretoket (lf Applicable) -· --W'·l · 	 .Appendix A to Part t355--FO$fff Cara Dal• C. Rece/Or!gin 


Elaaem, B. Placement Setting, t , Race of Jst Foster Caretaker · 

Date of PlaG'effl1lD.t 	 White: 1 lo Cwtent FO&terCere 


Section I-Foster Care Dota·Elements Selling__ {mo.)_ (day)__ (yr.) 
 Black:2 
Data eJemenis preceded by ...... are the Numberof Previous Placement Settings Americ4n lndian/Alesk@ Native: 3 


only date elements required fot childre n who DuringThia Removel Episode_ · Aaian/Pacifle lllland«: t 

have been in care less than 30 day.s. FQI' · IV. Circumstances of Removal Unabif lo.Detm»ine: S · 

chlldten who mteredai:e ~or to Octobe1-1 · A. Manner of. Remova~ Prom HQIM for 1. Hlspanic-Origin .ofl st FosterCan,t ahr 

1995, data olmienu preceded by eltli$1'.... ., ' . Cu!'1'8nlPlacement Episode _ _ _ Ye$~l 


· 	and"" .. .,. ere the only data ·efomentt Voluntary: 1 No: 2 
requmid. This~ that, for these two Court Ordered: 2 Unable to Determine: 3 .. 
categories of childre n. these are the only data Not Yet Determined: 3 , . 3. Raceol 2ndF06tet Camaker (If Appllca

ble) . . 	 ·e!enumts:to which UM!mmlng daisstalldri B.Actl-On7 or CondltloM ASl!Ocieted With 
White: 1. ·will be'applied . . 	 Chilq's Removal: (lndicaw all: that apply 
Bleck: 2 !. Genmtl Jnfonnelion with a "l") · . · 

.. A. State . .PhysiClll Abuse (Alle@djReported)·. -- American Jndian/Alaskan Natiw, a · 
ua ~date_ (mo.)_!)if.) . SexualA~ (All~ -- Asian/Pacillc 1$landar:4 
uc. Local Agency (County or ISqUwale.nt- . ~ect rAlleged/Riported) .._:_ Utuible to ·Dlttennine: 5 · . 

·Juri~Lction) · · . · .· :Aliohol Abu.se{Pan,nt)--- - -- :4.·Hispanlc Origin of 2nd 'Foster ·~taker 

••o.Recoro,Nwnher llnJRAbuse (Parent} Ofapplicable) - - - - ---~


. E. Dllte of Mos.tRecent Periodic: Revif!w(If · . A~mi;oI Abu~e. (Child) -..,.. -- . -- - Yes: 1 

AppllrableJ·. (mo·)· ·(day) Cluld II Disability No:2 


T.). - • - . -. - Child'tJJehevi~ProbJem Unable. to Detennlne: 3 
(yr. . 	 . · Deathuf Plhlnt{s) - - · --- X. Outcome·lllformalicm · .Jt. !;iild'•~p~lc-fufonrui~~ . . Jnan:ention or~ht(s) - -. --- ••Jt. DateoH>isc:harg.rFrom Foster Can,A. Date of Birth - . {mo.)_ (day) Caretakers · Inability to eope.Due·to mness 

._(mo.)_ (day) _ {yr.)- {'yr.) 	 or Other Ree,ons 
••Tra-1iQJ:I Date _ (mo.)_ (day) · 

_(yr ,) . 
. ••s .. Sex___ 	 Abandonment--------
Male:1 	 Rel.inqulshm&nt ---- -- -
Female: 2. • . lnadeqlllltftHousing .••n. Ree300for Oi$Cbarge - - - -
••e: RaceJOtigin • •v . Cummt Placement Setting. ---- Reunifieation With Pue nts ,or Primary

Carotakm: l . · ·1. Race___ •• A. ~AdoptiY8 Home: t 

White: 1: · Foster FamilyHomo (Jtdhitlve): z · tivlns With Othet Relative{s):2 

Blad:% . · Foster Family ffooie·fNoii,Relati\le): 3 
 Adoptwn:3 · 

Aff.1miam Group Home: • . Eman<:lpatiOll~ :t
Indian/ ~)ask.an Native:. :, 

~111.c blander~• . · Institution, 5 Guardianship: S·· 

Unable toDetenuloe: 5. supervised lndepen dont Living: 6 Trantferto Another ~11cy: 6. .. 


Runaway:7 . · ·· 
Death of Child: 8 

2. Hispanic Origin_ 	 Ruoaw11y; 7 
Yes: 1 Trial HomeVisit: e 

No: 2 .••u. ts Cum.ml P..la(;emen~Out-<if·Sbb.17 XI.So1&n:e(s)
...... of F6deral financial Supi)ort/ 
Unable to.Determine: 3 . Yes(Out-or.st.~ Placemen~):t · 'Assistance rorChild (Indicate all thot 

applv with• .. 1") . · 
aa having a disabllity(ies)? __ _ ... Vt Mmt Rff:l!nt Ca,e Plan Goal - -- Titfo W-E (Foster C'.are) 

D. H111this child ooencliniclllly.dlagnosed No f!nState.Placeme11t): 2 

Tiile IV-13 (Ad.:>ption Assistance) -- Yes: 1 	 ReunifyWith Parenl1s) or.Principal 
Titk, JV-A (Aid to Fall!illes with Depend·No: 2 	 Catelaker(s): 1 

ent Children ). --- ·- .- - - - - Not Yet Detenniood: 3 	 U,ie With Other Iwlativets}. 2 . Tltle lV--0 (Child Suppor1) -- - -1. If yes, h1d.icate eo(;II type o( disability Adoption: 3 Title XIX (Medicaid) -- --- - 
fo1111dwitl1 • "1" 	 Long Tenn Fostlll' Caro: 4 . · SSI orOther Social Security Act Beoofils 

Mental Rctardatl.ou __ · Emancipation: 5 None of the Above -.- - --- - 
Visually or Hearing J-mpaired _ _ Guardianshi!}: 6 

Secticm IJ.-DcJflnilion$ of und-ln~i on, for Physically Dlstutbed (DSM 111) - ·- Oise Plan Goal Not YetEstablished: 7 Poster Care,Data Elements .OtherMedk:ally OlllgnOSed Condllion VII. PriDciJ)81 Caretaker(,) lnfonnation 
RequiringSpecial Care_ _ It..Caretaker F&milySlruct uril - - -- Reporong population. The populatl<m to~ 

K 1. Has this child evef been adopted? Married Coup le: t Included In thl• reporting s,;iem includes all 
Unmarried Couplo; 2 children in fo,ter eet-e under the y;:r Single Female : l responsibility of. the State agency 

No: 2 Sing le Male:4 11dministering or superv ising the 
Unable to Detennina, 3 Unable to Det4!nlline: 5 adminisll'lltlon of the title IV- 8. duld welfare 
2, If yes, howold was, the child when the B. Yoar ofBirt h . services Stal• pl,1n and the title IV-R Stat1t

adoption wa3 legalixed1 _ _ _ ht Principal Caretaker · pion; 1hat Is, all children who are required to 
. Less than2 )'$8ts old: 1 2nd Principal Caretaker (If Applicable) be provided tM pro!edionso ( section427 ot 

2 to 5 yoars old: 2 VIII. Parental Rights Termination (If. · th e Soc;:ialSeeµrity Act (SSA). 
6 to 12 Jflr8 old, 3 Applicable) , . . . . This population include, all c.hildrcil. 
13 yevsoldorokhlr: 4 A.:Mother_._ (mo.) .- (day)....-- (yr.} supmnSi!d by Munder thtf responsibility of 
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another public agency with which the title 
IV-BIIV-B S!llte agencybas an agrool'n11nt 
under title IV-E and on whose behalf the· 
State makes titltt rv..:Efoster ca~ 
maintenllllC9 payments. 

Foster care Is defined as 24 hour substitute 
care for children outsldo their own homes. 
The reporting system includes ell children 
who have or had been in foster Cllreat least 
24 hour.i.Thefoster care stltling!I include. but 
are not limited to: ·· ' . 
--Family foster homes · 
-Relativu foster homes (whether payments. 

are being made or not) 

-Group homes · 

-Emei:ge.ncy shelters 


. ~Residential f.acilities 
-Otild careinstitutions 
~-adoptive homtll 

Foster cant does hot include childre1i who 
a:e In their own·homes under the 

T6$p<>Nibillty
of theState agency. However, 
children who ant at lwme on a trial oosis may 
beincluded even though they ai:enot. . 
considered to be'infoster care. If they are 
included, element number V. CURRENT 
PLACEMENTSETTING must be given the 
valueof"6", 
t General Information 

A . .state••-lJ,S, Postal Seavice two letter 
abbreviation for the State submitting the 
report. . . . 

R Report Date0 -The last month and the 
year for the reporting period. 

C. LocalAgency• ·-Identity of the county 
or equivalentuwt which bes n!$pons\bility 
forthe C8S$. T~ 5 digit Federal Information 
Processing, Standlll'd (FJPSJ must. be used. 
. D. RecordNumber• •-The sequential 

number which the State uses to transmit data 
to the Deportment of Health and Human · 
Services (DHHS}. The record numbcn-cannot 
belinked to the child's c.ase IJ>. number · 
except at theState or local levol · · 

K Date of Most Recent Periodic Review (lf 
applicable}-Fol'. children whohave been in 
care seven months or longer, enter the 
month, day and year of the most recent 
administrative or court rovlew, lncludlog . 
dispositioD81 hearing. For children who have· 
been in care less than seven months, leave 
the field blank. An entry in this field certifies 
that thechild's computer rec:otd is current up 
to this date. 
II. Child's Demographic lnformation 

A. DateofBirth""--Month, day and year 
of tho child's birth. If the child is abandoned 
or the date of binh is otherwise unknown. 

· enter an approximate date of birth, Usethe 
1Sth as the day of birth, 

B. 5*x .. -tndicate as appropriate. 
C.Race/Origin•• 
J, Rae&-ln general. 11person's race is 

determined by how otheis define them or by 
how they define themselves. In the caw of 
young children, parents detennine the race of 
the child. 

White-A person of European, North 
African, or Middle Eastern origin. 

Black-A person whose ancestry is any of 
the black racial group$of Africa, · 

Americao Indian!Alaskao N11tjve-A 
person whose ancestry is North American. 
and whomeintains tribal affiliation or is so 
recognized in the community, 

Asiau/Paciflc ls.lander--A pem>n whose 
o.tigin is the Par East, Southeast Asia, the 
Indiansub-continent. or the Pacific Islands. 
This includes, for example, China. India, 
Japan. Korea. the Philippine Islands, Samoa 
and Vietnam. 
. Unable to Detenni-The specific race 

category is •·unable to detennine" because 

the child i$ very young or is severely · 

disabled and no person is available to 

Identify the child's raCt!. . 


2. Hisp1mic Origin-Answer "yes" H the 
child is a Mexican, Puerto Ricm. Qiban. 
Central or South American person; or person 
of other S!)anlsh cultur&l origin regardless of 
raoe. Whether or not a person is Hispanic is · 
determined by how others define them or by 
how they define themselvea, In the case of 
youngchildren. pa.rents dt:termine the nice or 
the child. ''Unable to Determine" is used · 

. because the child is very young or is ireverely 
disabled and no person is availab.le to 
detennine whether or nofthe child Is 
Hispanic, "No" ls used when it is clear that 
the child is not Hispanic. . · 
.. D. Has the child beenclinically diagnosed 

. as having a disability(ies)? "Yes" indicates 
that a qualified professional has clinically 
diagnosed the child as having at least one of 
the disabilities listed below. "No" Indicates 
that II qualified professionel has conducted a 
clinical assessment of tho child and has . . 
detennined that the child has no disabilities, 
"'Not Yet Determined" indk:llteathat a . 
clinical 8$$es5ment of lhe child by a qualified· 
professional has not been c;PDducted. 

1, Indicate EachTypeorDisebiliry With a 
"t". . 

MentalRetardation-Significantly 
subaverage general cognitive and motor 

functioning existing concummtly with 

· deficilS in adaptive behav'ror manifested 

during the developmental period th.at 

ad~ly afrect ll child's/youth's 

socialization and learning. . · . . 


Visually or Hearing Impaired-Having a 

visual impairment that IQaY significantly 

affecteducational performance or · 

development; or a hearingimpairment, 

whether pennanent or fructuatiQg.that. 

adversely affects educational performence. 


Physically Disabled-A physical oondition 
that adversely affects thechild's day-to-day 
motor functioning. such as cerebral palsy. 
spina bifida, multiple sclerosis, orthopedic 
impairments, and other physical disabilities, 

Emotionally Disturiled (DSM lll)-A 
condition exhibiting one.or mot8 of the 
followingcb8t8Cteristics OW? a long period 
of time and toa markod degree:An Inability 
to build or maintain satisfactory · 
interpersonal relationships; inappropriate 
types of behavior or Coolings uniler normal 
circumstances; a general pervasive mood of 
unhappiness or depression: or a tendency to 
develop physical symptoms or fears • 
associated with penonal problems, The term 
includes persons who are schizophrenic or 
autistic. The term does no! include persons 
who are socially maladjusted. unless it is 
determiaed !hat lhey are alro seriously 
emotionally distwbed, The diagnosis is 
besed on the Diagnostic and Statistkal 
Manual or Mental Disol'dcrs (Third Edition l 
(DSM1111or the most recent edition. 


Other M,-dicallyDiagnosed Conditions 

Requiring Special Care-Conditions other 


than those noted above which require sp<!cial 
medical care such as chronic illnesses, 
Included are ch!ldren diagnosed as HlV 
positive or with AIDS. . . 

E, 1. Has this child ever be&n adopted? Jf 
this child has ever been legallyadopted. 
enter "yes.•• tf the child has neve.l' been 
legally adopted. enter "no'.'. Enter "Unable to 
Determine" If the cliild has boon abandoned 
or the child's parent(s) are otherwise not · 
available to provide the information. 

2, If yes. how old was the child when the 
adoption was legalized? Enter the number 
which represents the appropriate agerange. 
Ifuncertain, U$e an estimate. If no one is 
available to provide tho infomiation, enter 
"'Unahle to Determine." 
Jil. Removal/Placement Setting lndicators 

A. Remowl Bpi!IOde&-The renwval of the 
child fromhis/her .nonnal place of resid~ 
resulting in his/her placement in a fmler care 
setting. 

Date of first Removal From Home-Month, 
day and yeer .thechild was removed from 
home for the first.time for purpose of. · 
placement in a fo6ter care setting. If the 
current• removal is the firstromoval. enter 
the date of the current removal. 

Total Number of Rliiuovals from Home to 
Date-The number of limes the child was 
removed fromhome.including the current 
removal 

Date Child wa.sDischarged From Last 
Foster Care Episode (If Applicable)-For 
children wit!, prior l'CllTlovals. enter the 
month, day and yearthey weredi~ 
from care for the episode immediately prior 
to the current episodei For cltildren with no 
prior .l'lllllOV8ls, leave, blank: 
· Dl;te of Latest Removal From Home••

Month, day and )'881' tho child was last 
removed from his/her. home for the purpose 
of being plac&din,foster care.This ~"9uld be 
the date for tho current episode or,if the 
child has exited fostercaNI.the date of 
removal for themost' recent removat 

Transaction Date••-A computer · 
generated date which accurately indicates the 
month,dayand year.the response to "Date 
orLatest Removal From Home" wasentered 
into theInformation system. 

B. Placement Settings. 
Date of Pla<:ement in 0.u-rent Foster Care 

Setting-Month, day Bnd yeer the child 
moved into thecwrent foster home, facility, 
re.~idence,shelter, institution, etc. for 
purposes of continued foster care. · 

Number of Previous PIB()ement Settings 
During This Removal Episod&-Enter the 
number of places the child has lived, 
including the current selling, during the 
current removalepisode. Donot include trial 
home visits as Ii placement setting. 
JV, Circumstances of Removal 

A. Manner of Removal From Home for 
Current PlacementEpisode. 

Voluntary Placement Agreement-An 
official voluntary placement ~ment has 
been eKecuted betwe&n the carelaker and the 
agency. The placement remains voluntary 
even if a subsequent court order is issued lo 
continue the child in foster care. 

• for r.hildren who have exited '°""''care. 
•·current"N:fen10 the mostl1lClllllremc>vHIepisode 
and the moot rec&nl pfacemenl setting. 
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Court<>rd«ed-Tbe coon bas lssued'eo 
otdef which ls the bui• of the child~s 

. relllO'IIU. .. 
Not Yot Detennlned-A vohmtary 

plrtoilme.nt~nt bu not beensigned« 
e oourtorder hasnot been Issued.This will 
mo.,tly ~r in·~ short-tenn cases. When 
either a volunlary plecem•t ag,oe?OentIs 
s:lg»edat • court order ISSUl!d,therecord 
5hould be, updated to roflllCtthe manner of 
rnmOYalet trust tim~. 

8. Actions ot Olllditions ~lated With 
Child's Removal (Indicate all that app}y with· 
a"t" ,) · 

Physical Abu-.\11118Cd or substantiated 
physical abuse, Injury or maltNK!tment.of the 
child by a person responsible b l~ child's 
we lf1m1. . 

$,il(ual }tbuse-Alleged or substantiated 

~ual abuse or exploitation of a child 'by. a. 

J>llr90flwho i6responsible lot t!M!child'• 

welfure. 


Nligl~AUtlgl!d or: substantiated 

llllg}igent treatmeut or maltreatment, 

ln~dlng fsi1uni to provide adequete rood, 

clothing, shelter or C81'!1. • 


Alcohol Abuse (PwvnO-Prlncipaj . 
caretaker's compulsive use o! akobol that· i6 
not of a temporary nature. 

. Drug Abuse {P8rent}-Princlp11l carstaker'a 
compulslve,use of drugs that Is oot of a .. · · 

. temporary natute. · ·. 
Alcohol Abuse (Cbild}-Child's 


compulsiveU$8 ofoi need foe alooboL This 

element should include.infant$ addicted at 

birth. . 


DrugAbuse.(Child}-Chihl'• compulsive 

use of or nood.!ocnarooties. Thia element 

should Include infants addictedat birth. 


Child's 'Disability,-Clinlcal diegnosls·by a 
q1111 ·llfied. professional of.one or more of the 

following:Mental 1:9taia.tton; emotional: 

disturbance;. specific learning disability; 

hearing. speech Of sight impairment; pb~I 

d.babi1ity: or othercliDicaUy diagnoHd . 

handicap. Include only. if the disabillty(iea) 

wa, at least one of the faetors which led to 

the child's removal. 


Child's Behavior Problem--Behaviot' in the · 
school end/0t community that adversely 
affects socializati!)O, learning. gJOwth, and 
moral development. These may include 
adjudicat~ or nonadjudicated child behavior 
pcoblero.s. This w~~ i1.1clude-tbechild's 
running away fromhomi, or other placement. 

Dcnlho( Parent(s}-Family stress or 

inability to cam for chUd due to deeth of a 

parent or caretolteT. 


lncan:et3tlon of Parent(i}- TetnJl(lniry or 
permanent placement or II parent or c:arotaker 
in jail that advenrely afrects care for the child. 

Caretaker's Inability to Cope Due to Jllnes3 
or Olher Reasonit--Physical or emotional 
illness or di$ablingcondition adversely 
affocting the caretakei:'s ability to care for the 
child. 

.. Abando,unent-:-Child roftalone o.r with 

otb CN; caretaler d id 001 return .or make 

whereabo uts known. 


Relhiquishment:-·Parent(s), in writing . 

essi8"00 the physical and legal custody of 

the child to the agency, for the purJ>I~of 

having the child adopted. 


lnadeq u11lc Housing- Housing f:acilitie$ 
were subst®oord. overcrowded. unsafe or 

· otb0Twise inadeqU&te resulting in their not 

beingepp.ropriilte,for tht parentsend child 

lo rvslde !Ogfltb~. A'9o includes 

home~ 

V.Qmeol'Plaoement Setting~• . 

A..Identify the type or setting In whkh the 
child currently lives. . . · · 

J>JoAcoplive A bumeln wbich the.. llom
family intends to adopnlie cllUd.The family 
m11y or IXl1I)'not be rocel v!ng a foster care 
paY1Jlelltor an adoption subsidy on behalf of 
the child. 

Poet.erFamily Home(RoJative}-A lleensoo 
o, uillice~ home of the child 's relatives 
regardedby tho State as a foswrcare living 
aming~nt for the child . . . 

Poster Family Home {Non·Relative}- A 
JicenMldfoster fumilyborneregardedby the 
Stetoas a· foster care living mangelllilnL 

Croup Home-Ii licensed or approved . 
home prov.ldlng 24·hour care for children in 
~ smell gwup setting thiitgenetallyhas £rom 
sev8JJ to twelve children . · 

lnstitutfon- A child care r.ci Uty operoted 
by11 publicorpri.vatugency and providing 
24:hour care andlo, trutment for childzmi 
whoniquire.seperatlon from.thelr'own · 

. lwmet and groti.p liv_ing experien<.'B. Th.os.e
facilities mliy Include: Child care 
institutions: «1Sidential treatmeiitfacilities; 
matemtty ·bomes; etc. 

Su~lsed lndeJlflndent-Uvins,-An 
alternative tral1$1tional living ~m~t 

· wbefVth11child is under the supervmon . of 
·the agency. -but.without 24 hour adult · · · 
supervisioa..is receivi.ogfiDIIDC)il.support. 
·from.the.child wclfal'!! a39ncy, and is in :a 
. sct~ng whlch provides. tl)e opportunity (or · 
inC1'811sedresponsibility ·Coc-"1f cere. . . 

Ronaw.iy-The.chifd ~ run.away from 
the foste.rcare setting. · · . 

Trial · Home Viii~ The ,chikf, bes-beentn a· 
foster care plaeament, bur, .undeii Slate 
agnncysupervision, bu,lieeDreturned-to.the · 
prulC;ipal~ker for a llmlteo .-i: · 
specified J)llr:iodof time. . 

B. b current pl~JMnt Ntting out of .State? 
."Yes." indicates that the current 'placem&nt 

s,,11,lng ia located l)Utslde of the slate making 
the report. · . · 

~No" indicates th.atthe child continues 10 
reside within the state making the report. 

Nate: Qnly the sto).fl wltp p~ent and 

care .responsibility for the chiJd:&hould 

Include the child In this reporting system. 

VI. Most ROC1:. • • ri l Ca~ Pian Goal~ 

Indicate the most recent case plan goal b 
the child besed on the latest review of the 
child's ce:ie plan-whether a court review or 
an administrative review. Jfthe child has · 
bee.n In ce.1111- than six month,. en ter tho 
goal in tbe case record as determined by the 
caseworker. 
•' Reunify With Parents or Principal 
C'.al'Ctaker($)-Tbogoal ltto kooptho child in 
foster C8l'll for a limited time to enable the 
agency to wor.k with the family with whom 
thti child h11d boon livlog prior lo entr,:dng 
foster co.re In order to ~tablil,h ' a stable 
family environm ent, 

LiveWith Other Reletiv-T ho g011l j& to 
have the d1ild live perma11endy with a 
relative or nilatlvet1 other than the one:1 from 
whoiil the child was removed. This oould 

. include guaroi<u:iship by.II relat ive(~). 

Adoptlon-Thegpal ls to facilitatethe 

chl!d'• adoption by relatives, foster parents 

or other un"lated Individuals. 


Long Term Foster ~use of 

specific fa<.1.on or conditions. It ia not 

appropri-e or po$81bktto rel um the child 

hame ~ ptaco her <Rhim l'oradupU _ou, and . 

th.a goal It to maintain the child in e long 

tenn foster cere pl&cffll1101. 


Emenclpetion-Bocause of'1pllclfic facton 

or condition&,it Is not appropriate or 

J>O$S
lble to return tho child home. have a 
child live permanently with a relative or 
have the child be adopted: therefore, the goal · 
16to maintain the child ln·eifostercare 
setting until the child reaches the age of' 
majority. 

Guardianship- The goal Is to facilitate th:e 
chiJd!• placem.nt wi¢ an agency or 

unrelated caretaker, with whom be or she 

was .not Uvlogprior to entering fostec:cere, 

and whom II COW1.ol competent jurisdkt ion 

has designated as legalguardian. 


Casel!lan Goe! Not YetE~t&blished- No 

·ca11eplan go,aJhas J$t be.)n est1bllahed other 

then t~ care·and protoctlon of the chi!~. 

vn • .P.rlncipalCueraker(sJ
Information 

A. Caretaltel'FamUy Slr\lthlre-Select from · 
the four altemat1Ve9--m3rrledcouple • . 
urunarrredcouple, single female.single 
male-the category whlch best describes the 
type ohdult ceretwr{s) from whom tho 
child· was. removed foc the curreo t foster care 
op.bode.Enter "Una ble to Detennine" if the 
child hes been.abandoned or the child'!J 
canrtoltcnare otherwise unknown. 

B, Year of Birth-Enter the~ of birth for 

up lo t~ aretake
rs.Ifthe1$ponse to data 

. elemenlVll A-Caretak \!I' Family StruetW11, 
-• l ~ 2, enter dlita for twocaretahlrs ,-lf 
Iha n16ponse was 3 or 4, .enter da!Qonly·for 

· the firstcaretaker; lhhe exact )'(l8l' ofbirth · 
.. unkno)W), ~tei: an estimatod )'!let of, birth. 
VIJJ. Parental Rights Termination 

Enter the month, day end '}ffl that the 

court tonnioated the parental rights. If the · 

parents are known to be deceasoo, entor the 

date of death. · 

lX. l'emily Foster Home--l'arent(s) Deta 


Provide Information on.ly if data el.ement in 

Section V., Part A. CURRENT Pw\CEMBNT 

SETTING is 1, 2, or 3 . 


A. Poster Fami ly Struclure-Seloct from 

the four altemative-arried couple, 

unmm ied couple , si-nglefemale , $Ingle 

male-the category which best de.,cribesthe 

nature of tho foste:r pa:re:nu with whom the 

child Is li,ilng in the curren1 f03tot csre 

episode, 


B. Year of Birth-Enter the yt.ar of blrth for 
up to two foster parents. If the resJl(lnse Lo 
data element IX. A..- l'O$lcr Family StrucluJ>O, 
was 1 or 2, enter data for two caretakers. lf 
the l.'C$J)O!lse was 3 or:4, enter data only for 
the fi r,,t caretaker . If the exact yeor of birth 
i,; unknown , enter en 85tim ated year ofbinb. 

C. Rece--Soo instructions and definition s 

under data elronent !I.C Indicate trui race/ 

origi n for e4ich of the foster paront(s). 


D. Hispan ie Origin-See inst ru c tions and 
delinitions under dota-elemt.>nt 11.D. Indicate 
the iac:elorigin for eadt-ofthe foster parent{s}. 

http:placem.nt
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X. Outcome lnfonnation 

Enttlr data only for chiidrenwho have 
ex.ited foster care during the reporting period. 

A.Date of Discharge From Fostet eare••
Eo.ter the month. day and year the child was 
dischaiged from foster care. lf the child has 
not been diSCM1lltld fromcare. leave blank. 

Transaction Date••-A compute1 
generated datewhich accuratelyind icates the 
month, day and year the response to "Date 
of Discharge fromFoster eare·• was en tered 
into the infonlll!tion system. 
· B. Reason for Dischaige• • : 

Reunification With Paronts or Primary 
Carerakers-The child WI.IS returned to bis or 
her principal caretake?(s)' home. 

LivingWith OtherRelatives-The child 
went to live with a relative other than the one 
from whose home-heor ahe was removed. 

A~ion-The chUd was legally adopted. 
Emandpati9n - T~ .child reached majority 

according to State law by virtue of ag!l, 
· marri ago,etc. . 

Guardian.shlp-Permaoont custody of the 
child was awarded to an lndividua1. 

'.frilJ!sferto Another Ageocy

Responsibility for the care of the child was 

awarded to another &geOC):......C,ith.er
in or 

outs ide o[ the State; 


Runaway-The child l'l!n· away from the 

fostet care placement. · • 


Deathof Child-The child died while in 

foster care. 

Xl. Source{s) of Federal Support/ Assistanoe 

fur Child (Indicate all That Apply Wlth a 

" l ''.) 


Title rv.a.E{FosterCare)-Tl tle IV- E foster 
care m4lntenance peym«nts ere being paid on 
behalf of the child. · 
· Title-lV--8(Adoption Subsidy)-Title IV-B 
adoption subsidy ls being paid on behalf of . 
the child who lri In an adoptive home.but the 
adoption has not been legiillred. 

Title IV-A (A.id-to Families With 

Dependent Chi_ldren}-Cbild,.is living with 

relative(s) whoseeource of tupport I, an . 

AFDC payment for the child. 


Ti th, IV-D {Child Support}-Oiild support 

fonds 811!being paid lo I~ Stats agencyon 

behalfof the child by asslgronent from the . 

receivingparent. . . 


Title XlX (Medicaid}-Cbil d is eljgible for 
and may be reqiivlng assistanc e under title 
XlX. 

SSI or Otlier Social Secuti ty Act Be-nefits-
Child is receiving support under title XV1or 
other SocialSecurity Act titles not incl uded 
in this sect ion. 

None of the Abov-ch ild i, receiving 
5Upport ooly fromthe State or from some 
other SQUrC8 (Federal or no.a-Federal} which 
ig not indicated above. 

Append;.. B .. Part 1355-Adoption 0.ta 

Elements 


Section I-Adoption Doto Element s 
t General !nfonnation 

A. State- -- --- - -- - - 
8. Report Date_ (mo.} __ (day) 

__jyr. ) 
C Record Number ---- -- 
O Didthe State Agency Heve any 

· lnV<JIV11 _ _ _ment In This Adoption1 

Yes: 1 

No: 2 

ll. Child's Demographic lnformatlon 

A. Date ofBlrtb __Jm o) _{day) 
_ (yr.} . 


B.&x_ 

Male: 1 

Female:2 

C Race/Origin

1.Race __ _ 

White : l 

Black: 2 

American Indian/Alaskan Native: 3 

Asiaii/Pacific Islander: 4 • 

Unable to Detennine: S . 

2. Hispan_ic OJ:igin _ _ _ 

Yes:1 

No:2 . 
Unable to.detennlne: 3 

m.Spetial _Needs Status . 
A. Has the State child welfare 88J!.IICY 

determined that this child bas special 
ri:eedsr__ ._ 

Yes: 1 . 
No: 2 
B. If yes.indict1te theprimary basls !of 

determiningtha t this child has special 
needs _ _ _ 

Raci:il/Original 831'~und: l 
Age:2 . 
Membership in ii Sibling Group to be 

Placed for Adoption Tog&1her:3 
MediC3l Coodftlons« Mental, Physical or 

Emotional Disabilities : 4 
Other: S . .. 
t. lflll. B was "4," indicate with a "1" trul 

type{$) ofdwbility(ie s) . 

Mental Retardation___,__ 

Visu.ally~ -~oglmpai.red __ _ 


. Ph~ical ly Disabled __ 
EmotlonaUy Disturbed (DSM ID) _ _ ._._ 
OtherMedically Di~ Qmd ition 

Requiring SpecialCan, -
.IV. Birth hreot:s 

A.YeorofBirth __ _ 

Mothi,r, lfknown __ ·_._ 

Father (P-1$ltive or Legal). Ii know.n 


D.Wasthe mother man-led at the tlm&of 
· the child' s birth? _ _ _ 

Ye$: 1 ' 

No: 2 
Unable to Detennine: 3 

Y.Court M:tions 
A. Dates of Tenn.ination of Parental Rights 
Moth er _(mo.}_ ._ (day)__{yr.) · 
Father _(IOO,) _(doyJ _(yr .) 
B. Date Adop tion Legalized _(moJ 

_ (dey} _ (yr.) 
Vl. Adopti ve Parents . 

A. Family Stru cture _ _ _ 

MarriedCoup le: 1 

Unmamed Couple: 2 

SingJePerna!&; 3 

Slnglo Male: 4 

B, Year of Birth 

Mother {if Applicable) _ _ _ 

Father (if Applicable) _ _ _ 

C.Race/Origin 
1. Adoptive Mother's Race (II Applicable) 
Whlte ;-t 
Blac.k: 2 
America n lndlan!Alaslcan Native: 3 
Asial)!Pacific I.slander: 4 
Unable to Determlru,: 5 
2. Hispanic Origin of Mother (If 

Applicable)_ _ _ 
Yes:1 

No:2 


Unableto Determine: 3 
3 . .Adoptive F'atber'a Race (If Applicable) 
White: 1 . . 
Black: 2 
American Indianl.Alas'k.an Native : 3 
Asian/Pacific Islander: 4 
Upable to Determine: 5 
4. Hispanic Origin of Father (If Applicable) 

y ~ 

Nci:2 

Unable to Detennine: 3 

D. Relationship of Adoptive Parent(s) to 

the Child {Indicate with a "t" all that 
apply) · 

Stepparent 
Other Relative of Child by Birth or 

. Maqi age __ _ • 

Foster Parent of Child __ ._ 

Non-Relative __ _ 


VII.Placement lnfomiation 
A. Otild Wu Pla<:ed Fr:om -- 

Withl n State: l 

Another S~ ; 2. 

Another 0:iuntry: 3 

B. Otlld Was Placed by _ _ _ 

Publi c Agency : l · 

Privale As!forK;y:
2 

Tribal Ag11ncy: 3 

Independent Person: 4 

Birth Parent: 5 


VllL Fe<!eralJState Financial Adoption 
Support 

A. Is a monthly flnan<::lelsubsidy beix>s 
paid for this child? __ _ 


Ye»:1 

No:'2 


· B.tf )103; themonthly amount __ _ 

C If Vlll. A is ye$, is the sub$idy pai_d · 


under Title fV-E adoption assistance? 


y~ 
No:2 

Sect.ion 11-Definilio11$ of lnstrucuons for 
Adopt.ion Data Elements 

Reporong population 
tbe State must-report on all children who 

are adopted in the. State dudng the reporting 
period and in wh09tl adopt ion the St.818 title 

.JV-B/lV - B agt?ncy hashad any involvement 
All adoptioM which occuned on or after 
October l, 1994 and which meet the criteria 
set l'orthin thisregulation must be reponed. 
Failure to report on these adoptions will 
resul t in penalties being &.$$0s&ed.Reports on 
all other adoptions are encouraged but are 
voluntary. Tnerefore. reports on the 
followin g are mandated: 

{a~ All children adopted who hed been in 
foster care under the responsibility and care 
of the State ch.lidwelfare •.ncyandwho 
were sulM!equently adopted whether special 
needs or not and whether subsidie-s are 
provided or not; 

(b)All special. needs children who were 

adopted in the Stole, whether or not they 

were Jn the public roster
care system prior to 
their adoption and for whom non· recurr lng 
expenses were reimbursed; and 

{c)Allchildren adopted fot whom.an 
adoption assistance payment or service is 
being provided besed on anangeme ots made 
by or th.n:>ughthe State agency. 

These children must be identified by 

answering "yes" lo data element l.D. 


http:Indianl.Alas'k.an
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Children who arereported by the State, but 
for whom there has not been any Slate 
involVfflIM!nt, and whose reporting, therefore, 
has not be$n mandated , are identipe d by 
answering "no" to element LD. · 

I. GeneralInformation 

A. State-U.S. Postal ~ice two letter 
abbrevi ation for theState submitting the 
roport. 

B. Report Date-The last monlh and the 
year for the reporting period . 

C. Record Numbet-The sequential 
number whic h the Sblte US(!& to transmit data 
to the ~partment of Health and Human 
Services (OHHSJ.The record number cannot 
J,elinked to the child except at the St&ltlor 
local level. 

D. Did theStale AgencyHave Any 
Involvement in This Adoption? . 

Indicate whetl!er the State Title 1\f-B/IV
E agency b.adany involvement in rhis · 
adoption, that is, whether the adopted child 
belongs lo one of the followingcategories: 

• A child who h.d. been ln Toster care 
under the respoosibility and c:areol the State 
child welfare agency a.nd wlio was . 
subsequently adopted whet.her special needs 
or not and whether a ~bsidy was provided · 
ornot; 

• A spectal noedschild who was adopted 
in thp Sta.tit,whether or not he/she was.in the 
public fostercare system pr ior to his/her 
adoptloo and for whomnon-recurring 
expenseswereNri.mbu.ried;or 

• A child for whom an adoption assistance 
peyment or setVice is being provided beffli : 
on an'angements made by or through the · 
State agency.. 
JI.Child's Demographic lnfonnati on 

A. Date of Birth-Month and year of the 
child' s birth. If the child wu abandoned or 
the da te of birth J1oth.erwillllunknown , enter 
an app,oximat.e date of birth .. 

B. Sex-tndicate as appropriate. 
C. Race/Origin. · · 
1. Rac-'n genei:sl.a person's roceis 

detennined by how others deftne !hem or by 
how they define the'1Jselves.·In tho case of 
young chil dren; parents de termine tl:e race of 
the child. 

White-A pe:rnonof European, North 
African, e.r MiddleEast.emorigin. 

Black-A person whose ancestry is any of 
the blac k racial groupsof Africa. 

· Americ,m Indian/Alaskan Naliv&--A 
person wbOlleance.•try is North American, 
and who maintains tribal affiliation or is so 
rocogniz:ed in the community .. 

Asian/Paci fic lslandet-A person whose 
origln Is the Far East, Southeas t Asia, the 
lndion sub-continent. ot the Pacific !sland8. 
Th is includes for example, China , India, 
Jap.an, .Kore11. Islands. Samoath e Philippine 
11ndVietnam. 

Unable to Derormi- Th11specific roce 
category io "Unable to Determine" because 
the child is very youngor is severely . 
diSllbled and no other persoo is availabl e to 
identify the child 's race. 

2. Hispanic Origin-Answer "yes" if rhe 
child is a Mexican.Puetto RlCllo. Cuban, 
Cent.1'111or South American person. or perso n 
of other Spanish cultural orig.in regardless of 
race . Whether or not • personis Hispan ic is 
determined by how others define them or by 

' . 
bow they define themsel~s. ln the case of 
young children. parents determine the race of 
the child . ··unable lo Determine" is used 
boc4use the chil d is very young citis.severely 
disabled and no other person is available to 
det enn ine whether or not the child is 
Hispanic . 
m.Special NeedsStatus 

A·. Hasthe State AgencyDetem1ined That 
the Oiild has Special Needs? 

Use the State definitionof spec ial needs as 
it pertains to a child eligible !or an adoption 

subs idy und er title IV- E. 


B. Primary Factor or Condition for Special 

Needs-lndicat , only the primary fuctor Ot' 

cond ition for ~tegori.t.lltion as special needs 

and o~ly as _it_isdefined by the Stato. 


Ra~i~JJOri.ginalBackgrou~d--Pri~ ,, 
co,nd1tion or la.ctOffor special needs lUllcta lf_ 
ong.lnalba~kground as defined ~y the S~ie. 

Age-Primary factor or condltwo for 
spe cial needs is age of the child as defined 
by the State. 	 · 

Member5hipln a SiblingC'.rouplo be 
Placed for Adoption Together-Pr;imary 
factor or condition for s~al needs _is 
membership in• sibling groupas defined by 
the Staie. 

Medical Conditions of Mental, Phy$ical , or 

Emotional Disabilitl-PrimaJy _fa<;toror 

cond ition f.orspecial needs is !be child's 

fll()dical condition as defined by the St.ate, 
but'clinically diagnQsedby a qualified 
professio nal. . 

When this is the response to question B, 
then item 1 belowmust be ans wered. · 

1. TYJ>ellof Disabilit ies-Data are onl y to 
.bontered if ~n$e to UI.Bwn ..4:· 
!ndicatewith a "l" the types of disabilities. 

Mental Re!ardation-Sign.lficantly 
subaverage general cognitive.and motor 
fuD<:tioning exi~tiog concurren tly with 
deficits in ndaplive behavK>Cmanlfeited 
during the developmentalp11riodthat 
adversely affecta child'slyooth'3 · 
$ocialiiation an'd learning. 

· Visually or Hearing Impaired-Having a 
visual impairment that may significantly 
affect edu cation .al performa nce or 
development or a hearing impai~.t , 
whe th.er permanent or fh.lCluating, that 
adv ersely affects educational per fo-nnance. 

Physically Disabled~A physical cond ition 
th.at adversely affect$ the child's day -to-day 
m.otodun ction ing, su.ch as cerebre.l palsy, 
s;>inabifida , mult iple sdel'O$is;orthopedic 
impainn en ls, and other physicaldisabiliti!l$. 

EmOtional!y Disturbed(DSM111)-A · 
con di tion flxhibltiog one or more oft!N, 
following chara cteristics over a long per iod 
of time a nd to a marked degroo: An Ina bility 
10 build or maintain satisfactory 
interpers onal i:vlationsh'ips; lnappropri ate 
lyp~sof behav ior or feelings und er norma l 
circ umstances ; a general pervasive mood of 
uuh ap pin ess or depression: or a tende ncy to 
develop physical symptom s OJ' fears 
associated with personal problem s. The tenn 
includes persons who are schizo phre nic or 
autistic. The tcnn does not inclu de pe t$0ns 
wh o are socially maladjust ed. unless it ls 
determined that they are also ser iously 
emotiona lly distu rb4ld. Diagnosis is based on 
the Diagnostic and Statislicol Manuol of 
Mental D(sarden (Third Edition} (DSM IH) or 
!ho most recent editio n. 

Other Medically Diagnosed Conditions 

Requiring Special Care-Condillons other 

than those noced above wh ich require s~iol 

medical care such as chronic illn eS!lU 

tncli.tdedare children diagnosed as i-UV 

_positi ve or with-AIDS. 
IV. Birth P11rent.s 

!I . Yearof'Birth-Enta the yearorbirth ror 
bolh pani nls. If known. If the child was 
abandOlledand no fufomiarlon was available 
on either on~ or both parenls, lcaVllblank for 
1he parent(s) for which no infiilll)allon was 
available. . . 

B. Was the Mother Married at lh.eTinie of . 
the Child's Birth? 

Indicate whether the mother was married 
at t1n1e of the chil d'• birth; include common 

. law marriage ifl egal in the.State. Jfthe child 
wM abandonedand llO iilfo~tio n was 
available on th.emother . enter ..Unable IQ 
Determine " 

Co . • 
V. urt Actions 
. /\ . Da!e-st>f'Termination of Pllrental 


Rigb1s-Enter the monlh, day ~d year that 

lhe court tenni.nated parental rights. If rhe 

paren ts are known to bedeceased, enler ·the 

date of death. 


· 	 B. Date Adoption Legalize~Bnter the duse 
the cou rt imied thefinal adoption decree. · 
vr.'Adop tive Parents · 

· A : Family Structure-=select from !pe fo1.1.r 
altomati ves-11111rriedcouple, unmarried 
couple , single kmale, sing)einal-rhe 
category whicb best <!escribesth e nat ure or . 
the adoptive parent(a) family structure. · 

B. Year.ofBirth-Enter the year of birth for 
up to two adoptive parents. Ifthe.res pon se 
.to data elemeo..tlV.A-Fa 1J1ily Structui:e, was 
1 or z;enterdalafor two l)lllents , Jfthe ·.· 
nisponse wa~ 3 ()( 4, enta cuta .only for 1he 
appropriate parent. Jflhe exacf year of birth 
is 1.1nlcnown. enter an estimated year of biJ1h. 

C. Race/Origi .n:-See instructions and 
definitions un de r data element 11.C. Indicat e 
the race/origin for each of\he adoptive 
parent{s) . · · . · 

O. Relationsh ip to Adoptive Parenf{s)
Indicate the prior relatiomhip(s) the ch ild 

ha d with the 11dop1iveparonl{sJ. . 


Stepparent-$pouse of the ch ild' s birt h 
mother or birth father. . 

Olher Relative of Child by llirth o.
Marriage---111'1!lativethrough the birth 

· paren ts by blood or marriage . 
f'oster Parent of Child-Child was placed 


in a non -relative roster f.tmlly home with & 


fam ily whk.h Tateradop ted him or her. The 

initial ploamient could have ~n for tfie 

pu~po.w of ad op tion or for the pur.pose of 

foster care. 


No ll-Rela tive- Adop tive parenl fits into 

none.of the catt!&<)r
ies above. 


Vll , Placement Information 

A. Child Wijs Placed fro m: lndi£.ate the 

locat ion of the h1dividual or agency ttiat had 
custody or responsibili ty for the c hilq a1the 
time of init iation of adopt ion proceed ing,. 

Within State- Responsib ility for the child 
resided wilh an Individua l or agency within 
the·State /iling the repo rt . 

1,noiher Slale- Respons ibili!y for lhe ch ild 
resided with an ind i:vidual or agency !n · 
ano ther Slate or lerr ilory of lhe IJniled Stale.~. 
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Another Country-Immediately prior to the transfer, (2) mainframe-to-mainframe data In conjun~ion with Departmenial s~ff. 

adoptive placement. the child was residing in transfer, {3) personal-computer (PC) to 
 State agencies and Indian Tribes should 
another oountry.andwasnot a citizen of the mainframe data transmissionusing a data review their resowces and selec:t the system .
United Shltes. · transfer protocol, and {4)a personal · that wlll best suit their data transmission 

9. Olild WesPlaced By:Indicate the computer to personal computer protocol. A needs. Over lime, State agencies and Indian
individual or agt?ncywhich placed the child. generaldescriptionoflhese methods is Tribescan cliange their transmission . · for adoption. 	 · provided below: . . methods, provided that proper notillcat.ion is 

Public Agency-A unit of State or local J. MJTRON.Tape,t~Trnv,Data.Tnmsmiuio11 provided. . .government. 	 -..-
RegardlNSof the electronic dataPrivate l\gency-'A for.profit or non-profit In orderto use the MITRONsystem,both 

transmission methodologyselected.certainagency or institution. · . the seod~r andreceiver.musthave MITRON 
criteria must be met by the Stateagencies andTribal Agency-A unit within one of the · equipment (tape drive and niai.n·unit}and · 
Indian Tribel.: . ·federallyrecognized Jndian Tribes or Indian ooftware. T~ MITRON')'$tem Is ca~fo of 

Tn1JalOrganizations. · handling a largevolume of data but Is limited · (1)Records must bewritten U$ingASCII· 
Independent Panon-A doctor. a lawyer or to one reel ortape pertransmission session. sta11dardch.iracterfomiat . . . 

some other individuals · . (If the data quantity exa,eds one tape. a (2) All elements mtat be comprised or . 
Birth Parent-The perent(s) placed the header/trailer recordmust be plllCedon each integer (numeric) value{s). Element ch~ter 

child diteet.lJ with th~ Adoptive p;uentfs). physical tape roel,) These are standard2400 length speclllcatioDSrefer to the maxi.mum 
fool tapes, using standard labels..Thetape oumber of numeric values permitted fo:rthat 

VIII.Slate/Federal Adoption Support density is limited to the 16QO'bitsper inch element. Seeappendix D. · . 
A. IsThe Child Receivinga Monthly (bpilspecificat~ (3) All records must be a fixed length. The 

Subsidy? · . FosterCareDetailed DataElementsRecordis
Enter "yes" if this child was adopted with 2· Mainfr.:ame-to-Majnfron,e 139 dutrac~n loog and th&Adoption 

an adoption assistance, agreement under The ACF has installed a main&ame-to- Detailed Data Elements Record is 71 
which: (1) regular subsidies (Federal or State) main.frame dataexclianga system using the charactors. P~tm' Care Summarylong. Th& 
are paid: (2t lhe child is eligible for services · Sterling Software datatransfer pacbge called DataElements RecordandtheAdoption·under titles XIXor XX;ot {3)Federal or State ..SUPERTRACS/'This package will allow. · Summary Data E.lementsRecord are each 172··funds are made availeble for other types of · , data exchange between~ computer · c~long, ·. ·. .
assistanceor ser.vlces(including the non· . platforll1$(both mini and mainframe)and the 

(4) All States snd l.ndlan Tribes must •recuiring CO>is.ofadoption).. •. . . Department'~rnainframe in a dial,up mode. 
inform the Department, in writing, of thoB. ~onthly Amount;.,....lndicate No additlooe.lsoftwas.9is needed by th&the monthly. 
method of transfer they intend to use.amount of the subsidy. The amount of the , temote computer slte ~ what th&. 


subsidy should be munded to the nearest· De.PJ!ttmentwill supply. This.method has Appendill.Dte Part 1~oster Care ucl 

dollar. Indicate "O" if the ;ubsidy includes· proven effectiV11foc5mall to moderate Adoplioll RecordLayouts

ooly benefitsunder titles XIXor XXof tho amounts {100to 5,000 records) of data. 


A. FosterCareSoc.ialSecurity Act. . . 3. Ei~k File Transfer Benvee.nPCand 
C. lfVIII.A Is "Yes,Miselllld Receiving Mainfrome 	 t. Fost~CareSeml·AnnualDetailed Data 

Title IV~ AdoptionSubsidy? 	 ' This method usestbe SIMPCsoftware ElmnentsRecord 

If VIII.A Is ')>es.w indicate whether the · a.The reconl willconsist of 65 data 


subsidy is claimed by the State for package on the personal computer and thll elements. . . . 

reimbursement'undertltle-lV-E. Do not host main&ame..'Ibe softwarewill be . 

include title IV-H noo-recuning costs in this provided by th&Department. This method is b.·Datemust be ,upplied for each of the 

item. best suited for smiltllo modffllte (too to · elements in aocordancewith these. . 


5,000}recordstransmi~ons. The advantages· instr.uctions: · 
· ApptDdh Data {l} All data must be numer'sc. Enter theC Ill>Part 1355-Elec:tronic of Electronic File Transfer are the elimination 


TnmsmissioD.Format .. of tapes andassociatedproblems.and the appropriatevalue for each elemont. 

A.IIAFCARS data to _.besenl fromState advantage of automatic re.rord c:heclcing (2) Enter.date values In year,month and· ' 


~ian Thoes to thePepartmenl are ffa Stirteis ·. day ozde1(YYM~DO) ••. g.; 890122 roc ·
du.ring lhe .transmissionsession. ·· 
to be in electronic form. In order to meet this . currently maintaining lhe AFC.ARSdataon a JanuazyUi 1!18~,or ynai: and month{YYMMl 
general specification, the Department will . personal oomputer and is um,ble to . ozder,e.g.. 8901 for January1989: I£dates are 

«- cb n_ 'b'I' · 'bl download andllp.load to lb mainframe. not applicable, leave the element value 
o.....- as mu uvx1 I 1tyas posst e. Electronic File Transfer is an approprial$ blank. 

Technical assistance will be provided t(> transmiss ..ion mechanism: 

negotiatea method of transmission best (3) Far elements 11-15. 2MO. and 59-oS, 

suited to the States' environment. 4. Pe.rscnalComputertoPet$0nalComputer· which are "select all that apply" elements, 


There will be four semi-annual electronic This method uses theSIMPC software enter a" 1" for each element that applies, 

. 	data transmicsions from the States to the package on the sending pe:r,ooal computer. en.ter a zero fot' non-applicable elements. · 

Adminutration forChildren and Families and the receiving personal COOlputer.The (4) 1'ilinsaction Date-is a computer 
(ACF). The Summary Submission Fiie, one software will be provided by the Department, generated date indicating when the datum 
each for Foster Care and Adoption. and the This method ls best suited fur small to (Elements 21 or 55) is entered into the State's 

Detail Submissloll File, one each for Foster mode,ate (100 to 5,000) records automated infomietion system. 

Care and Adoption. The Summ!IJYFile must transmissions. The advantagesof Electronic (5) Report the status of all children in 

be transmitted first. followed rm.mediately by File Trans!eJ, are ~ elimination of tapes and . foster care as of the last day of the reporting 

the DetailFile.See appendixDfot Foster associated problemsandthe advantageor period.Also. providedatafor all children 

Care and Adoption Detail and Summary· automatic recon1checking during the who were dischaiged from foster care at any 

record layout formats. transmission session. Ha Sblie is currently time during the reporting period. or in the 


Then, are four methods for electronic data maintaining the AFCAR.Sdata on a personal previous reporting period, If not previously 

exchange currently operating for other computer, the personal computer to personal reported. 

Departm(lntal pl'Ogl'lllll8of a similar nature, computer transfer is an approp.riahl c. Foster Care Semi·Annual DetailedData 

These methods ara: (1) MITRON tape:.to·tape transmission mechanism. Elements Record Layout follows: 


ElementNo. Appendix A data 
element 

01 .._........... 1.A. ..-···-·····-···· staie--- ··..-· ...........-................................._.···..............·................................................. 
02 .............- I.a ........................ Reportperiodending dale ..................... ::......................................................... - ........................ . 

2 
4 

http:diteet.lJ


10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 
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Element No. 

03 ·····- ··· ··... 
04 -· ······· ..··• 
05 ··············· 
06 .............. . 

07 ............... 
08 ............... 
09 ......·- ·-·· 

............... 


11 ... ........ .... 


12 ··············· 
t 3 ··-· ··........ 


. 14 ·-- .....___ 
l5 ............... 
t5 ............... 
11· ... ............ 

18 ..... ...... .... 


f9 ··- ··..·- ··-
............... 

21 ...·- -·· · ··· 
22 ---·····- ··
23 .......·....... 

24 ......... .. . . 

25 ............... 


2:6 •••··•·••·•·••• 
Zl ··- ·- ········ 
28 ··• ··········•
29 _............. 

_. ............ 
St - ..-···-· · 
32 ........._.... 
33 ............... 
34 ........... · .. 
35 ·········- ···· 
36 ............... 

:rT ............... 

38 .. .......... ... 
39 ....- ... . 

............... 
41 :.............. 

42 ·····- ···
43 ....-........
44 ·······-· ·-·· 
45 ··-·-· ···
46 ......,_...... 
.47 ..... ... ...... . 

48 ................ 

49 ............... 


. ............... 

~1 ...... .... .. .
52 ............... 

53 ............... 

54 ·············
55 ............... 
56 ······-·-· · 
57 ............... 

58 - ·····--···... 

59 ............... 

·····-·- 

. 61 ............ ... 

62 .. ........ ... 

63 .....- ·..... 
64 '" "''"" '"" 
65 ...........__ 


No. otAppendix A data naiaelement descrip!ion rwmeficelement characlers 

I.C.... ....._.............. 
 l ocal Agerr:.y FIPS code (county or equivalenl Jurtsdiction}.....................................- .....:.......... 5 

10 ......................... 
 Rl!COf'dnumber .................................. ...: ···- ...... ........................................................................ 6 


Date otmost recent peliodic rE!l/lew(if awtica ble) ................................ ....._- ...................'......... 6
I.E..• ..; ·- -·- ······..•• 
II.A. ....................... 
 Oateof birth ··-··-"-- --- ---····- ·.... ...................................................................................... 6 

tt.B.. ...........".,........ 
 Sex ..............,............·.........................·........................................................................- ............... 

11.C.1. ......._........... 
 Race .......................· ............_.... .............................- ......... ........- .....................·--·-· ..·--- - ·· 


Hispanic origi_n ••·.- ..·-·· --··--- --····-· ..••..: .................................·.- .......- - ......................·.....
11.c.2.--· -· ·------· 
ll.O ....................... 
 Ha$ this child been clinically diagnosed as having a dlsability(tes} ..........,................................. 


lnd li;ata eac:lt typo ot disability of the child with • ··r for elements 11-15 Md a urc 
lor !JisablRties that do not apply. · 

11.0.1.a :................ 
 Mental reta~tlon ....- .....................,..................................... ·................................................. ..... 

!1.D.1.b. ......., ......... 

ll.0.1.c.' ................. 

IL0.1.d. ................. 
=~=111).....:-.........:................................,.:
..... ..................................
.......
 1

Othermedically diagrlQS&dcor.ditjon requiring special care. ..................,- •.- ................_ .......... 
 \ 
1!.E.1. ......·-· ··- ··--· 
It 0.1.e ···-········ ····· 

H.i.sthis child ever been adopted ;...... ............ ...................... ........« ... ... ........ . ... : ...... ..... ....... .. , . ... . 
 1 
If yes. how old.was !he child when the adoption was legalized? ............................:.................: 
 tll.f2 ·····-· ............ 

Dale ot first removal from heme ···-- ·····-· - ·········....- ...................................................- ........ 
 · 6 

tll.A.2.... ................ 
llt.A.1. ······-····-·"' 

Total numberof removalsfrom home to date ..................................................:.......................... 
 2 
lil.A.3. .:.... ............. 
 Dal&child wasdsctiarged from las t foster cat t\.epioode !ifapplicable) ..............................._ 
 6 
!!l.A..4. - .. ..- ... Date ot latest removal fromhome ..................................................- ................................:............ 
 s 
111.A.5 ................... 
 flamoval transact ion date .........................;....................................,..........'................................... 
 6 

Oafe of placement in Cllrfent foster care setting .........,.................., ..................:.........- ....~.,.•.; .
Ul.B.t. ................ ... 
 6 
Number of pr&-.riousplacement settings during this rem0\181episode ..............................- ........ 
 2IU.B.2. -··-·- - ..•• 

IV.A.. ..... ........... ..... 
 Manner QI removalfrom heme forcun-:entplacement &pisode ..;............................................., •.• 
 1 
Actions or condlUona associated with dllld'a removal: tndlcat& with a ..1.. for ele

JT*its 26-40 and a iero tor conditions tbat do not appfj . 
PhysicalabuSe(alleged/reported) ..................- ...............,.:..... ...................._...;..............,.,...;.....
IV.B.l .... ........... ..... 


r,J.B.2..... ............... 
 Sexual ab\Jse (alleged/reported) ......._................·-·· ··-· · ....- ..... ..............- ......._ .. ;•.. · 

Noglecl (all09edl 1epor:ted) _____ ....... ... - ........ .... ... ..- .... ... .... . ...... ...... ...... .... ....... .... .. .... ........ .. ;.....
IV 9.3 . ·- --- -·· -·" 

N .B.4 .... . .... ....... .... 
 Alcohol atiuse (perent} .,............................._....................... ...... ........".... ......... ....... ............... · .••• 
 1 
1!VS.5 ................... 
 Drug abuse (pareotJ - ··- ···-- ·· ...._ ................·--·· ·-- ·. · .····--· -·· ··--·--- ·--·..··-··· ....· .... 


IV.B.6 ................... 
 1 
IV.8.7..••_ ............. 
 -~ ::: :::::: :::::. :::::::: :: ::::.:~~~~ .::::::::::::: ..:::::·:::: ::::: :. :::::. :·'.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 1 
!V B.8 --··---··- ..- · g:: :ia~prol)lem::":::::::::::: ~::· :::::::~:0:::::::::::::= ::::::::::: 1~:: ·= :::...· ::: :::: .::::: :::::::: ::::lV.B.9••••• ·............ . 
 l 

!V.8.10. .............:... 
 Oeitth of parent(s) ...................................................................: .·... .............................................. 
 1 
lV.B.11... ............... 
 lncarceralion of pe.rent(s) -- · ....- .......: ...- ................- .....................................·..........- · .... 
 1 

tV.8.12. ................. 
 Caretaker'&inability to -copedue tl1 ilrA6$Sor other reasoos .........................- .....·................. ..... 
 l 

!V.8. 13... ............... 
 Abandooment ................. .................. ....... ...................................- ............ ..... ·...-···-··--- .......· 


Retlnq!Jishmem... ............ . ..........·-·· ··-----. ............... ......... ........... .............................'......... 
 1IV.B.14 .•..: ·-······ ' 
IV.B.15.. ................ 
 ~~~~etting··:::::::::: ::::::::::::::~:::::::·::::::'~.::·::::::::.::::~= 

,
::··: ·:~~.::::: :::·::· :: ::::= 1 

Out of State placement ................................. ...y············.....................................................- •.•.••. 
V.A.. ........ ............. 


tv.e. ··-····--··- ---··· 
1VI. ......................... 
 Most recent caseplan gc)QI ................ ........... ......-. _ ..., ....... ........... ..... .. ..... ..... ....... ......, ... ...,.,...... 


Caretaker family 3lructure - ............................................- ......- ............... · ..... · ......._ ·.:....... 
 1 

VU..B.l ... ...........- .. 

VII.A. ..................... 


Year of birth {1st priocipal caretaker) ........:...:......................:...:................................................... 
 2 
Year of birth (2nd principal qaretaker-if awti cable) ..........:............... ................................:...a•••
Vll.0.2... ................ 
 2 

VIII.A. .................... 
 6Oat& of mother's paremai·rights termination (if apPlieable}.........·-···-- ..- ...- ....................
Date of legal "' putative rathel'.s parentat rights ten'ninaticm (ii.applicable) ...............................
VIU.B. .......... ......... 
 6 


IX•.A....·...........· ..•.. 
 I
~'::~'~: (~~r-' caretaker)..·- ......_.....................,.- ........................,._........................... ..
IX.Bt .................... 
 2 

IX.B.2. _................. 
 Yeazotbirth (2nd foster 1:aretaker-if appficat:Ae) ...............,.....................·....- .................,......... 
 2 
Race of 1st foster caretaker .......................... ·.........·.............................................................. ..... 
 1JX.C.1.... ............... 


IX.C.2. ........._ _;..,. 
 Hlspe.nl(: origin of 1st fost&-caretaker..................................................................:...................... 
 l 
lX.C.3.. ................. 
 Race of 2nd foste, caret8l<er (ii applicable) ............................................................:.............:..... 
 1 

_IX.C4 . ..... ..._ ..___ Hispaoicoriginof 2nd foster caretaker (lf applicable) ................-. ,.................... ......................... 
 1 
X.A.1. _ ......- .. Oateof dlscl'largelnxn foster care ....~.............................~...:..........................................:............ 
 6 
X.A.2..... ................ 
 Foster cant discharge~ date ........... .............. ....... ............ ... ......... ...... - .. .... ....'.. ...... .... 
 5 

1 
Sourcee of Fed«111aupportlasslstanc• ro~ chlld; lndlc.rte with a " 1" for element• ~ 

&4and a mo for sourcea ttiat do not apply. . 

XB........................ 
 Reasonlot discharge ................ ·..................................... ...... .......... .............v···-········- ·........_ 


Ti11eIV-N (Foster Care) ................. . .. ............................- .... ......-. . ............................ . ....... .. 
.XI.A... .................... 

XI.S. _ ................... 
 Tille IV-E (Adoption Assistance) ....... ..............................:.......... ..- ... .... ....... ............ .......... ._...... 

XI.C. .....•.,............. 
 Title IV-A (Aid to FamilieSWitt'IDependentChildren) ...:...:........:.........................................
.... .. 

lXI.D. .............._.,... 
 Title IV-0 (Chlld Support) ··-····· ..-···· ··--·- ..-· : .......- .......- .................................... - .•••• 

XI.E... .................... 
 Tille Xtx (Medicaid) ...... .......... ....... ..... ..... ...... ........... .: ........... ......... : ......... ...... ...... ........... - ...... 
 1 

1 

XLG. ................... . 

XI.F. ...................... 
 SSI 01 oltier Social $e<:urity Ac1benefits ......................,.....................................................- .....· 


1 
Total characters .......... · ..........._..................................,....................·.............................._ 

None of !he above ··--- ..-- ..··- ·-· ··-· ·............._ ................... .............- .................- ......... . 
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· 2. Foster Care Semi-Annu.al Summary Dara 
Elements Record 

a. The record will consist of 22 dnta 

elements. 


The values for these data elements am 
generated by p~sing all .records in the 
semi-annual detailed data t:ansmission and 

computing the summary values for Ehnn.ents 
1 and 3-22. Element ? is the semi-annual 
report period ending data. In calculating the 
age range for the child. the last day of the 
reporting p,?riod le to ho used. 

b. Data must be supplied for each of the 
elements in accordance with these 
instructions: 

· ( l) Enter the appropriate value for each 
element. . 

(2) For all elements where the total is zero, 
enter a numeric zero. 

(31 Enter date value3 hi y,:l:lf, mumh order 
{YYMMJ.e.g., 9112 for December 1991. 

c. Foster Care Semi-Annual Summary Data · 
Elements Record Layout follows: 

ElemefitNo. 

01 .................... .. 

02 ......... _ .. _,.,,,_ 

03 ........... _ ........ . 

04 ..................... . 

05 ..................... . 


. 06 ....... - ............ . 

07 .................... .. 

08 ..................... . 
09 ..... ~---··-~·-··· 
10 .................... ·. 

11 .......... ·.......... . 

12 ..................... . 

13 .................. _ 

14 .................... .. 

15 ......._ ............ . 

f6 .....................: 

17 ..................... . 

18 .................... .. 

19 ..................... . 

20 _................... . 


21 ..... ---- ..-····· 
22 .................... .. 


No. o! char· ·Summary dala file 
acters 

Number of 1ec.~s ...............-............................................................................................................................ 8 

Report period ending date {YYMM} .............. : ............................ ,. ................. , ............. :...................................... 4 

Children in care under 1 year .......................................................................... ·.......................,........................... 8 

Chijdren in care I year old .......................................................... 8
,..................................................................... 

Children in care 2 years old ............ : ....................................................................... 8
«......................................... 

Children in care 3 years old :.: .................................................................................:.......................................... 8 

Children in care 4 years okf .:; ..................... : .................................... : ....... : ................................... ,..................... 8 

Childrenin care 5 years old ... . . . .............. .... .. ........... ............................ . . .. . . . . .. ..... . .. ... .. ..... .. .... .... ........................ 8 


g~::~::: ~ ::: : :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::'.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: : 
Cliildren in care 8 yearsold ..................................... :.,....................................................................................... 8 

Children in care 9 yearsold .............. : ....................................................... --.. , ......... :.......................................... 8 

Chadfen in care 1 o years old .................................................................................................... : ............. ,...... .... 8 

Childrenill care 11 years old .......................................................................... 8
,,... .............. ...... .. ...... .. ................ 

Children in care 12 years old ......... _........ .................................................................................. ...................... .. 8 

Children in care 13 yearso!d ....................... :............... ......... ... .................... ... . . . ... ... . .... ..... ............. ...... .. ........... 8 

Children in care 14 years old· .............................................. ,....................
_ ........................................................ 8 

Cl1ildren in care 15 yearsold ............................................. ,, ...................................................... ,.. .... ·.. ............. .. 8 

Children in care 16 years old ................................................................................ 8
,............................................ 

Childrenin care 17years old ................................................... ; ............................... -......................................... 8 


. Children in care 18 years old ........................................................................................................... 6
:................. 

Children in care over 18 years old· .... : ............................................................... : .... :., ......... t------8 
:: .............................. 


Record Length ................................................................................................................................... 17?.
:· ... . 

8.Adoption 

1. Adoption Semi-Annual Detailed Data Elements Recor.d 
a. The record will consist of 37 data elements. · 
h. Data must be supplied for each of the elements in accordance with-these instructions: 

(1).Enter the appropriat, value "for each element. · · .. . 

(2) Enter date values in year, month and day order (YYMMDD), e.g., 890122 fur January 22. 1989 or year and month {YYMM} 

order, e.g., 8901 for January 1989. If dates am not applicsble, leave the element value blank. . . . · 
(3) For elements 11-ts and 29-32 which ere "select all that apply" el!!ments. enter a ."1" for each element that applies; enter 

a :z.ero for non-applicable elemonts. . . · 
· . c. Adoption Semi·Annunl Detailed Data Elements Record Layout follow~: 

Element No. 

01 ...... _ ..... .. 
02 .............. . 

03 .: ........... .. 

04 ............. .. 

05 ..... : ........ . 

06 .............. . 

07 .... : ......... . 

08 ............. .. 

09 .............. . 

10 .............. . 


11 ............. .. 

12 .............. . 

13 ............. .. 

14 ............. .. 

15 .............. . 

16 ............. .. 

17 .............. . 

18 ............. _ 

19 ............. .. 

20 ............. 
21 ............... 

22 ............. .. 


No.of 
element 

AppendixBdata 
Data element description numeric 

characters 

I.A.................. , ..... . 
 State .... _ · 2....................................................................................................................................... 

1.8....................... .. 
 Report period ending date .......................................................................................................... 4
. 
J.C....................... .. 
 Recordnumber ............................................................................ ·
· ........................................ ..... . 
 6
I.D ......................... 
 StateAgencyinyolvement .......................... : ...................................................... .
, ........................ 
 1
JI.A.......... : ........... .. 
 Dateof birth .................. : ........................................................................................................... .. 
 4
11.B...................... .. 
 Sex .............................................................................................................................................. 1
. 

IIC1 ......... · ......... .. 
 Race ................................................................................................................................. .
· .......... 
 1
11.C.2.. : ................ .. 
 Hispanic orgin ........................... : ........................................... .
, ..................................................... 
 1
ULA ..................... .. 
 Has the State Agency determined that ttiis child t,as special needs ....................................... .. 

m.a ......................
. Primarybasis for special needs .............................................. : .................................................. . 

Indicate a primary basis of special needs with a "1" for elements 11-15. Enter a zero 
for special needs that do not apply. 

111.B.1.a............... . 
 Mentalretardation ....................................................................................................................... 1
. 
111.8.1.b................ . 
 Visuallyor hearing impaired .............. : ..... , .................................................................................. 1
. 
111.B.1.c................. 
 1 
111.0.1.a................ . 
 :=!:~·ios·t.i-i'iit:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::1111.a.1.c ................. 
 Other medicallyciagnosed condition requiring special care .................................................... .. 
 1 
IV.A.!. ................. .. 
 Mother's year of birth .................................................................................................................. . 
 2 
IV.A2. ................... . 
 Father's (Putative or legal) year of birth ..................................................................................... 
. 2
IV.B..................... .. 
 Was the mother married at time of er.Id's birth ........................................................................ 
.. 1
V.A.1................... . 
 Dateof mother's termination of parental rights .......................................................................... . 
 6
V.A.2........... _........ 
 Dateof father'stenninationol parental rights ........................................................................... .. 
 6ve ...................... .
. Date adoption legalized ................... : .......................................................................................... 
 6
VI.A...................... . 
 Adoptive parents family structure .... ..................... ... .. .. . ................ .. .......................................... . 
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EkmlentNo. 

23 ...... - .. •• 
24 ...... _ ..... . 

VI.B.t ····-··-·- .. ••• 
Vl.9.2 ............... ,

Mather'11yeai of birth ftfappic:able}.............._____........................-·---·-·--
Fathefs year of birth flf ~ .................................._ ............ ·-······-···· .. ··-· · ............. .. 

2. 
2 

25 ......  ..... . VIC 1 ........... · ..... . AdopliYemother's race (if api)llcable) ..................... _ ................................. _ ....................  ... . 1 
26 .....  ...... . VI C.2 ................. .. Hj,spanic9rigin mother (If applic:abie) ............... ; .............  ........................ - .................... ; ..... : .. . t 
27 ............. .. VI.C.3 ................. . Adoptive falnef's race flfaiiplicable) .......................................  ............................ - ................. . 
28 ............ _ VI.C.4 ...... : ........... . Hispanic origin lather {ii IIPl)iicable) -·---·· ......................................... - ........................... . 

Ind!• each. type of 1'9!atlomllllp of adopUve panmt(a) to-the ~lld wl1ha "1" for ele
. ments 29-tt Enter a zero for rela1lonshlpsthat do not appty below. 

29 .• : .......... .. Vl.D.1 , ................. . Stepparent ....................... · --··-··· .·-····· ....... · .................................................................... - ... . 1 
30 ............... Vl.0.2 .................. . Ottlef relatlYeof childtiy.blflh or mar.tag,e : .......................................................... -····---····· 1 
31 ....... ·--·· Vl.0.3 .................. . FosterparentCJfchild ... · .... --·--··-·· ................................_ .. - ................ - .......... · ··-·-·-·· .. t 
32 .............. . VI.D.4 .................. . Othernon-telative - .................................................................................................................... . 1 
33 ............. .. Vff.A· .................... . Child waspieced from .................................... ---·············· ···-·-·· ...... - .................................... t 
34 ............... VllB. ................... . 1 
35 ............. .. VIIIA .................... ~~~~a rnont,ty subsidy....................- ................... : ................. , .............. __ .. .. 1 
36 .............. . Vlll.B .................... . II vm.eis "yes." Whe1is the mcnlhtyamount .......................... - .... ; •• - ........... : .........  ....... . 5 
37 ............. .. Vlll.C .................. .. If \111.Bis -yes." Is the chikl~ !illefV-E aoopl!,onlffllistance? ·--············--···----··

Total~ ....................................--·······-··· .... ··--·····-··-····-·-·-··· .. ··-···-·-······· 
l 

72 

1 . 

2. Adoption Semi-Annual Summery ~ I!l~s Record 

e. The record will consist of 22 data elements. . · · 
Tbs v11lues for these data elementll 8J'I!. generated by processing all records In the semi-annual. dete.ilod data trllnsmission and 

computing the summary velues for Rlcni~ts 1 and 3-27. Element 2 is !lie Stlmi-annual report period ending d&re.In oilcula:tiag 
the age range for the child; tha last day of the reporttns period ls to be used. . 

b. Data must be supplied for e!1Chof the elements m accmdana?with these instructions: 
(1) l?ntet the.app-roprfate value for each .elermml. · . · · 

{2) For all elemcnta where the iQl3lls-zero, enter a numeric zero.' . 

(3} Enter date values ill year, month o:de: (YYM.\il,. e.g..9112 for~ 199:1. 


c. Adoption Semi·Annud Summary Dat;i 
Elements Record Layoot .(ol!Qws: . 

No. of charElementNo. acters 

~; :,i:;:::,g ::::::::::::::.:,.~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.:::=~:~ ::::::::::::::::::: date (YYMM). ..:::::~:=::::::::::::::== . : 
03 -·--··-··-···- Chlk:Jrel'Iadcpled. Under 1 yeas old ---- .. ·--··· · · --·-··--- .. --------- .. --··-·--. 8 
04· ...................... Chltdrer, adopte<f 't yearold --- .. ·-·- .. --·-----·--·-- · ----·-···-·-·- · · -. · ... 8 
05 _______ .._ Chlldr&IIadapte<i 2 yea,s old··-·-···----·---·-··-··--··--· ..-·---·-····--·---· · 8 
06 .... : ................ Children adopted 3 yearsold ............................. · ................................ · .............................. -·---··-·---· .•• a 
07 .................... · Childrenadopted 4 years old ......................... ------- ..-- .....-----·---·---------·- 8· 
08 ...................... Children adopted S ycar:i cild ........................ ..; ......... - •• -- ........... , ... __:_ ____ ..:_____________ a 

09 .. · ._ ........ _..... Childres,a<!opted6 yearsold .... - ............................ - .............. · ..• : ..................... · ............. · .... · ··- .. ·····- .. ·-········ 8 

1·0 --··-........... Childrenadopted 7 yearsold ----·· .. --.· ..........................................: ............ _ ....... ··-·-·····-·- 8 


g::::::=::::::::=~=:== ::::::::::::::.:::::::::::::::::::::::::=::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::=::-:::::::::::::::::::::::::::.· : 
13 ................ , _ Children adopted toyearsold ------·--··-·-·-·---- .. -··- .. ·-····-·-·--····-····-········ 8
~:. = __ .. ::::::::::::::: :::::::::::::::::::~...::~ :.:.:::::::-:.:.~::::.:.~:g~=:==--=-·_.:._ .::::=::::::=::·· 
16 ................... _ Childrenadopted 13years cld -- -·-·- .. ·-··--·-··---......................................... & 

17 ............. _ _ -·----- · .............. ..· --·······-···-·····...................... 
... Childrenadopted.14 yelll'a old _____ a 
18 ...................... Children adopted 15 yeaJSold - • ..: .. --··'.---·--·-··.--···-··········-··-·········--·--·· 8 
19 ................... _ Chiidren~.16 yean okl ---·-··-·-·-·-···--- ........._.................-............ 8 

20 ...................... ~ adopted 17 ye:a,sold - . ·---·-··· ..··- ......- ..............,-···-- 8 

21 ...................... Childrenadopted 18 yearsold-·----- · -- · .. .......... ............... ·
- -······---··-·--·-··.······-····· 8-
22 ................. · ·- Childrenadopted over 18 years old • -·-······-··--·-·-··--·--······ .. ··-·-·· .. ··········---·· 8
1-----

Record lengtn ............................. · .......... ·-·- .. ·-·-···--··----····--··--·............................... 172 


Appendix E to Pan 1~$-Da&a Swldanis 
All data submissions will be evaluated to 

dctcnnino th«Icompleteness end Internal 
consbtency oEthe datll.Four typtl'I of 
8S5eSfflleDts willbeconductedon both lhe 
fuslt>.rcare and adoption _data subm issioll.S. · 
The l'6Slllts of these assessments will 
detennine the applicability of the penalty 
provisions.(Sell § 1355.40(e}for penalty 

provision de5Cription.) The four types of 
asse5Smellt8artl: 

• Comparison9 of the detsiled data to 
·~data; 

• lotemal cons.mem:y checks of the 
detailed data; . 

• An ~tof~ status of missing 
dasa; «od · 

• Tlmelinen, &D ~t of how 
cumm, the ~itli!d daunnt. 

A. l'<JsterCare 
1. Summary Data Elements Submission 
S1audanb 

A summarytile ml.l$l accompany the 
DetailedD&teElements submlssJon. Both 
transmissionsrmmbesent through 
electronic means (se11r apJlfflldlx C for details). 
Tbls swnmar; will be um! te>111,rifybasic· 
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counts ofrecords on the detailed data 
.received. 

a. The summary file must be a discrete file 
sspanite from tl11.1semi-annual reporting 
period detailed data file. The record layout 
for the rumm2I}' .file is included in ap~ndlx 
D.section A.2.c. All data must be included. 

tf the value for a numeric field is zero, zero 

must be entered. 


b. The Department willdevelop a second 
summary file bycomputing the values from 
the detailed data file received from the State. 
The two swnmary files (the one submitted by 
the State and the one created during Federal 
processing) will be compared, field by field. 
If the two files match, further validation 0£ 
the detailed data elements will commence. 
(See Section A.2 below.} If the two summary 
files .do llOtmatch. we will assume that there 

. has been an error in transmission and will 
request a rettansmission fromthe StatB 
within 24 hoursof the time the State hllS 
beennotified. In addition, a log of these 
occurrences willbe kept as a means of 
catalogingproble.ms and offering suggestions 
on improved procedures. 
2. Detailed Data File Submission Standards 

o. lntemsl Consistency Validations.. · 
Internal consistency validations involve 

evaluating tha logicalrellltiomhipi. between 
. data elements in II detailed record. For 

example, a child cannot be discharged from 
foster care before be or she has been removed 
from his or herhome. Thus, the Date of 
Latest Removal From Home data element 
must bfta dateprior to the DateofDlschmge. 
If this Is l)Ot ~. onlntlim.alh\Cf,)11,lstoncy 
willbe detectedand an "e=" illdicated in 
the detailed data file. · 

A numberof data elements have ''if 
applicable~ contingency relationships _with 
other data elements in the detailed record. 
For example, if the Foster Family Structure 
has only a single parent, then the appropriate 
sex of theSingle Fem.ale/Male element ill the 
''Year of B~' and~Race/Origin" elements 
must be completed and the "non-applicsble'· 
fields for these elements ere to be fl!led with 
zero's or, for dates. left blank. 

The Internal consistency validations that· 
willbeperfonned on the fostercare detailed 
data are as follows: 

(1) The LocalAgency must be the county 
or a coonty equivalent unit which has 
responsibility for the ca8e. The 5 digit 
Federal inf~tion Pn.ia,i:singStandard 
(FIPS) code must be used. . 

(2) lr Date of Latest RemO'Vlll From Home 
(Element 21) is less than nine months prior 
to thl!Rcpm1 Period Ending Dato (Element 2) 
then the Date of Most Recent Periodic Review 
(Element 5) may be left blank. 

(Jl If Date of Latest Remove! From Home 
(Element 21) ls greater than nine months 
from Repm1 Date (Element 2}then the Date 
of Most Recent Periodic; Review (Element 51 
must not be more than nine months prior to 
the Report Date (Element 2). 

{ 4) If a child is identified as having a 
disability(illll) (Element 10), at least one Type 
of Disability Condition (Elements 11-15). 
ffilll!t beindiated. Enter a zero (OJfor 
disabilities that do not apply. 

(5)lf the Total Number of Removals From 
Hometo Date (Element 19) is one (1), th~ 

DateChild was Discharged From Last Foster 
Care Episode (Element 20} must beblank. 

(6) If the Total Number of Removals From 
Home to Date (Element 19} is two or more, 
then the Date Child was Discharged From 
LastFoster CareBpisodo (Element 20} must 
notbe blank. 

{7}IfData Cltild was Discha:iged From Last 
Foster CareEpisode (Element 20) exists, then 
this date must be a date prior to the Date of 
Latest Removol Prom Home (Element 21). 

(8} The Date ofLatestRemoval From.Home 
(Elmnent21) must be prior to the Date of 
Placement in Current Foster Care Setting 
(Element 23). 

(9) At least one eleme11tbetween elements 
26 end 40 must be answered by selecting a 
"l". Enter a zero (OJ for condition$ that do 
not epply. · · ·· 

(lo) If Current Placement Setting(Element 
41) is a value that indicates that the child is 
not in a foster family or a pre-adoptive home. 
then elements 49-55 must bozero (O}. 

(lt) At least one element between elements 
59 and 6.5 must be answered by selecting e · 
"1". Bntor a zero for sources that do not 
apply. 

(12}Jfthe answer to the question. "Has this 
child ever beenadoptedT' (Element 16) is 
"t" (Yes), lthen t_h11 question, "How old was 
thechild when the adoption waslegali.ze<l7" 
{Elementt 7) must have an answer from "1" 
to .. s_" · 

(13) I! the Date of Most Recent Periodic 
Review (Element 5) ls not blank, then 
Manner of Remove! From Home for Current 
Placement Episode (Ektment 25) cannot be. 
optioa 3, "Not Yet Determined." . 

(14) lf Reason for Discharge (Element 58) 
is option 3, .. Adoption," then Parental Rig.his 
Tcnnlnation dates (Elements 46 and 47) must 
not be blank. . 

(15) lfthe De:teof Latest RemovalFrom 
Home(Ei'ement 21) la present, lhe Date or 
Latest RemovalFrom HomeTransaction Date 
(Element 2 2) must bepresent and must be 
later than or equal to the Date of Latest 
Removal From Home (Element 21). 

(16) If the Daw of Discha:geFrom Postar 
Care {Element 56) Ispresent, the Date of 
Diochaige From Foster Care T'nlnsaction Dare 
(Element 57} must be present and must be 
later than or equal to the Date of Discharge 
From Foster Ca.re{Element56 }. 

{l 7) If the Date of Discherge Fl:om Foster 
Cal'tl{Element 561 is present, it must beafter 
the Dateof Latest Removal From Home 
(Element i1). 

b. Out-of·RangeStW1dards. 
Out-of-rangestandards relate to the 

occurronce of valu.es In response to data 
elements that exceed.either positively or 
negatively. the acceptable range of responses 
to the question. For example, if the 
acceptable responses to the element, Sex of 
the Adoptive Child, is "l" for a make end 
.. 2" for a !emale, but the datum provided in 
the element is "3," this represents an out-of· 
range response situation. 

Out·o!-range comparisons will be made for 
all elements. The acceptable values are 
described in Appendix A. Section I. 
J. Missing Data Standards 

The term "missing data" refers to instances 
where data for an element are required but 
are nol present in the submission. Data 

elements with valuesof "Unable to 
Determine," "Not Yet DeterminedH or which 
are not applicable, are not considered 
missing. · 

a. In addition. the following situations will 
result in converting data values lo a missin11 
data status: . 

· {1) Data elements .whose values fail 
internal consistency validations as outlined 
in A.2.a.(1Hl7) above, and 

(2)Data elements-'IYhosevalues are out-of· 
range. 

b-Th-e maximum amoi.mt or allowable 
missing data is dependent on the data · 
elements as·described below: 

(i) No Missing Data. 
The data for the elements listed below 

must be present in ell ~ords tn the 
submission. If any record contai.ns missing 
data !or any o.f these elements, the entire 
submission will beconsidered missing and 
p.rocessingwill not p~. 

Element Element na!T)e No. 

State.· 
02 ...... _ 
01 ., ... ·-· 

Report date, · . . 
03 ••.•••••• Localagency FIPScode. 
04 ........ . Recordnurmer. 

(2) LessThu Ten Percent Missing Data .• 
The data foethe elements listed below 

cannot have ten percent or more missing data 
without lncuning e penalty. · . 

Element 
No. 

05 ......... Date of most. recent periodic. re-

06 ...... - · ~-dale of birth. 
07 ..... _;, Child'ssex. 
08 .. ~...... Child's race. · 
09 ······- Hispanicorigin.
1 O ..... _.. Does child have a disability(~s)? 
11-15 ••. Type of ~ (at least one 

~be.se!eeted). 
16 ......... Haschildbeenadopted? . 
17 ......... Howold waschild when adoption 

was16gallzed? . 
18 ........ . Date of first removal from home. 
19 ........ . Total numbef: of removals from 

home to date. 
20 ........ . Date child was discharged from 

last fostercare. 
21 ........ . Date ot latest removal from home. 
22 ........ . Removal 1Jansaciion date. 
23 ......... Date of placement in current fost8f 

taTe setting. 
24 ....... .. Number of previous placement 

settings during this removal epi
sode. 

25 ........ . Manner o1 removal from hOme for 
current plac;ement episode. 

26-40 .. . Actions or conditions associated 
·wilh child's removal {at least one 
must be selected}. 

41 ........ . Current placement selling. 
Out of State placement.42 ········· 

43 ........ . Most recent casa plan goal. 
44 ..•..•.•. Cw:elakef family structure. 
45 ........ . Year of birth of 1st principal care

taker. 
46 ....... .. Yea, of birth ol 2r.d principal care

taker. 
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c.ompuier gonfflltedtNnl$actlon dates . mu~t be pn!senl end the dates 1111mbe prior
Element Elementdeseripoori

No. indicate the dat&wb4inby laster w-eevents to the .. Date Adoption Legali:wd." If this I, 
- entfflld into theStete•s comp-JteT systmn. ll(Jl th. ca"- an .internal inconsistency will 

47 .-....... Dale of molhef's parental l'l11llSThe Intent of these tnms&Ction d&tes is to be detected and ao ~error'' !ndl~ted in she 
letmlnallon. en:nm that lnfunn ation about the stntus of detailed data flle. 

children in lester C8l"e ls !1lCOtOOdand. thus, A inunbefol .da1111elements have .. lf 
rights terminationdate. reported In a timely manner. applicable" cootingency relatioosh.lps wllb 

49 ......... FO$lerfamily~ . •· Date of Latest Rerilo..._l From Ho:ne other data-,doments In :he deta ll;xi record. 
50 - · ..... . YfJ8/I of l*th ot -ttt fostef ~ ~Dateof Late,t Removal From Horne For e-xample,lf th« Adoptive.Parent is siAAle, 

taker. Tomsaction Date~t 22) must not be the.ntlHI11>propri,ateSBX of th& single mnalel 
51 - -·· - Yea, of bWI ol 2nd tostw eere- Jnore lhe.n 60 days sfter lhe Dote of Latest male element l.nthe "Family Su·ucture." 

taker. Removal Fl'Olll Home {Element 21) evt>nL ."Yur of Binh .. 11nd "Race/Origin" ele~.111$ 

48 ··- ·-- Legal of putawe 1a1tlerparental 

52 . -·- Race of 1st lo$Wlt' caretakief. b. Da1eof DischargeProm Poster Om, must bl!con:ipl4!ted •?d the "non--applicablo" 

53 ·····- · Hl$pill1ic1mtosi« caretaker. The Date ofDisch11rge From Fosh'!rCare fields !or these elements are to be filled with 

54 ·- ...... Rae&of 2nd fosterc:arelaker. Trensaction Date (Element 57) must not b1' teroe or lei\ blank.· 

55 .,....... Hispanic 2nd k>s1ercaretal<er: .IDOfe than M da~ afte, the Dote of DischW'_&<l TM i11tenlaloonsistency valida tions th.it 

56 ·- - - Dai. of dilcharge from fostef care. Prom Foster~ !Elemtnt 56) event. will.be J*fomied oo the adop tion detailed 

57 ......... Fosm C3r9 ~ lransactioo Pot purpooeifof j,,malty processing,nlMty data eN 8S follows: · 


date. pcJ?Jnl of the records In I! detailed dllta (1) TIMQuid's Date o!Buth. (Element 5) 

58 -- Ru$on !ord~. ,ubmmion. mu~ indice le that: must belater than both the Motha.'ij and 

59--65 •.• Sou,oe$. ol Fedfflt $~  (l} The difterence between the Dal8 of l'nthcr'a Year of Birth {Elements 16 1od 17) 


anot for child (at least on. must. Prom HomtlTransactio!'IDaleLetest RelD0'\1111 unlel$8 either of the&eIs unknown.) 
be seled.ed). (Element 2Z} and th&Dete of Latest Removal (2) If theSlatll child welfare.agciiq hes . 

Prom Hom.11{Element21) -t Is 60 ihtys or determined that the child i$ a speciltl.ooeds 
c. Penalty P.rocemng. loll$; child (Element 9), then "the pri.mary ba$is f<.ir 
Miffii\8 data 1111a m ajor fllctor in and , when, applk.Jble. determining that this chlld has special 


determining tM a.pplica tlon of the penalty (alThe dlfference between theDate of · needi" (Element 10} must be cornplete.d. lf 

provisions of this n.,gu~ Discharge From Post.et Coe lnnsac. tion Dato "'theprimary bask for determining thet tbla 


(1) Selectioo Rules. {Element 57), 8lld theDate o! Dlsclwge From · child he, special needs" (Ekirnent 10} Is
All data elemeuui will be used111 Pooet Care(Element 56} event is 60 days o.r on...ered by . option "4," t~n et leastooe · 

cnlcu1atingthemi.ss! ng data pro vb Ion or the le#. · · element betWMn Elfflleni. 11- 1s.1'ypll _of 
penalty unleasoueof the following l!.mifulg Disability, " m.ust beselected. Enter a zero (O) 
,:ules applies to the detarled ~ rec«d. B. Adaption ior dlsabUitiw that donot app ly. 

(a}UI>awof Latest Removal FrolllHome t . Summary Dota.ElelllMts File Suhrniss lon (3) Datesof Parental Rights Termination 
!Element 21) and the Diile of D~ F\'om. Standards (Elements 19 ind 20) mu st be completed and 
Poster Can (Element !'>6)is la$S than30 days. A summary n~ lllUlt'IC'COIDpeny the must be f>"IOI'to lhe Deti, Adoption Leg1lw:dthen.ih'e following date· elementa an, theooly 
ones to be used la eveluat lng themissing dellliltldData ElementsPile lUbm!sa.loo.. Both ~!j;~ ~I)' ftnancial ~ubsldy being 

filff must be""1t tmoogh eif.ciroDlc mean11 paid fot lhb child" (Element.35) is 11Dswved 
(see appendix CI'« details). lb.is summary .n""~nvely, "2'". then Element 36 must be . 

:~;on•for purposesof ~alty 
will be u.ed to verify tbt comp)et811e§ of the -.,,.. ,A.. Il?leme.uts DetllillKI D.!ta File submission received. zero (O} and ·:i. the ,ube;..., pald undeT nt e 

ttot a. The R.llMlMYfile ahauld be II discrete :!~!...~ ~tal>OI " (Element 37) .muft 
6to9 file wpante fromthe88111H~ reportiD_g21 and 22 period deteiled data-file.Thll record layool (5) II the -aind Was Plliud By" ~ment 
U•nd~i for the~ &is iJldudedin appendix 34) blan,Wfflldwlth option 1, "Public 
56to53 o. Md.ion B.t.c;.. AU data mµat bttincluded. AgffiCY.'• then the quMtlon. ·o id th. Stab:! 
(b} If Datepf La!flSI RelllOVall':romHome Jrthe value fiora uun,eric field is ze:o,zero AgtiJIC)' Haff any Involvement mThis 


(Element 18) la prl.or to October l, 1995, tbao nNst b6 entered. i\dop(lon" (Element 4) mu,n b6--1 ". 

the followlog data eifflDtlnts11111the only olltls '- Th n...........ll "· -....::1 d {6) lfthe *Reletlonship .of Adoptiv1t 

to be used i'nev.Juating the missing dota v, e -r--·• 0 1w i ...,..., op a ~n Parent{a) to the Ou.kl," -Fost.et Pattnt of 


summary fileby·computing I.bevalues from Child"' "'1--nt 31) is -lected. th<ln.tho
· prov:bioru fer pu~ of penalty the detaw,d data file received fromthe Stale. ' "' .... ...., 
calculation : · Tbe two summary filet ttbe one submitted by question, ~Did the Stllte Agency Have any . 
Elem11nts the State and lheooe outed during Federal Jnvolvcment in Thi s Adoption" (Element 4) 

1104 ptoceMing) will be compared. field by_fleld, must be~1". 
6to9 Uthe two files match. further validatioo o! (1} u-1s a month ly fi.nendal subsidy being 
21 md 22 the detailed data elmnenb! will commence. poid for this chlldr (l!lemont35} ans· ... unid 
41 and 43 {See6'!ction e.:z below.) If the two ·=mar; "1 ," lben the quemon. "Did the Slate Agmicy 
!xito58 . filos do not match, we wm--ume-that µrere Have any Jnvolv11ment lo This Adoptlcn" 

has OOOJl,lD error-in transmiasion and will (Element4} musl be tt1 .n (2) Penalty C'.alculations. 
roquest a retran51lli1Sion from the State (e) If the "Family StJ\lcrure" {Ele!llllnl 22) The perc41ntagecalcul&tioo will be 


porlormed for~ data element. The total 
 within 24 hours of the time theState bas Is option 3, S!JoigleFtmale. then the Mother's 
beennotified. ln ,ddilion. a log of lhes<l Yeor of Btr1h (:Elezrum1 23). the·· Adopt!ve number of detailed re<:Ordsth.at8113included 
occ:ummces wiil be.kspt as 8 means of Motber5"s Roce~ (Element 25) and "His~nk by I.be •election NIC3 ln 3.c.(1), will serve as 


the denomi.natoi. Th. uumoor of missing data 
 e.1tal.ogl11g pJObl@ms and ofkiring iuggC$tlcM Origin~ (Elemetlt 26} muff! be cc mp le!ed . 
on improved prooodu~ . Similady , iftb1t"F11mily Struct ure'' {E!emii'nt occurnm,c~ foreech •lcment will sarve os · 

2 2) is option 4 , Single Male. then the Pathm-'" tho nw:neratar. The rasult will be multi piled z. Detail.idDalliElements File Sb.nmis$ion Yeorof mrtb. {Element Z4}. the ''Adoptive 
by one hundr&d. The penalty la invokeci 

Stan rlards Father, ', Rooe .. {E!ement 21} oixl "Hbpu,,c when eny one element's minlug J.!ta 
11. lnlbrnal Coruiletency Validatimi s Origin" f6lemant 29) must be complo ted. IIpercentage II ten percunt or greater. 
Jot.emfll consist~ncy valldati ons lnvolvtt the "fiunjly Structure" (Elemen t 22) i~ 

1. ThnelineH of Poster CarvData Repocts &v8lualing lhe Joslca! rollltioi:u~hips between optlcn 1 or 2-.then both Mother's and 
The 5fmll~nnu.el ntportlng periods will be dell! elemauts ln a dotililed rocord. For r ijther', -YE!ar of Birth," .. RaCj!" and 


&a of the end of Morch snd September for ·e:aampla, an ndoption canoot he finali:ied "'Hlsi,,mic Origin " mu,! be cmnpleted. 

e.icb year. The States are required to submit until p&nntal lighlll heve been teroii.nated . b. Out-of-Range Slan<lards. 

repom within 45 calendar days afttlf the end Thus. th<!dates o( MotlN!rfFather Out.qf ,nmge ,taoderds relate to tho 

of the seml-a.nnual reporting period. Termina1lonof Pimmtal Rights. «temants oocvn-ence of ve!~ In ~poiue to data 
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elements that e.xceed, either positively ot 
negatively, the acceptable range of responses 
to the question, For example, if the 
ac<;eptable response to the element, 5'm of 
~ Adoptl"'3 Child, is ·T' for a male and"2" 
for a remale,but the datum provide-din the 
element is .. J.~ this represents an out-of
range. response situation. 

.Out-of.range comparisons will be made for 
all elements. The acceptable values arc 
desmbedin appendix B.section I. 
3. Missing Data Standards 

Tbetenn "missing data" rsfers to instances 
where data fof an eleme-:1t are required bot 
are not present in lM submission. Data 
elements with values of ~unable to 
Oetermille," "Other" or which are not 
applicable, are oot considered missing. 
. ,dn addition, the fullowi~ situations will 
iesult in converting data vallleSto a missma 
data status: 

Ill Data elements whose values fail 
intern.alconsistency validations as outlined 
iii 2.a.{1l-{8) abo,>a,and ·· 
· (2} Data elements whose ~alues are o~t-of· 

r.ang.e. . 
b. The maximum IIJDOOntofallowable 

missing data is dependent on the data 
elements as described below. 

{-H No Missing Data. 
The data for the eJQlllenls listed belo,-, 

mu5t be present in all records in the 
submission. If any record oomains missiDg · 
datafor any of these eleni6nts, the entin, 
subniission will be considered rruss.l.ngand 
processing \\ill not pr~. 

Elet:nent 
No. 

Ot ........ . 

02 ......... 

03 ........ . 
04 .....•... 

Element name 

State. 
Report date. 
Recordnumber. 
Oiidlh& Stare ageflCY have any in

volwment in~i5 adopoon? 

{2).LessTllanTen Percent Missing Data 

The data lu- the cleme:11ts li3tedbelow 
cannot nave ten percent or more missing data 
without incurring a penalty. 

O? ....... .. 
06 ....... .. 
07 .. : ..... . 
08 ........ . 
00 ········· 
10 ···•·•••· 

11-15 ... 

16 ..... - .. 
1-7 ..•.••.•• 
18 ....... .. 

19 ........ . 


20 ........ . 


21 ........ . 
2Z '"""" 

23 ........ . 

24 ........ . 

25 ... ; .... . 
2fi : .....••• 
27 ........ . 
28 ........ . 

29-32 .. . 

33 ........ . 

34 ........ . 

35 ........ . 


36 ·····-
37 .•..••..• 

8ementname 

Child's dale of bifttt. 

Chikl's sex. 

Chikh race. 

Is cilil(j hispanic? 

Ooes childhaves~ needs? 

fndicale !he primary. besls IOfde
~ lttat th& d1ild-h6s spe
·aaineeds. {IJ Bemem09 is y~.
Y'0'Imust at16Wef ltlis quesl.'00.)

Type Q#special-need (at least one 
must be selected.) 


Moille($ yea,of birth. 

. falhv.s yea, oi l:>iflh. 

Was. mo&herma11ied a, lima o$ 

cilild'.s.llirln1 . 
Date cf mother's iermlnationot pa

re~ riQbi$. 
Oate ()( falhets tefminalioo ot pa

renlal righls.. 
Dale adoption lel}aliied. 
Adoptillo J)llfent(s)' family slruo

wee. 
Uothet's. Yeal of birth. 
falhet'& year of bitlh.
A~ rnolhe(s. race. 
Hispenic mottler. 
Adopliw.lalhe(s race. 
tlispatlie f.aiher. 
Re!alionshipot ad9Plhte pa,er,tts) 

to child (at reast one must be 
selected.) · 

Child placedfrom. 

Cl1lktplal:,ed·by· 

ls 1!-'::":~ ·sw:.>sidypaid 
It yes,Ile fflOf'dhly-~ is?' 
i:. !he child receiving Title IV-E 

adoj)tion asslataiiee? (If Element 
35 is a •1# (Yes) an an&Wer to 
1tlisquesllon is required.) 

c. PenaltyProcessing, 
Missing dnta are a major factor in 

determining the application of the penalty 
pro"•isions of this regulation. 

ft) Selection Rules. 
Only th&adoption records with a .. 1:.,{Yes) 

answer in Rlemenl 4, "Did the Slate Agency 
have any Involvement in this adoptlop" wHl 
be-suhjflctto the penalty a=sment process. 

!ZtPenalty Cali;utations. 
The percentage calculation will bti 

p,erfonne<lfor each data elemenl The total 
number of detailed records.will sewe as !be 
denominator and the number of missing data 

occurrences for each element will s,i:r,e a.s 
the nulllDratar. The result will be multiplied 
hy one hundred. The.penall)l is mvobd 
w.ben an}' one element's miss.>JISdata 
perceatage b ten pe.romtor greet11r. 

4. Tim.efinessofAdoption Data Reposts 
The semh1n11ual reporting periods wmbe 

as of !Ii&end &f March and Sephmlber for 
. each year. The Slat~ are required tCtsubnii:t 

repom within 45 ca~ndar daysafter the end 
of ~e semi-l!nnual reporting period. 

For penalty assessment purposes, however, · 
no specific timelinc11sof data standards · 
opply. Data on adoptions should b& 
submitted as promptly after finalw.ation as 
possible. · 

The desned approach to reporting 
adoption data i~ that adoption& should be . 
niportro during the reporting period in 
which the adoption is legalized. Or. at the 
State's option.Ibey can be n,pc;>Ttedinthe 
fol lowing reporti.ng petiod. if lhe adoption is 
legalized within the last 60 days ol the·· 
reportiQg period. 

Negative reports must besubmitted for any 
semi-annual period in which llQ adoptions 
have beenlegalized. 

Appendix F to Part 1355 

ALLOTMENTOF FUNDSWITH 427 INCENTIVE FUNDS TITLE IV-8 Ct-Ut.0WELFARE SERVICES FISCAL YEAR 1993 . 

Name of Slate AIIGlmentat 
$294,624,000 • 

Allotmentat 
$141,000,000 ·' 

A!abam.a...............................-·········-·····--·-······················.........•......................... 5,798,251 2,771.t28 3,D27.l23 
Alaska ..... ,, ............................................................ , .. - ....... ·........................................ 614.m 355,179 319.593 
Al'izona ....................................... - ....•.·····-- .. -··············· .......................................... 4,781,390 2.291,632 2,489.758 
Arkansas ········--·········-,. .. ··---····--·--··································· .......•.•.....•.......•..•....••.. 3,495,975 1,685,50f 1,810;474 
California .............................................. - ........ - ............  ....................--···--·····--··· . 30,048,3\8 14,206,363 l!t,342.455 
Co!orado .................................................................... : ................................................ . 3,844$76 t,850,024 l,994,852 
Coonecticllt ........................................·· .. ····-········· · .................................................. . 2.065,826 1,0H,122 t,654,7-04 
~lawate ·····-··································-·····-··· ..- ........................................................ 763,822. 397.168 366,664 
Dist ol Col ................................................................................................................ . 448,212 248,344 199,868 
Florida ........................................... - ...... - ................................ ----·-···-··-·········· l2,946,006 6,141,615 6,804,391 

~~..:::::::::::::::::::::~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::·:::::::::::~::::::::::::::::::8,386.050 
1,281,048 :: 3.991,391 

64t,003 
4,394,659 

639.985 
Idaho ............................................." .................................. - ........ - .......................... . 1.734.494 854,884 879,610 
Illinois ...................................... - ................. _ ................................ ,-··-··--············· 12.157,021 5,76$.574 6.387,447 
Indiana ................................. _........................- ........................................................ . 7, 115, 189 3.392,123 3,723,066 

Iowa···············································--·········-············..··············································· 
Kansas .......................................................................................... _......................... . 

3,565,712 
3,083,341 

1,7t8,385 
1,490.926 

1,847,3.27 
t,592.415 

~=:Cr!:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::5,192,133 
6,750,330 ::::::::::::::2,485,316 

3.220.076 :::::::::::::2,706,817 
3,536,254 ::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

Maine ................•..•.....••................•.... ····················-···········-·--· .. - .......................· t,533,067 159,902 m,165 
Maryland ........................................................................................... - .................... .. 4,256,288 2,044,023 2.2'12,265 
Massachusetts ...................................................................... ., .....• - ......................... . 4,566,755 2;,190.422 2'.376..333 
Michigan ...... · ..................................................................................... ~.. •·· · ··-" ...... .. ~Q.860,253 5,15&.069 5,702,t64 
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Au.oTMENi OF FUNDSWITH·427 INCENTIVEFUNOS CHILOWELFARESERVICESTm.E.IV-8 FISCAL YEAA 199$
. · · ·· · Continued · · · · · · 

.Allounentat .; .Allotmentat 427.ineontive· Nameof Stat& $294,624,000I $141,000,0001 · tuoos 

5,092.532 2.438,349 2.654,183 
4,437,556 2,129,499 : . 2,308,057 
6.217,709 2,968,921 3,248.,788 
1,2 11,809 608.414 603,3% 
2,136,670 1,044.,528 1,()92,142~ . ~ ~~:;,/:· ~:-:·,c: .·:: · :;_:·:L::_~>?~

1~,362 662,431 663,931 
1,078,123 545,375New Hamp!!hire••••••.-...- ...·..................-. ·...... - --·: ·-· - :......_ .......................... 
 532,748 
5,~7,.00Z 2.539,n,a 2,767,869New ..18rsey.. .···............................- .......·...........................: ............: ---·-- ···-· --· 


NewMexico ..........,.........- ............................ - ................._ ........_..................._. 
 2,493.475 1,212,718 1,280,697 
New Yoril .....·.....................- .............- ....................• · •••• . · - ........ - ....... 
 15,530.358 7,3$0,2M 8,170,105 
NorthCarolina ...........----- ·-···· --· ··.................................................................... ·. 
 8,326.069 3.963, 107 4,362.962 
North Dalrot3.....- .......- .... ·.- ...- .................- ..............................................·......... 
 . 982.956 500.499 482,456 
Ohio ..................._..........·- -·-· ........................................ ........;.............................. 13.052,582 6,191,871 
 6,86Q,711 

4,428,365 2,1~166 2,303,200Oklahoma ......- ---··- ·- ··----· ...-..............................._........ ·........... .......- ... 

3,576,418 1,7.23,434 1,85.2,984

~=ytv~11 ' :·.:=· · ::::::::·. ·..:::: 12,649,960...:::.. ~. ,..:_~: =::::::::· ::::::...::::::::::::·:::::::::::::: 6,002.017 6,647,943 
RliodeIsland; .·............................,..: ..........·...................·......... ,w, .. , .. .. .u ............. .. . 
 1,070,439 541)'52 528,687 

. 5,101,221 2,442 ,447 2,658,774South Caroliia ............ ...............- ....··-· ._ ............·-·------··---· ............~-- --...
1,107,009 S58,996 548.013·- ····-- -«...... ................
SoothDalcola ·-··· - --·- --- ..·---· - · · - - ...... 
6,328,617 3,021,219 3,307.398i:~e_:,.· ~=::::::::::::~..=.............................:....::..
=-~·-::: . :.. .. :. · 23.687,998.... _.-:::~: 11,206,947 12,481.051 

Utal'I_ ............................. ................................................ . ........................................ . 3,478,384 1;667.206 1,801,178 
749,564 · 390,454 .359 ,130 

~ ~·:_~-.: .·: '····::::::' :._:::_:::::::: 
6,32i.841 
5,667.518 
2,564p54 

3,018,02 4' 
2,709.481 
1,246~ . 

3.303.817 
· 2,958,037 

·1,318,260 
6,033.052 · 2,881,847 · 3,151,205 

Wyooing--- . . ..' - · . .-... .. ·- . . ••..... . -· ···-· . •...__ ·........-·-· 751.26<' 39f.247 360.017 

, Th&setotals inciooe ~en~ to the t,JnitedStates Territories. Therefore,thesummationol lM Stntes' allotments will.not be equivalent. 

PART135&--REOOIREMENTS . . transmi; sion of thetype which wosIha 
APPLICABLETOTITLEJV..:.e 

6. The authority citation for part 1356 
is revised to reed aa {o11Q.wS! 

Authority:42 U.S.C.620et seq., 42 U.S'.~. 
.~70 et Sllq ,: 42 U.S.C. 1~02. 

7. Section 1356.20 is.amended by . 
r:edeslgnating exl stiog paragraphs (b) 
through (d) as (d) through (.0 and adding 
new paragraphs (bl and (c) a.s follow~ 

§ 1356.20 Slate plan document and 

submission requlreinenm.
..• 

(bJ Failu :mby a State to comp ly with 
the rnquirements aad standords for tho 
data report ing system for foster"careand 
adoption (§ 1355.40 of this chapte r) . 
shall be considered a substantia l failure 
by the St.atein complying with the Staie 
plan for title IV-E. Penalties as 
described in§ 1355.40{e) of this chapter 
shall apply . 

{c)For purp oses of the application ·or 
penalties described in § 1355.40 of this 
chapter, the roquire.ment at § .201.6(e) 
regardin g the withholding of funds until 
the Secretary •·• • • is satisfied that 
there will no longer·be any suoh failure 
to comply • " •·· will bemet by 
submiss .lon of one acceptable regularly 
scheduled semi-annual date · 

. 

· 

cau_seof the penalty. · 
• . .. 

8. Section 1356.60 is-amended by 
adding ~ new paragraph (c) {2}(x}. and 
new p11rngraph(d), and republ ishlng the 
Jntrodui::torytext in paragraph(c}(2) to 

. read as Follows; 

f 1356.60 F!Kal requirements (title IV-c). 

~ • •' · • 


(c)-~ • • 

(2) Tpe follo~ irig are examples of 

allowalile administrative costs nece$sazy 
for the administration of the foster care 
progrem:.. 

{x)Costs rela1ed to data collection and 
reporting .. .. .* 

(d) Cost of the data collection system. 
(1) Costs related to data collection 

system in itiati on, iinplem entation and 

operation may be charged asan 

administrative cost of title IV-E at the 

50 per1:entmatching rate subject to tho 

restrictions in paragraph (d}(2) of this 

section 


(2) For inform ation systems us&dfor 
purp oses other than those specified by 
section 479 of the Act, costs must be 
allor.ated and must bear the same ratio 
-as the foster care and adoption 
population bears to tho total l)Opulation 

contained in the information system as 
verified by reports from all oth er · 
programs inc!·uded In Uie system . 

PART1357--REQUIREMENTS 
APPl.lCA.Bl,.E.tO TITLEr.i:..S 

9. The authority citation for part 1357 
is revised to-read as-follows: . 

.l\uthorityl 42 u.s.c.620 et seq..42 u.s.c. 
670 et seq.: 42 U.S.G. 130~. 

10. Section .1357.15 is amended by 
adding a new paragraph (h) as follows: 

§ 1357.15 Child welfare smrlces State plan 
requl111frients and wbmlttaL 

• * 
(h) In meeting the requi rements of 

section 442(b){8}, eac,hState-must 
provi_de assurances that it will meet the 
requirements for data reporting for 
foster care and adoption as described in 
45 CFR 1355.40 and transmit the 
required data inthe form and manner 
prescribed by that section. 

!FR Doc. 93-30999 Filed , ·2- 21-9 3: 8:-45aml 
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